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CHAPTER o1

Patrick & Mary

Gene’s grandparents, and the ten children they raised.

Gene knew Patrick and Mary as his grandparents. He remembered P.W. swimming across a
lake in his seventies and Mary taking him to an amusement park in Chicago. Before those
stories came a wedding in Monmouth, on November 9, 1879.
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The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Patrick and Mary sign their names

Open the marriage return and you can see their signatures. Patrick listed his work as machinist
and his birthplace as Columbus, Pennsylvania. Mary gave Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace
and named her parents, Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Gene remembered Patrick meeting Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister
near Galesburg. The marriage return brings that family story down to a particular day,
November 9, 1879, with their names written on the page. It also gives us a starting point for
Mary’s Shunick family, through the parents she named.
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Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.
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Read the record

The boilermaker who could swim

To hear Gene tell it, P.W. was quite a swimmer. At Miller Park in Bloomington, he rented a
bathing suit, swam across the lake and back, and climbed up for a high dive. He was in his
seventies. Gene also tells a separate story about P.W. swimming around Navy Pier at 83.

The two swims belong to different memories. At Miller Park, Gene describes the lake crossing
and the dive. At Navy Pier, it’s the sight of his grandfather swimming at an age when most
people would have been content to watch. The old photographs here help put those places
around Gene’s account; the recording adds the details in his own voice.
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A later view of the Bloomington lake Gene remembered. The museum identifies this as the park’s then-segregated bathing
beach. McLean County Museum of History.

Find the swimming stories in the interview

Following the railroad

Gene takes P.W.’s story through Kewanee, Bloomington, and Chicago. In Kewanee, steam
heating and boiler-making were already substantial businesses. The earlier Haxtun works were
part of the industrial history that eventually produced Kewanee Boiler. Later, P.W.’s daughter
Mary recorded forty years of work as a boiler inspector in railroad shops.

Work wasn’t the only thing that took them to Chicago. As Gene tells it, their daughter Mary was
a railroad superintendent’s secretary. When the superintendent moved, she went with him, and
her parents followed. Gene’s memories of visiting his grandmother at White City, the South
Side amusement park, belong to that Chicago part of their lives.
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G.W. Staples, left, Kewanee, Illinois, ca 1880s. Richard used store for
pick-up and drop-off for laundry business.

Photo courtesy Kewanee Historical Society.

Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s, with G. W. Staples at left. Courtesy of Kewanee Historical Society, reproduced in Dean
Karau’s account of Richard Carroll.

A visit to Mary’s relatives

Years later, Gene took his father along on a business trip near Galesburg. In Monmouth,
someone directed them to a Shunick cousin who ran a tavern. They went on to visit an elderly
aunt and the family graves near Alexis. Gene remembered how much the visit meant to his
father.

Visit Mary’s Shunick relatives

Ten children, and their families

Gene could still name them: Bob, Ed, Tom, William James, Mary, Francis, Nan, Dave, Dick,
and Morris. William James was his father. When P.W. died in 1937, six grandsons served as
pallbearers, including Gene. You can read their names in the funeral report.
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of his daughter, Mrs. Mary Daker
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Saturday and from Holy
church at 00 The Rev
Stephen N Moore celebrated
requiem high mass and preached
the funeral sermon. Burial was In
B, Mary's cemetery, with Rev
Fr. Edwin O'Nell In charge of ser-
vices at the grave. Pallbearers
were #ix grandsons, Eugene
Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary
and Bernard Conroy |
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Photo type: Other

Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Read the funeral report

The parrot and the flooded basement

P.W. came home from a railroad job in Mexico with a parrot. Another memory involves a
patent tonic, a flooded basement, and a very unhappy Walter. As Gene tells the stories, the
others remember them, too.

The tonic story takes a little explaining. P.W. didn’t drink, but the medicine contained alcohol,
and he took rather more than the recommended dose. Gene remembers the basement and the
water pipes, then the flood Walter came home to. The family’s laughter is part of the recording,
but the story itself has survived in the telling.

More of P.W.’s stories

From North Oak Street to the next generation

Some of the ten children stayed in Illinois; Ed went to Oklahoma. Their children included Gene,
a historian who studied Japan, and the relatives who later organized a Bloomington reunion.
Follow the branches to meet them.

Follow the ten children

From Gene’s conversation, Patrick and Mary’s marriage return, and P.W.’s death and funeral records.
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CHAPTER o2
Gene in Bloomington

William James, Eleanor, and the boys at Trinity.

Gene sits in the middle of the front row in the 1930 Trinity basketball photograph. His brother
Bill is at the far left. Jim kept the picture, and Laura shared it. It’s a good place to begin with
Gene as a boy in Bloomington.

Trinity High School 1930
Bloomington, Illinois

Front row from left: William Conroy, Roy Guttschow, Gene. Conroy, Fred Frost, and Charles
Sweeney.

Back row: Louis Dee, Robert Jones, George Kaveney, Charles Bennett (coach), Richard Fox,
Ed Clothier, and Joseph Mc Graw.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

William James and Eleanor

Gene’s father worked on the railroad, first shoveling coal into engines and later working as a
conductor. He and Eleanor Gordon had Gene, William Gordon, and June. Darb, William
James’s son from his first marriage, was their older half-brother.

Those railroad jobs shaped Gene’s childhood. He was born in Joliet, and remembers the family
going back and forth between Joliet and Bloomington. In the interview, he places a later move
to Bloomington in 1922. The railway-shop photographs give a sense of the workplaces behind
those moves.
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Bill Conroy with his Father, William J. Conroy
White Sox Park
Chicago, IL - July, 1943

The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

Meet William James

Eleanor’s family

Gene remembers Eleanor growing up in Braidwood. Her father, Jimmy Gordon, came from
Belfast and worked in Scottish mines before Illinois. He opposed her marriage to a Catholic, but
Gene remembers him and William James eventually becoming close friends.

The disagreement over Eleanor’s marriage was about religion. Jimmy was a Protestant and an
Orangeman; William James was Catholic. Eleanor stayed with her aunt Mary Lauer, whom the
family called Biddy. Gene’s account follows the family beyond the disagreement to the
friendship that came afterwards.
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Braidwood in March 1885, sheet 1 of a Sanborn fire-insurance map. The index names coal shafts, hotels, and the Chicago &
Alton depot and roundhouse. A detailed view of the town in the Gordon family story. University of Illinois Library.

Eleanor Gordon Conroy

Reading at the silent movies

Gene and his brother went to silent films with their grandmother and read the title cards aloud
for her. She hadn’t learned to read. The boys helped her follow the story on the screen.
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Mabel Dwight’s 1928 lithograph, The Clinch, Movie Theatre. A period artist’s view of a night at the pictures, alongside Gene’s
memory of reading the silent-film titles. Library of Congress.

Find the movie memories

Cousin Hilary

Uncle Pete’s son Hilary became a historian of East Asia. Gene mentions him in the
conversation. In the university archives and a fellow historian’s account, you can read about his
language training during World War II, work in Japan, and long teaching career.

Hilary was Uncle Pete’s son, so he and Gene belonged to the same generation of cousins. His
work took him a long way from the Illinois family stories: wartime language training, Japan
and a career studying East Asia. The longer account brings his academic life back into the
family Gene remembered.
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Friends Journal, May 31, 1958, printed page 350. The family notice is in the lower-left column.

Read about Hilary Conroy

850 FRIENDS JOURNAL May 81, 1958

awakened by the light of Christ in the conscience
and so bowed down under the sense of its iniquities,
unworthiness and misery, it looks up to God and
joining with the secret stirring of the sced of God,
it breathes towards him, and is constantly breathing
forth some secret desires and aspirations towards him.

T am not sure what dictionary meaning, if any, exactly
fits Barclay's use of the word. It implies something sub-
conscious, interior and vital, an ingredient of religion
that our theologians today will do well to emphasize with
Barclay, while escaping any “particular disquisition of
each doctrine.”

Meanvhile some of us whose interest is more his-
torical and literary may perhaps prefer to try to unravel
a more concrete secret of Robert Barclay, the still un-
decoded form of shorthand in which he left the manu-
script of his life. Thus inner and outer autobiography
may be joined together.

= Now ANp THEN

Friends and Their Friends

Brian R. DePalma, 17, has the great honor of heing second
prize-winner at the ninth annual National Science Fair, held
at Flint, Mich., May 7-10. He is a student at Friends Central
School, Philadelphia. Previously his exhibit, “A Critical Study
of Hydrogen Quantum Mechanics through Cyberneti
won a first prize and gold medal at the Delaware Valley Science
Fair, held at Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, in April. Some-
thing of his latest achieverent can be grasped when it is
learned that at the National Science Fair this year there were
281 finalists, representing 45 states, Alaska, Hawaii, Japan,
and Germany. Brian won a similar second award last year,
when the Fair was held in Los Angeles (see page 286 of the
FRIENDS JOURNAL for May 3, 1958).

¥. Hilary Conroy, Assistant Professor of History, University
of Pennsylvania, is taking a 13-month leave of absence to be
director of the American Friends Service Committee Inter-
national Seminar Progam in Japan. With his wife, Charlotte,
and their two children, Sharlie Jo, 12, and France, 9, Hilary
Conroy will sail for Yokohama on July 28. All the family are
members of the Newtown Square, Pa, Monthly Meeting.
Their address for the next year will be 1126, 7 Chome, Kami-
meguro, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo, Japan, where they will share a
house with a Japanese family.

Hilary Conroy was at the University in Tokyo as a Ful-
bright research scholar in 1954, and will continue his contacts
there in setting up the AFSC seminar program for the coming
year. As director of the University of Pennsylvania ¥xchange
Program with Kanazawa University, he will be in touch with
students there, and will visit other colleges and universitics
in Japan. Soon after his arrival he will attend the AFSC
seminar which will be in progress in Kobe in August.

From Trinity to the Red Sox

Look from the Trinity team photograph to the baseball portrait Jim kept. The boy at the end of
the front row became the major-league catcher. He signed the portrait to Gene and Betty as

“Bro. Bill.”

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

Ghana, the independent African state, has a Friends Meet-
ing. Walter B. Birmingham, English Lecturer in Economics at
the University of Ghana, describes its background in the
London Friends Quarterly for April, 1958. The first Friends
group in Ghana was established after World War 1. In 1934
a meeting house was erected at Achimoto, called “Hill House.”
Mectings for worship were, however, not held consistently
until 1953, From that year o Friends have been meeting
regularly. Most members of the Mecting are British Friends,
and only three are African. One of them s an assistant direc-
tor of welfare, another a teacher in a high school. The third
Friend, a herbalist, impresses Walter Birmingham especially
because of his simple standards of living and “a serenity
seldom found in any class of society.”

Walter and Emily Longstreth were honored at the annual
dinner of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, Philadelphia, on
May 17. Many moving tributes from those present expressed
appreciation for the services, consecration, and dedication of
the Longstreths, for their heip in times of need, for their
devotion to pacifism, for their loving work at Frankford Meet-
ing and Forum. “We all thank them,” said one speaker, “for
what they have done, but most for being just what they are;
Walter Longstreth in his address outlined the threefold char-
acted of our duty: (1) to refuse to conform to standards of
conduct now popular; (2) to be prepared to be persecuted;
and (3) to be prepared to endure suffering for loyalty to our
ideals.

The American Friends Service Committee has awarded four
fellowships for 1958-59 through its Committee of Award. The
Mary Campbell Memorial Fellowship, for graduate study to
American students, has been awarded to two young women,
Eleanor Zelliot, Asociate Editor of The American Friend, and
Elaine Langdon, who is working on a thesis at the University
of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. The
Campbell awards are granted to students preparing themselves
as emissaries of international and interracial peace and good
will. Study may be done abroad or in the United States.
Charlotte Ghapman Turner Award has gone to two
us Johnson, # graduate assistant at Duke University,
and . Vail Palmer, who is working on his Ph.D. at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Divinity School. The Turner award is given to
a married person rearing a family, who is interested in ad-
vanced cducational training for a career, the object of which is
the alleviation of the social or medical ills of mankind. Persons
preparing for sacial work or medicine are especially indicated
in the purposes of this award.

No award has been made as yet of the Mary R. G. Williams
Fellowship, designed primarily for Friends who may teach at
cither the Friends Girls School or the Friends Boys School in
Ramallah, Jordan. In addition o the award, the fellow receives
room and board from the school.

Applications for all these awards must be received by
February 15 each year.
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Trinity High School 1930
Bloomington, Illinois

Front row from left: William Conroy, Roy Guitschow, Gene Conroy, Fred Frost, and Charles
Sweeney.

Back row: Louis Dee, Robert Jones, George Kaveney, Charles Bennett (coach), Richard Fox,
Ed Clothier, and Joseph Mc Graw.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

The work behind the moves

As Gene tells it, his father followed the available work between Joliet and Bloomington. Earlier
jobs had taken him to the Southwest and a printing company in Chicago. His life helps explain
why the family knew so many places.

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

13



An aerial view of the Chicago & Alton shops from the museum article.

Read William James’s story

More of the Gordon family

Gene remembers Aunt Biddy’s home, Jimmy’s hotel and tavern, and his grandfather’s funeral.
He was a small boy then, but he could still picture the horse-drawn hearse.
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MELIN 81 SESTE

Illinois Steel Works in Joliet, photographed between 1880 and 1901. A view of the city’s industrial landscape before the
accident Gene recalls. Library of Congress.

Follow the Gordons

The teammates Gene remembered

During the interview, Gene talks through the boys in a team photograph. He remembers
football as well as basketball, and the knee injury that ended his football days.
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Trinity High School 1930
Bloomington, Illinois

Front row from left: William Conroy, Roy Guttschow, Gene Conroy, Fred Frost, and Charles
Sweeney.

Back row: Louis Dee, Robert Jones, George Kaveney, Charles Bennett (coach), Richard Fox,
Ed Clothier, and Joseph Mc Graw.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Read the Trinity story

From Gene’s conversation and the photographs Jim kept, shared by Laura. Hilary’s career is described in the university and
historical sources linked in his story.
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CHAPTER 03

Gene, Betty & June

Gene and Betty’s household, and June’s life in Joliet and South
Carolina.
As Gene tells it, he went from school in Bloomington to the University of Illinois and then to

Chicago in 1934. He and Betty raised five children. In the interview, you hear about the work
trips and family visits that filled those years.

-
-
-

Gene and Betty together in their convertible.

Working in Chicago

Looking through photographs, Gene remembers a gathering in Chicago in September 1944 and
changing jobs the following year. His work also took him around Illinois. On one business trip
near Galesburg, he brought his father along, and they went looking for the Shunick relatives.

Read the working-life recollection
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Betty and the children

Gene and Betty raised B.G., Mike, Bill, Jim and Kathy. Wisconsin became part of their
summers while the children were young. Betty stayed up north with them, and Gene took the
train to join them after the working week.

Those summers connected several households. Betty and the children had their time up north,
Gene joined them around his work, and Darb and Ruth were there with the fishing, meals and
trips into town that everyone remembered. Years later, Bill could still describe the train journey
in detail.

Betty and the Wagner connection

News from June

Gene’s younger sister June worked at the Texas Company and spent years in Joliet with
Eleanor. Later she moved to South Carolina. In the video, Gene brings out a photograph of her
home and talks about her invitation to the Masters.

June is sometimes easiest to find in the conversation through the photographs Gene is holding.
A picture of her house leads him into her later life, while other memories take him back to the
years she spent with Eleanor. Her story continues beyond the Bloomington childhood she
shared with her brothers.

Read June’s story

Around the table

Bill and Sarah ask questions and add memories of their own. By the end, everyone is talking
about the dog, friends, and taking Molly to lunch at the Legion. It’s a family visit as much as a
history lesson.

Read the closing scene

From Gene’s conversation, the family photographs, and family information about Betty’s parents.
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CHAPTER o4

Uncle Bill’s baseball years

Gene’s brother, the catcher the family knew as Bill.

Uncle Bill was William Gordon Conroy, Gene’s brother and the major-league catcher. Jim kept
his photographs and a newspaper article about his work with the Red Sox. Thanks to Laura, the
family can spend time with those pictures and read the story for themselves.

William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”

At the first All-Star Game

Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept an American League
group photograph from the event, along with sheets identifying the people in it. It gives the
family a picture of Bill near the beginning of his baseball career.

This was before Bill’s seasons with the Philadelphia Athletics and Boston Red Sox. The group
photograph puts him among some of the best-known players of the day. The identification
sheets are worth opening alongside it: they let you find Bill in a crowded picture, rather than
lose him among the famous faces.
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Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept this American League group photograph and the
identification sheets that go with it.

Read the career background

Joe Cronin’s catcher

Reporter Harry Grayson asked Red Sox manager Joe Cronin who deserved credit for the team’s
rise. Cronin named Conroy and praised his work with the pitchers. Open the clipping to read
the whole article, or use the text version for an easier read.

That praise makes more sense when you follow the rest of his career. Bill played for the

Athletics from 1935 through 1937, spent four seasons with Oakland, then joined Boston in 1942.

Grayson’s article lets you see how a reporter and manager described the work of the catcher
behind the plate.
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5 In Tight Game with Mt. Emily Ou

Rostock Dishes Out
14 Whiffs, Five Hits

 Reegiag Al Wiy e |cardi
Biggest Obslztle

Walt Disnca's Rest
GETS

The July 15, 1942 La Grande Evening Observer, page 8. Grayson’s article is at lower left.

Read the newspaper article

A visit from his father

The family display dates this photograph at White Sox Park to July 1943. Bill is beside his
father, William James, who was also Gene’s father. A visit to the ballpark gave the family this
picture of the two of them together.
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White Sox
Chicago, IL - July, 1943

Bill Conroy with his Father, William J. Conroy
Park

The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

With his Boston teammates

The caption on another photograph identifies a 1942 war-bond event in Boston. It names Dom
DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill Conroy. Laura photographed the image with its caption so
you can read it alongside the picture.
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it Dominick DIMagglo, unknown, unkiown, Ted Willians, Bill Conroy
Solling War fonds - lostan, 1942

The family display captions this as a 1942 war-bond event in Boston and identifies Dom DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill
Conroy. You can read the caption with the photograph.

What Jim kept

Bill addressed his portrait to Gene and Betty. Jim kept it with the newspaper article, group
photograph, and other baseball memorabilia in his basement. Laura photographed the
collection after Jim’s death and shared it with the family.

Explore Jim’s collection

Colleen and Pat in California

Gene talks about Uncle Bill’s children, Colleen and Pat, and a visit to Pat’s home in Sacramento.

Bill remembers Pat from childhood, including a game of blind man’s bluff that ended badly at
the Elmhurst house.

The family stories pick up where the baseball records leave off. Gene remembers a cookout at
Pat’s home in Sacramento. Bill remembers playing with cousin Pat much earlier, in Elmhurst,
including a game of blind man’s bluff that went wrong. They knew Uncle Bill’s children as
cousins, with visits and stories of their own.
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William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”
Meet the California family

From Jim’s collection, shared by Laura, and Bill Nowlin’s SABR biography.
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CHAPTER o5
Summers in Wisconsin

Bill and Jim’s train ride, and summers with Darb and Ruth.

Betty packed a large lunch for Bill and Jim’s train ride. They ate it before the train left the
station. Then, worried about missing their stop, they stayed in their seats for the long trip
north. Bill remembers it well.

Roger Puta photographed the Chicago and North Western’s Flambeau 400 at Eland in September 1964. An example of
passenger travel in northern Wisconsin in a later summer.

Eight hours in their seats

Before Bill and Jim set off, Gene spoke with the conductor and showed him their grandfather’s
railroad pass. The conductor said the boys would be looked after. Betty supplied the other part
of the preparations: a large packed lunch.

The boys finished their lunch before the train even left Chicago. Then, worried about missing
their stop, they stayed in their seats. Bill remembers eight hours of sitting there, determined
not to miss the station. The train photograph, route map and timetables help trace the trip he’s
describing.
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Read the train recollection

Gene’s Friday-night train

Gene made his own trips north after the working week. He remembers leaving Chicago’s North
Western Station on a Friday night in a Pullman and arriving at Lake Tomahawk the next
morning. The 1916 advertisement here gives an earlier view of how the railroad promoted trips
to the northern lakes.

For Gene, the overnight trip was a way to join Betty and the children without losing the working
week. He describes a sleeping-car journey, with Chicago behind him on Friday night and the
lakes ahead the next morning. The photographs and schedules in the gallery span several years,
so each is dated: together they show the railway that carried generations of holidaymakers
north.
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

The trains and the Bearskin Trail

Darb before Wisconsin

Darb was Gene’s older half-brother. In Bloomington, his steady fire-department wages helped
the family through the Depression. Years later, Gene helped him with a payment on the
Wisconsin property. Their closeness started long before the children’s summer visits. Molly
also remembers his Navy service aboard USS Hopi, a fleet tug equipped for salvage and

firefighting.
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Bloomington firefighters in 1929. The museum’s caption identifies a Bernard Conroy among the men. From the McLean County
Museum of History collection.

Darb & Ruth

Then someone had to clean the fish

A fishing trip could turn into a much longer job once everyone was back on shore. On one later
outing, the catch was remembered as roughly a hundred panfish. Cleaning them took hours, a
detail that gets plenty of attention when the family tells the story.

The meals belong in the story as much as the fishing. Bill remembers Ruth’s Sunday fried
chicken, fish dinners and trips into town in the back of her pickup for ice cream. In the
interview, a fishing story can turn into a memory of dinner or a ride into town, with the others
joining in as they remember more.

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY 28


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/darb

Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).

Read the fishing recollection

The muskie and the plane rides

Bill remembers Darb’s big muskie in a glass case. The family also remembers a pilot offering
children rides over the water for $2.50. You can read those memories alongside accounts of
sightseeing pilots who worked around the lakes.
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The photograph is from the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame article. It has not been identified as the plane Bill rode.

Read what we know about the floatplane

How Darb met Ruth

Gene says Ruth was nursing his father in the hospital when she met Darb. They married and
lived nearby. In his stories, Gene remembers how often they helped the family.

Read Darb and Ruth’s story

Another trip around the lake

On a later visit, Darb took young John around the lake to show him his fishing holes. Getting
out of the boat at a steep bank proved more difficult than getting there. Bill tells the story in the
interview.

Darb leaned on John’s shoulder for help getting out, but John slowly sank under his weight and
they both slid down. Bill remembers Darb saying nothing about it. It’s a different visit from the
boys’ early train trips, one of the later memories that kept the family talking about the lake.
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Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).
Read more lake memories

From Gene and Bill’s conversation and later family memories. Railway photograph: Roger Puta, Eland, Wisconsin, September
1964.
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CHAPTER 06

Bill & Sarah’s family

Bill and Sarah, their children and grandchildren.

Bill and Sarah raised Jack and Molly, and now have six grandchildren. Their family still spends
summers around Minocqua, where Bill first went as a boy more than seventy years ago.

Meet the family

Jack and Michelle have Madeline, Nora, William and Harper. Molly and Ron have Adriana and
Regan. The Christmas photograph brings much of the family together in 2025; the picture at
the lake includes Adriana and Regan, too. Open the tree to follow each household and see the
photographs connected to each person.

A Christmas gathering with Bill and Sarah’s family in 2025.

Open the family tree
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Back at the lake in Minocqua

Bill has been coming to the Minocqua area for more than seventy years. His early summers
meant the train north and time with Darb and Ruth. Today, Jack and Michelle have a cottage
here, and so do Molly and Ron. The 2022 photograph shows the whole gang together at the
lake. The children and grandchildren now have their own time here, in the place that has been
part of Bill’s life since he was a boy.

Bill and Sarah with Jack and Michelle’s family and Molly and Ron’s family at the lake in Minocqua, 2022. Jack and Michelle
and Molly and Ron now have cottages in the area Bill has visited for more than seventy years.

Go back to those first summers

Bill’s football years

Bill played football at York High School in Elmhurst before going on to Wisconsin. His senior
yearbook includes his portrait and team photograph, along with a picture of him throwing the
shot. His story follows those school years through law school and his work in banking.
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The yearbook caption names W. Conroy last in the fifth row. Open the full yearbook page to read the team’s names.

Follow Bill’s story

Wisconsin, then Ohio State

Bill went on to Wisconsin, where the 1965 squad list records him as number 53, playing center.
He was also a Beta. His next school was Ohio State, where his portrait appears in the law-school
class of 1971. Open the photographs and records to spend more time with those years.
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W. J,CONROY
The class composite includes this portrait labeled W. J. Conroy. Open the original to see the whole class; Bill’s portrait is fourth
from the left in the first full student row below the class title.

Read about his school years

From Madison to Vero Beach

Ohio State’s alumni magazine follows Bill into banking. A 1976 note places him at the Bank of
Madison. In 2002, it reports his election as managing director of the Trust Department of
Marine Bank and Trust in Vero Beach. Both original notices are here to read.
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Stephen L. Smith is

1973

DEATHS

Ohio State’s alumni notes place William J. Conroy, class of 1971, at the Bank of Madison in Wisconsin.

Read the career story

Jim’s family

Jim and his first wife, Bonnie, were the parents of Tim, Jim and John. Jim later married Laura,
who shared the photographs of the collection he kept in his basement. Those pictures have
given everyone a chance to spend time with Gene and his brother Bill’s history. Jim’s son Jim is

married to Juanita, and John and Jen have three sons. Bonnie, Tim and Jim are remembered
by the family.

Jim’s family and collection

The Butlers and the other branches

B.G., Gene and Betty’s eldest child, married Jim Butler. Tom, Pat, Maureen and Deb are among
their children. Mike’s and Kathy’s families have branches here as well. There’s much more to
tell about each household. These pages are a beginning, with photographs, memories and more
of the family still to be added.

Follow all five branches

From Gene’s interview, family photographs and recollections, York’s 1964 yearbook, and the university and fraternity records
linked with Bill’s story.
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The longer stories

Patrick and Mary sign their names

The family’s Irish connections

Six grandsons at P.W.’s funeral

Hilary Conroy: from Bloomington to Japan
Uncle Bill’s years in baseball

Taking the train to the lake

A ride over the lake for $2.50

Conroy Big Reason For Red Sox Rise

P.W.’s parrot, the plumbing, and the land
Mary’s family, from Monmouth to Chicago
The family on North Oak Street

William James and a working life on the railroad
The Gordons, from Belfast to Illinois

Gene and Bill at Trinity

June’s move to South Carolina

Betty and her Wagner family

Uncle Bill’s family in California

Darb and Ruth, before the Wisconsin summers
Ruth’s pickup and Darb’s fishing holes

The cousins and the Bloomington reunion
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Lunch at the Legion

P.W. and his brother Thomas

Finding the Shunick relatives

The relatives Gene remembered
Catholic-school basketball in Gene’s day
A closer look at Lake Tomahawk

The Conroy name in the Irish archives

Bill, from York to Wisconsin and beyond

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

38



Monmouth, Illinois - November 9, 1879

Patrick and Mary sign their names
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The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.

Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

On November 9, 1879, Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick married in Monmouth, Illinois.
Here’s the marriage return, with their signatures. Gene knew them as his grandparents, and
you’ll hear him call Patrick P.W. or the Boilermaker.

Patrick listed his work as machinist and his birthplace as Columbus, Pennsylvania. Mary gave
Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace and named her parents, Edmund Shunick and Honora
Croft.

To hear Gene tell it, Patrick met Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister near
Galesburg. By the time he knew them, they had raised a family of ten.

Family researcher Bill Daker shared this scan. Open it to see the handwriting and the details
Patrick and Mary supplied themselves.

Sources and related material

Patrick’s memorial and contributed records

Patrick and Mary, 1879
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The Illinois marriage index
Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s
Haxtun boilers and the later Kewanee works

Kewanee Boiler Corporation advertisement
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The family’s Irish connections

Gene talks about more than one Irish side of the family. On his mother’s side, he takes the story
back to his grandfather Jimmy Gordon in Belfast. Jimmy worked in the Scottish mines before
settling in Illinois, as Gene remembers it.

On his father’s side, Mary’s family name appears as Shunick, Schunick, and Shinnick in the
family papers. She was born in Vermont. On her marriage return, she named her parents as
Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft. Years later, Gene found relatives still living around
Monmouth and Alexis.

P.W.’s daughter Mary supplied another Irish place name when she completed the family
information for his death certificate: County Waterford, the birthplace recorded for his parents.
That’s the source of the Waterford reference in the collection.

These are different parts of Gene’s family. You can follow the Gordons through his memories of
Eleanor, or begin with Mary’s signature and her Shunick relatives in Illinois.

Sources and related material

Edmund Shunick memorial: contributor’s marriage lead
National Library of Ireland: Youghal register page
Thomas’s pension index

Patrick and Mary’s marriage return

Gene’s interview

Patrick and Mary, 1879

Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919

Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census

William Glavin’s pension index

Massachusetts record references
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Six grandsons at P.W.’s funeral

Now Showing 4 of §

servie

roy, former Bloomington 1

'who died Thursoay at the home
{of his daughter, Mrs. Mary Daker
Chieago, were held from the George
R. Fiynn funeral home at 9 a. m
Baturday and from H 3
church at 9:30. The Rev
Btephen N Moore celebrated
requiem high mass and preached
the funeral sermon. Burial was In
Bt, Mary's cemetery, with Rev
Fr. Edwin O'Nell in charge of ser
vices at the grave Pallbearers
were #ix grandsons, Eugene
Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary
and Bernard Conroy |

& View original

: Anonymous was a Woman on 22 Nov 2024
The_Pantagraph_1937_03 21 Page 18.jpg Addedby: Aoy .20 22 N0

Photo type: Other

Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Gene is named Eugene in this newspaper report. He was one of six grandsons who served as
pallbearers for P.W., alongside Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy.

The reporter described P.W. as a former Bloomington resident who had died at his daughter
Mary Daker’s home in Chicago. The family gathered for his funeral in Bloomington, where the
service notice also records burial at St. Mary’s.

In the video, Gene talks about these people as uncles and cousins. Here, you can read their
names together in the newspaper. The contributor identifies the funeral report as The
Pantagraph, March 21, 1937, page 18, and the earlier service notice as March 19, page 3.

Sources and related material

Contributed newspaper clipping and source context
P.W.’s six grandsons
P.W.’s funeral-service notice

P.W.’s death certificate, 1937
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Hilary Conroy: from Bloomington to Japan

Gene remembers Hilary as his cousin, Uncle Pete’s son. If you only heard that part of the
conversation, you might miss how far Hilary’s work took him.

Historian Wayne Patterson describes him as Bloomington High School’s 1937 valedictorian and
a talented tennis player. After graduating from Northwestern in 1941, Hilary studied Japanese
at the Naval Language School during World War II. He later worked in military intelligence in
occupied Japan.

A life studying East Asia

Hilary helped establish East Asian history at Swarthmore. He joined the University of
Pennsylvania’s history faculty in 1951 and retired in 1990. His books included The Japanese
Seizure of Korea, 1868-1910.

Patterson also remembers his commitment to peace and his Quaker faith. Even at ninety,
Hilary took part in a major conference discussion about Japan’s annexation of Korea.

Penn keeps his correspondence, teaching materials, and other papers. Those records give us a
much fuller account of the cousin Gene mentions in passing.

Sources and related material

Wayne Patterson, “F. Hilary Conroy (1919-2015),” Perspectives on History, September 1, 2015
University of Pennsylvania: F. Hilary Conroy Papers, UPT 50 C754

Hilary in Gene’s interview

Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Hilary and Charlotte Conroy's planned Japan year

F. Hilary Conroy First Book Prize
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Uncle Bill’s years in baseball

The ballplayer was William Gordon Conroy, known to teammates and family as Bill. He was
Gene’s brother. William James, the older man beside him at White Sox Park, was their father.
And the Bill telling childhood stories in Gene’s video is Gene’s son, the next generation.

Sportswriter Bill Nowlin follows Uncle Bill’s career in his biography for the Society for
American Baseball Research, or SABR. It’s a good companion to the photographs Jim kept.

Catching for the Athletics and the Red Sox

Bill played for the Philadelphia Athletics from 1935 through 1937, then spent four seasons with
the Oakland Oaks. He joined the Boston Red Sox in 1942 and stayed through 1944. In the
Grayson newspaper article, manager Joe Cronin gives him much of the credit for improving the
pitching staff.

Before those major-league seasons, Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in
1933. Jim kept the American League group photograph and its identification sheets. Bill was
still a young player, working around some of baseball’s best-known names.

Nowlin describes a foul tip off Babe Ruth’s bat that injured Bill’s throwing hand. He also
recounts an Oakland game in which Bill and teammate Cecil Dunn each hit for the cycle, getting
a single, double, triple, and home run in the same game.

Away from the ballpark

Bill married Gerarda Leyh and worked during the offseason at her father’s bakery in Porterville,
California. He served in the Navy in 1945, returned to baseball with Sacramento in 1946, and
played for Columbus in 1947 and 1948. After baseball, Nowlin describes work in beverage sales
supervision and for a school district.

The family knew another side of those California years. Gene talks about Colleen and Pat, their
children, and a cookout at Pat’s place in Sacramento. Bill remembers cousin Pat from a much
earlier visit to Elmhurst.

Read the newspaper article Jim kept

Visit the California branch
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Sources and related material

Bill Nowlin, “Bill Conroy,” SABR Baseball Biography Project
Original career research and statistical references
William James and his son William Gordon

A photograph for Gene and Betty

Uncle Bill at the first All-Star Game

With the Boston teammates

Bill's 1946 baseball-card image

Bill Conroy in the sports pages

Headed East (archive catalog)

Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime (archive catalog)
Dated syndicated Grayson article

Headed East

Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime

1946 Sunbeam Bread card 4, Bill Conroy

1933 All-Star Game silent newsreel
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https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS03
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https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/baseball-collection.pdf
https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/kemp-bill-collection-2.pdf
https://www.beckett.com/baseball/1946/sunbeam-bread/4-bill-conroy-3576070
https://www.criticalpast.com/video/65675022449_George-Herman-Babe-Ruth_baseball_King-of-Swat_Game-of-the-Century_All-Star-game

From the family papers and historical accounts

Taking the train to the lake
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Bill remembers eight hours in his seat. Gene remembers a Friday night in a Pullman sleeping
car. They’re talking about different trips north, each familiar to a family that spent its summers
around Lake Tomahawk.

Gene says he left from Chicago’s North Western Station after work and arrived the next
morning. Betty and the children were already up at the lake. The train let him join them for the
weekend.

A long history of summer trains

The 1916 advertisement in the collection names the Fisherman’s Special and the Northern
Lakes Special, with Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. Railroads were selling the
northern lakes as a summer destination decades before Bill and Jim made their trip.

A reproduced 1950 Flambeau 400 timetable lists a Chicago departure at 11:30 a.m. and arrival
at Lake Tomahawk at 7:35 p.m. That gives you a sense of what a daytime trip could involve. The
photograph here is Roger Puta’s September 1964 view of the Flambeau at Eland.
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The gallery brings those pieces together with the North Western terminal, the railroad’s 1956
system map, and schedules from 1956 and 1963. Open the schedules and you can find Lake
Tomahawk and Woodruff on the northern service. Each has its own date, so you can see the
route across different years.

And the Bearskin Trail?

The Bearskin follows a former Milwaukee Road corridor into Minocqua. Gene describes
traveling on the Chicago and North Western. Both railroads served the Northwoods, and it
helps to keep their routes separate when looking at old maps.

Sources and related material

1916 advertisement reproduced in Chips and Sawdust, Summer 1997
Flambeau 400 history and reproduced timetable

Town of Minocqua: railroad and trail history

Roger Puta’s 1964 photograph

A North Western advertisement, 1916

The North Western route map, 1956

Chicago’s North Western terminal

The railway’s 1956 timetable

The railway’s 1963 timetable

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable Collection (archive catalog)
C&NW passenger terminal, Madison Street entrance

C&NW public timetables in Sheldon Perry Collection

Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable Collection
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https://foresthistoryassociationwi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2-Summer-1997.pdf#page=22
https://www.american-rails.com/flambeau.html
https://www.townofminocqua.org/town/minocqua-history/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/train
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railad
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/cnw-route-map-1956
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-terminal-1910-1920
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1956
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1963
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W03
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016818701/
https://www.wx4.org/to/foam/maps/and_timetables4.html
https://indianahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/midwest-railroad-research-center-timetable-collection-1876-2002.pdf

From the family papers and historical accounts

A ride over the lake for $2.50

The family remembers a pilot offering children floatplane rides around Lake Tomahawk or
Minocqua for $2.50. A plane taking off from the water would have been quite a change from the
train ride north.

There’s more to read about that kind of flying in the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame’s account
of Norman “Tony” Werner. In his recorded recollections, Werner describes thirty-two years of
sightseeing flights around Minocqua, Rhinelander, and Tomahawk, first in a J-3 Cub on floats
and later in a four-seat Aeronca Sedan.

Werner’s account is a chance to hear a local pilot describe the work and the aircraft. The
family’s memory of the $2.50 ride is its own story, told alongside that regional flying history.

Darb’s muskie

Another memory from the lake is Darb’s large mounted muskie in a glass case. During the
family’s search for it, someone reported that it had been kept in storage. Bill still remembers
the fish. A photograph would make a welcome addition to his lake stories.

Sources and related material

Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame, Forward in Flight, Summer 2016, pages 8-11
Gene’s interview and later family recollections
Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua
Aviation magazine, PDF page 2

Aviation magazine, PDF page 8

Aviation magazine, PDF page 9

Aviation magazine, PDF page 10

Aviation magazine, PDF page 11

Aviation magazine, PDF page 12

Aviation magazine, PDF page 13

Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

Gilbert Green’s Flying Days
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https://www.wahf.org/forward-in-flight/forward-in-flight-summer-2016/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/green-seabee
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-2
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-8
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-9
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-10
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-11
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-12
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-13
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-floatplanes-magazine
https://www.wahf.org/articles/gilbert-greens-flying-days/

Harry Grayson - NEA Service Sports Editor

Conroy Big Reason For Red Sox Rise

[

'For Red Sox Rise

Trinity High
Grad Steadies

Harry Grayson’s syndicated story credits Bill Conroy’s catching with helping the Red Sox pitching staff. Laura photographed
the clipping Jim kept. A printing of the story appears in the La Grande Evening Observer on July 15, 1942.

Harry Grayson’s article, transcribed from the clipping Laura photographed. Uncle Bill is
William Gordon Conroy. The original newspaper wording is preserved below.

Trinity High Grad Steadies Bosox Hurlers

BOSTON. Joe Cronin was asked to put his finger on the player most responsible for the rapid
rise of the Red Sox.

“Bill Conroy,” replied the fighting manager of the Bostons. “He’s the first rough Irishman the
Red Sox have had since Bill Carrigan and the first big catcher since Carrigan and Forest Cady.”
Slashing Player

That’s a fine compliment for a recruit, being compared with Carrigan, great catcher-manager of
the Hub’s matchless pre-World War I world champions.

A tousle haired Mick standing an even six feet and weighing 190 pounds, Conroy is a slashing
ball player after Cronin’s own heart.
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Conroy joined Connie Mack as a batting practice catcher in 1933, was farmed out. Slow to show
progress, the Athletics let him go. Landing with the Oakland Coasters in ’38, he found himself
there last term, with a total base mark of [figures indistinct] and a [figures indistinct] batting
average in [figures indistinct] engagements.

Clutch Hitter

Beantowners moaned when little Frank Pytlak was lost to the service last spring. Johnny
Peacock lacked polish behind the log and who was Conroy?

But Conroy has done everything well enough for the Red Sox except hit.

“And he hasn’t been so bad in that department,” observes Strategist Cronin. “He gets a hit when
you need it and can blast the big ones. The lad has four home runs.

“The main thing is, however, that Conroy, a remarkable throwing catcher, pulled our pitchers
together. They love to pitch to him.

“The result is that we have solid pitching for the first time since I came to Boston.

“We’re strong where a club has to be strong when it is thinking about winning a pennant:
straight through the middle. Conroy catching, a capable hand in the box at all times, Johnny
Pesky and Bobby Doerr on either side of second base and Dominic DiMaggio in center field.”

Picked Up in Draft

“Ted Williams isn’t hurting us any blasting the ball out of the park and hitting those runners

home.
“But Conroy is the steadying influence we needed.”

William James Conroy, 27, and a right hand hitter, is also considerable additional evidence that
stars can still be picked up in the draft. That’s how the Tom Yawkeys got the Illinois Wesleyan
alumnus, and they didn’t have first choice. Not by a long shot.

It pays baseball people to keep their eyes open.

Sources and related material
Read the July 15, 1942 newspaper page
Harry Grayson’s clipping, kept by Jim and photographed by Laura

Dated syndicated Grayson article
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From Gene’s conversation

P.W.’s parrot, the plumbing, and the land

To hear Gene tell it, P.W. had plenty to talk about besides the railroad. He worked in Mexico
and came home with a parrot. Mention it in the conversation, and the others know the story.

Then there’s the patent tonic. P.W. didn’t drink, but the tonic contained alcohol, and he took
rather more than the recommended dose. Gene remembers P.W. down in the basement, the
water pipes, and the flood Walter came home to. You can hear the family laughing as they
remember it.

The land out west

Gene also talks about homesteads in Oklahoma, Texas, and near Liberal, Kansas. Uncle Ed
stayed in Oklahoma. Years later, Gene was still receiving small oil-royalty checks connected
with that family land.

Those checks were an everyday reminder of relatives who had gone west long before. In the
interview, Gene moves easily from the land to Ed and then back to the rest of his father’s
brothers and sisters.

Meet Uncle Ed

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

P.W.’s death certificate, 1937
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From Gene’s conversation

Mary’s family, from Monmouth to Chicago
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The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Patrick met Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister near Galesburg, as Gene

tells it. They married in Monmouth on November 9, 1879. Their signed marriage return is here
to read.

Mary raised ten children. She also raised her grandson Darb after his mother died, according to
Gene. When he talks about the older generation, Grandma Mary is part of the story of both his
father and his older half-brother.

Following Aunt Mary to Chicago

Their daughter Mary worked as secretary to a railroad superintendent. When her employer
moved to Chicago, she went with him, and her parents followed. Gene remembers his
grandmother taking him to White City, the amusement park on the South Side.

He also remembers going to Chicago with his father when she was ill. He thought he was about
nine or ten. A trip with his father, and a grandmother he knew well, stayed with him long
enough to tell the family about it many years later.
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Aunt Mary married Walter Daker, a city electrician in Gene’s account. He remembers their
home in Beverly. P.W. later lived with them, and the funeral reporter recorded his death at his
daughter’s Chicago home in 1937.

Follow Mary and Walter’s family

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
The signed marriage return

The funeral report

Chicago’s lakefront, circa 1900

White City’s East Board Walk

White City’s electric tower

Patrick and Mary, 1879

White City opens in 1905

White City, Chicago: The Electric Tower
Chicago Postcard Collection, White City views
Panorama of Chicago lake front

White City Opens, The Billboard
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From Gene’s conversation

The family on North Oak Street

Gene could still name his father’s brothers and sisters in order: Bob, Ed, Tom, William James,
Mary, Francis, Nan, Dave, Dick, and Morris. Eight boys and two girls, growing up on North Oak
Street in Bloomington.

Some names came with nicknames. Francis was Pete, and Morris was Mike. William James was
Gene’s father. When Gene starts talking about his uncles, it helps to keep that household in
mind.

Where they went

Bob lived in Chicago. Ed stayed in Oklahoma. Mary’s railroad job took her to Chicago, too.
Tom’s daughter Teresa was the mother of Bob Shields, whom Gene remembers organizing a
family reunion in Bloomington.

Pete was Gene’s godfather and the father of Hilary, the historian. And Morris went to business
college, became secretary to a railroad president, and traveled in a private car, as Gene
remembers it. Railroad work was familiar in this family, though the jobs could be quite
different.

Nan and her husband, Doc, come up while Gene is looking through photographs. Dave and
Dick are part of the roll call, too. You can open each branch to follow the relatives Gene talks
about.

Explore the ten children and their families

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

The railroad library and shops, 1922

Patrick and Mary, 1879

P.W.’s six grandsons

Railshops aerial 1931 article

Railroad library 1922 article

Community fund drive kept C&A Shops in Bloomington

Railroaders' library once west side hub
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From Gene’s conversation

William James and a working life on the railroad

Gene’s father started railroad work young. On a run between Dalhart, Texas, and Tucumcari,
New Mexico, he shoveled coal into a steam engine. Gene remembered the amount as twenty
tons each way. It was hard physical work, long before the conductor’s job his father later held.

In Chicago, William James took a job feeding a printing press. Gene calls the company Butler
Printing and says that’s where his father met his first wife. She died in childbirth, and their son
Darb went to live with Grandma Mary in Bloomington.

William James returned to the railroad, working as a brakeman and then a conductor. Gene
explains the moves between Joliet and Bloomington as his father following the work.

Eleanor and the trip to Milwaukee

Gene remembers his father marrying Eleanor Gordon in 1911 and going to Milwaukee for their
honeymoon. William James could make friends anywhere, in Gene’s telling. That included
Eleanor’s father, who had opposed the marriage because William James was Catholic.

Years later, Gene went to Kewanee for a church record his father needed for a Social Security
application. It’s one more trip he remembers taking on his father’s behalf.

Meet William James’s children

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Bloomington railroad shops, 1931

The railroad shops, 1917

Inside the shops, April 1936

William James and his son William Gordon

Railshops aerial 1931 article

The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on WJBC (archive catalog)
Community fund drive kept C&A Shops in Bloomington

The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on WJBC

Chicago & Alton railway shops, Bloomington, 1917

Chicago and Alton Railroad shops, engines in shop
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From Gene’s conversation

The Gordons, from Belfast to Illinois

Gene traces his mother’s father, James Clark Gordon, back to Belfast. The family called him
Jimmy. As Gene tells it, he worked in the Scottish mines before coming to Illinois, where he ran
a hotel and tavern in Braidwood. Later, after a financial loss, the family’s circumstances
changed.

When Eleanor wanted to marry William James Conroy, religion became an issue. Jimmy was a
Protestant and an Orangeman. William James was Catholic. Eleanor went to stay with her aunt
Mary Lauer, known as Biddy. Gene remembers the two men eventually becoming close friends.

Going to the silent movies

Gene describes his grandmother as a kind, hardworking woman who hadn’t learned to read. He
and his brother Bill went with her to silent films and read the title cards aloud. It’s an easy
scene to picture: the boys following the words so she could follow the film.

He says she was born in England to Scottish parents. Her father worked as a mining engineer,
with family connections in Illinois and Colorado. Biddy and her daughter Minnie are part of
that wider family in his telling.

Gene also passes along his grandmother’s memory of seeing the glow of the Chicago Fire from
Braidwood. The fire was in October 1871. The print here was published that year and shows
how an artist pictured the burning city.

A funeral Gene remembered

Jimmy later worked at the Joliet steel mill. Gene says his grandfather fell into an uncovered
excavation while working at night and died. He was a small boy when it happened, but he could
still picture the horse-drawn hearse at the funeral.

Follow Eleanor’s side of the family

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
The steel works at Joliet
At the movies in 1928

The Chicago Fire, pictured in 1871
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Braidwood’s streets, railroads and businesses
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From Gene’s conversation

Gene and Bill at Trinity

Trinity High School 1930
Bloomington, Illinois

Front row from left: William Conroy, Roy Guttschow, Gene Conroy, Fred Frost, and Charles
Sweeney.

Back row: Louis Dee, Robert Jones, George Kaveney, Charles Bennett (coach), Richard Fox,
Ed Clothier, and Joseph Mc Graw.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Look at the front row of the 1930 Trinity basketball photograph. Gene is in the middle, and his
brother Bill is at the far left. Jim kept this picture with the baseball photographs from Bill’s
later career.

Gene was born in Joliet. His father’s railroad jobs took the family to Bloomington, back to
Joliet, and then to Bloomington again. In the video, he remembers his mother taking him to
school in Joliet and places the later move in 1922.

By the Trinity years, sports were a large part of his school life. He played football as well as
basketball, until a knee injury ended his football days. Looking through a team photograph
during the interview, he starts naming the boys he knew.

He’s proud of that team. As Gene says in the video, they beat the public-school state champions
twice. He also remembers the separate competition for Catholic schools, a part of Illinois sports
history you can read about through the tournament archives.

Read about the Catholic-school tournaments
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Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
The captioned 1930 photograph

Trinity tournament archive targets (archive catalog)
Trinity tournament archive targets

Catholic tournament history
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From Gene’s conversation

June’s move to South Carolina

June was the youngest of William James and Eleanor’s three children together. Gene places her
birth in Joliet in 1920. She worked at the Texas Company during the war, and the family
remembers visiting her and Eleanor in Joliet.

Later in the interview, Gene brings out a photograph of June’s home in South Carolina. Her
friend Mary Brick and Mary’s son Ronald were part of the connection that took her there. Gene
remembers the house costing $10,000 and calls the area Jasper.

He had recently spoken with her and liked the place she’d found. There was an invitation to the
Masters, too. June had access to tickets through that circle and had invited him to visit.

It’s a chance to hear Gene talk about his sister’s life at the time they recorded the conversation,
with news of a house, friends, and a trip he could take.

June in the family tree

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Possible June Conroy obituary retrieval target
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From Gene’s conversation

Betty and her Wagner family

Gene and Betty together in their convertible.

Betty is familiar throughout the conversation. She packed Bill and Jim’s train lunch, spent
summers with the children in Wisconsin, and joined Gene on later visits with Darb and Ruth.

Gene also explains how Bill got his names. William came from Gene’s father, William James
Conroy. John came from Betty’s father, whom Gene calls John Wagner.

Elizabeth Reiser

The family remembers Betty’s mother as Elizabeth Reiser, originally from Luxembourg. That
gives Betty’s side of the family its own European connection alongside Gene’s Irish relatives.

For now, you can meet Elizabeth and John in Betty’s branch and follow their grandson Bill
through the family photographs.

Visit Betty’s family

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
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Family-supplied Reiser information
The family together, 2022

Gene and Betty
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From Gene’s conversation

Uncle Bill’s family in California

After the baseball stories, Gene talks about Uncle Bill’s children, Colleen and Pat. He
remembers visiting Pat in Sacramento and having a cookout in the yard. Colleen had two
daughters, and Pat had four children. Sean is one of the children Gene mentions by name.

Bill and cousin Pat in Elmhurst

Bill remembers Pat from childhood, long before those California visits. They were playing blind
man’s bluff in an upstairs room at the family’s Elmhurst home. The stairs came right up to the
doorway.

Blindfolded, Bill followed Pat’s voice toward the door. Pat moved aside, and Bill fell down the
stairs. You can hear the family react as he tells it. For Bill, the cousin in the California
conversation was also the boy from that upstairs room.

Follow Uncle Bill’s branch

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
A photograph for Gene and Betty

Bill’s 1946 baseball-card image
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From Gene’s conversation

Darb and Ruth, before the Wisconsin summers

Before the lake, there was Bloomington. Darb was William James’s son from his first marriage.
Gene says Darb’s mother died in childbirth and Grandma Mary raised him.

Darb spent some time in Chicago, had an early marriage, and returned to the Bloomington
household. He met Ruth while she was nursing William James in the hospital, according to
Gene. They married and lived nearby.

Helping the family

During the Depression, Darb had steady work with the fire department. Gene remembers his
pay as $125 a month and remembers him helping the family with expenses, including shoes.

Aboard USS Hopi

Molly remembers Darb serving aboard USS Hopi, a Navy fleet tug that handled towing, salvage
and firefighting. It adds another chapter to the life of the Bloomington fireman the family
remembers.

The Navy’s history takes Hopi to the Mediterranean during World War II. The ship helped fight
fires and recover damaged vessels around the landings, and served as flagship of the Salvage
and Fire-fighting Group during the invasion of southern France in August 1944. The
photograph here shows her underway in the 1940s.

A place in Wisconsin

Years later, Gene had a chance to help him. Darb had bought the Wisconsin property and called
when he couldn’t meet a payment. Gene remembers sending him $1,000.

That’s part of what’s behind the lake stories. By the time Bill and Jim were going north for the
summer, Gene and Darb had been helping one another for years.

Spend some time at the lake

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
Bernard Conroy with Bloomington firefighters

Lake Tomahawk in 1955
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Bernard firefighters 1929 article

Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J. Conroy residence specification (archive catalog)
Project to mark firefighter graves lesson in history

Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J. Conroy residence specification

USS Hopi, circa 1940s

USS Hopi: official Navy history
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From Gene’s conversation

Ruth’s pickup and Darb’s fishing holes

Bill remembers riding into town in the back of Ruth’s pickup for ice cream, with everyone
hanging on. Ruth wore her cap with the bill turned up. When the conversation turns to her
Sunday fried chicken and fish dinners, everyone seems ready to join in.

There were plenty of fishing stories, too. On one visit, Darb took young John around the lake to
show him the fishing holes. At a steep bank, Darb leaned on John’s shoulder while climbing out
of the boat. John slowly sank under the weight, and they both slid down. Bill remembers Darb
saying nothing about it.

A hundred fish to clean

On another outing, the catch was remembered as roughly a hundred panfish. Then came the
cleaning. The family talks about hours at the table, long after the fun of catching them.

These memories come from different visits over the years. Bill and Jim’s childhood summers
were one part of the family’s time with Darb and Ruth; younger relatives had their own fishing
trips later.

Gene and Betty also visited them in Florida. Gene remembers going to collect them for dinner
one January and learning that Ruth had died. He talks about her with the same affection you
hear in the summer stories.

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Lake Tomahawk shoreline

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

66


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/record/image/W013SYG

From Gene’s conversation

The cousins and the Bloomington reunion

Gene’s Uncle Francis, called Pete, was his godfather and the father of Hilary Conroy. You can
read about Hilary’s university career elsewhere in the library. Here, he’s part of a much larger
group of cousins.

Published accounts of Hilary’s life name his wife Charlotte and daughter Sharlie Conroy
Ushioda. Another branch starts with P.W.’s son Tom, then Tom’s daughter Teresa, and her son
Bob Shields. Gene remembers Bob organizing a family reunion in Bloomington.

There was another relative doing family research, too. Gene describes a long phone call with
Jim Conroy in Dallas, followed by a box of family-history material. Gene says his son Jim had
some of it. Long before this website, relatives were already gathering names and stories to
share.

Read about Hilary’s career

Find the cousins in the tree

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript
Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Hilary and Charlotte Conroy's planned Japan year
Charlotte J. Conroy, Penn Museum

Charlotte Conroy, activist

F. Hilary Conroy First Book Prize

Charlotte J. Conroy Dissertation Prize
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From Gene’s conversation

Lunch at the Legion

After all the family history, someone asks about lunch. The conversation has moved back to
friends, the dog checking the property, and whether everyone is hungry. Someone suggests
taking Molly to the Legion. Gene is ready to go.

Leave the recording running and you’ll hear that everyday talk, too. The family is still together
in the room, deciding what to do next.

Read the end of the conversation

Sources and related material

Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Gene and Betty
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From the family papers and historical accounts

P.W. and his brother Thomas
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An 1850 census page listing William, Margaret, Thomas, and Edward Glavin. This page is preserved with the collected
family-history papers.

Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. His military pension index
is one of the more interesting documents in the collection because it links the names Thomas F.

Conroy, Conway, and Glavin.

Open the card and you can see those name forms together. His 1919 death certificate is here,
too, along with P.W.’s marriage return and death certificate.

The personal details are often the best reason to read these old forms. P.W. described his job as
machinist when he married Mary in 1879. In 1937, his daughter Mary Daker supplied the
information for a death certificate that records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

That long working life is familiar from Gene’s stories. The documents let you spend a little more

time with the names, dates, and handwriting.
Open Thomas’s pension card

Open Thomas’s death certificate
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Read Patrick and Mary’s marriage return

Sources and related material

Signed marriage return

Patrick’s death certificate

Thomas’s pension index

Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919
Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census
William Glavin’s pension index

Massachusetts record references
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Finding the Shunick relatives

Gene was visiting customers near Galesburg when he took his father along. In Monmouth,
someone directed them to a Shunick cousin who ran a tavern. From there, they visited an
elderly aunt and the family graves near Alexis.

To hear Gene tell it, the trip meant a great deal to his father. These were relatives from his
mother Mary’s side, still living in the area where she had married Patrick.

On her marriage return, Mary named her parents as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft and
gave her birthplace as Fletcher, Vermont. You'll see several spellings of the family name in the
papers, including Schunick and Shinnick. Gene spells it out during the conversation.

Begin with the marriage return, then listen to Gene describe the visit. It’s a chance to meet
Mary’s family through the people he and his father went to see.

See Mary’s signature

Sources and related material

Mary’s signed statement
Youghal parish register
Earlier genealogy source
Original research report
Patrick and Mary, 1879

The Illinois marriage index
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The relatives Gene remembered

When Gene talks about the North Oak Street family, he keeps going into the next generation.
Bob’s sons were Bob and John. Tom’s daughter Teresa had Bob Shields. Pete had Hilary. Aunt
Mary married Walter Daker, and Rosemary was one of their children.

Some memories are brief. Gene recalls meeting a relative through golf. Others are harder: he
remembers Bob’s son John dying at Normandy at eighteen.

Those are Gene’s memories of his cousins. You can follow the named relatives in the tree, or
return to the conversation to hear how he moves from one household to another.

Open the family branches

Sources and related material

Gene’s recollection

Original research leads

National Archives: Illinois casualty lists
P.W.’s six grandsons

Patrick and Mary, 1879

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

72


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=Normandy
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#document/conroy_family_deep_research_v1
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/army-casualties/illinois.html
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage

From the family papers and historical accounts

Catholic-school basketball in Gene’s day

Gene remembers Trinity playing in a separate Catholic-school competition. The Illinois High
School Association’s history of those tournaments gives some background to that part of his
school life.

Loyola University’s archive includes a Bloomington Trinity folder covering 1929 through 1933.

Those are the years around the team photograph Jim kept. The archive has tournament
materials for readers who want to spend more time with the schools and games.

The original family research also followed names Gene remembered from school. Chuck
Sweeney’s career took him to Notre Dame football and later officiating. Illinois lists Roy
Guttschow among its basketball letterwinners for 1934 and 1935.

Start with Gene naming the boys in the picture, then read the school histories for a wider view
of the sports they played.

Sources and related material

Captioned family photograph

THSA Catholic tournament history
Illinois basketball letterwinners

Loyola tournament archive finding aid
Earlier research and teammate references

Trinity tournament archive targets (archive catalog)
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From the family papers and historical accounts

A closer look at Lake Tomahawk

The family talks about Darb’s place as a tackle shop or a lodge. Bill remembers the mounted
muskie in its glass case, and the visits that made the lake familiar to him as a boy.

There are other ways to look at the town in those years. The Wisconsin Historical Society
catalogs a 1955 shoreline photograph of Lake Tomahawk. The 1933 guide Northward Trails in
Wisconsin includes an illustrated look at travel in the northern part of the state.

For the flying stories, the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame has accounts of Tony Werner’s
sightseeing work and Gib Green’s flying around Lake Minocqua. These local histories are useful
companions to the family’s own memories of the water, the trains, and the plane rides.

Return to the family’s lake stories

Sources and related material

The floatplane account

Wisconsin Historical Society: Lake Tomahawk shoreline, 1955
Northward Trails in Wisconsin, 1933

Gib Green’s flying history

Tony Werner interview and photographs

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua

How Lake Tomahawk got its name

Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

City Directories of the United States: Rhinelander coverage (archive catalog)
How the Town of Lake Tomahawk Got Its Name

City Directories of the United States: Rhinelander coverage
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The Conroy name in the Irish archives

Irish archives contain records for several Conroy families. Among them are a confirmation of
arms for Sir John Conroy in Balliol College’s collection and a Conroy/O’Mulconry pedigree in
the National Library of Ireland.

Coats of arms belong to particular family lines. A surname alone doesn’t make one a family
emblem. For this site, Gene and Betty’s photograph is a more personal starting point.

Readers interested in the name can explore the archive catalogs below. The family chapters
follow the relatives Gene knew and the records gathered about them.

Sources and related material

Balliol Conroy collection catalogue

NLI pedigree catalogue reference
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Bill’s school years, career and family

Bill, from York to Wisconsin and beyond

Bill’s school years took him from York High School in ElImhurst to Wisconsin, then to law
school at Ohio State. The yearbooks and alumni records give us a look at those years and the
banking career that followed.

Bill at York

The 1964 senior portrait gives his full name: William John Conroy. Gene explains the John in
the family interview: it came from Betty’s father, John Wagner. At York, Bill’s senior entry
records football captain in his sophomore year, followed by football letters in his junior and
senior years.

His grandson Will now plays at York, too, starting on the varsity offensive line as a junior. Bill
and Sarah have been at every game since his freshman year.

He also earned letters in track. One yearbook photograph catches him letting the twelve-pound
shot fly during warm-ups. In another, he’s with the officers of the Lettermen’s Club, where he
served as secretary.

A December dinner in Chicago

In 1963, Bill was York’s nominee for a Rockne Award. The Notre Dame alumni magazine names
him in its report of the December dinner at the Conrad Hilton. Nominees and their coaches
were guests of the Chicago club. The magazine also printed a photograph of the room, with the
students seated on a double dais. You can open both the report and the photograph here.

On to Wisconsin

From York, Bill went to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The October 23, 1965 Daily
Cardinal squad list puts William Conroy at number 53, playing center. The family remembers a
knee injury cutting into his playing days, and a connection to the Badgers that continued long
afterward.

Wisconsin also brought the Betas. The Alpha Pi chapter of Beta Theta Pi lists William J. Conroy
with the class of 1968 in its alumni newsletter. Decades after his student years, his name was
still part of the chapter’s record.
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Law school, then banking

Bill’s next school was Ohio State. His portrait appears in the College of Law’s class of 1971
composite, labeled W. J. Conroy. It’s a chance to see him at the beginning of his professional
life, among the classmates who shared those years.

The alumni notes help follow what came next. In August 1976, they place William J. Conroy at
the Bank of Madison. By the spring/summer 2002 issue, the news comes from Florida: he had
been elected managing director of the Trust Department of Marine Bank and Trust in Vero
Beach.

Back with the family

Bill and Sarah raised Jack and Molly, and their family now includes six grandchildren. Open

the family tree to meet his siblings and cousins, and see more of the photographs gathered here.

Sources and related material

Bill, Will and Sarah at York

Bill's York senior portrait, 1964
York’s 1963 varsity football team
Bill throwing the shot, 1963

The Lettermen’s Club officers

Bill’s 1963 Rockne Award nomination
The 1963 Rockne Awards dinner
Bill and the Betas

Ohio State law, class of 1971

Bank of Madison, 1976

A senior banking role in Vero Beach

Gene on Bill’s name and Betty’s family
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People in the family

The relationships and notes recorded in version 15. More of the family can be added over time.

Gene Conroy
Betty’s husband - Bill’s father

Gene grew up between Joliet and Bloomington as his father followed railroad work. In the
video, he remembers Trinity sports, the University of Illinois, and moving to Chicago in 1934.
He and Betty raised five children. His memorial card records June 14, 1913, to December 27,
2001.

Watch the conversation

His brother’s baseball story

Gene, Betty and June

Gene’s school years

Betty Wagner Conroy
Gene’s wife - Bill’s mother

Betty packed the lunch Bill and Jim ate before their train even left Chicago. She spent summers
with the children in Wisconsin while Gene worked during the week. The family remembers her
mother, Elizabeth Reiser, as originally from Luxembourg.

The train journey

The Wagner and Reiser family

Patrick William “P.W.” Conroy

Gene’s grandfather - Bill’s great-grandfather

Gene knew his grandfather as P.W. or the Boilermaker, a railroad man who could still swim
across a lake in his seventies. Patrick married Mary Shunick in Monmouth in 1879. His death
certificate records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

The boilermaker story

Read the ancestry evidence

Mary Shunick Conroy

Gene’s grandmother - Bill’s great-grandmother
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Mary married Patrick in Monmouth in 1879. She named Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft as
her parents and Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace. Gene remembers the ten children she
raised, and the care she later gave her grandson Darb.

The Shunick family visit

Mary’s life and family

Edmund Shunick & Honora Croft

Mary’s parents

Mary named Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft as her parents on her marriage return. Their
grandson William James later visited Shunick relatives around Monmouth and Alexis with
Gene.

Follow the Shunick story

The Irish connections

William James Conroy
Gene’s father - Bill’s grandfather

As Gene tells it, his father started by shoveling coal into steam engines and later became a
conductor. William James and Eleanor had Gene, Bill, and June. His older son Darb was from
his first marriage. You can see William James with the ballplayer Bill in the White Sox Park
photograph.

The railroad moves

Read his working life

Eleanor Gordon Conroy

Gene’s mother - Bill’s grandmother

Gene remembers his mother growing up in Braidwood. Her father Jimmy Gordon opposed her
marriage to William James because he was Catholic. In Gene’s telling, the two men later
became close friends.

Read the Gordon memories

The wider Gordon family

William Gordon “Bill” Conroy

Gene’s brother - Bill’s uncle

Gene’s brother Bill became a major-league catcher with the Philadelphia Athletics and Boston
Red Sox. Jim kept the photographs and newspaper article you can read here. Bill signed his
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portrait to Gene and Betty as ‘Bro. Bill.’

Follow his baseball career

Bernard “Darb” Conroy
Gene’s half-brother and sister-in-law

Gene remembers Darb’s steady work with the Bloomington fire department and how he helped
the family during the Depression. Later, Bill and Jim spent summers with Darb and Ruth at
Lake Tomahawk. Those visits get everyone talking in the interview. Molly remembers his
service aboard USS Hopi, the Navy tug pictured here.

The fishing stories
The journey north

Darb and Ruth’s life

Thomas Conroy / Glavin

Remembered by Gene as P.W.’s brother

Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. His pension index records
the names Conroy, Conway, and Glavin. You can open the card and his death certificate here.

Read about Thomas

Bill Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son

William John Conroy is Gene and Betty’s son. He played football at York High School and
Wisconsin, went to law school at Ohio State, and built a banking career that took him from
Madison to Vero Beach. He and Sarah raised Jack and Molly and have six grandchildren.

Bill’s school years, career and family
Bill’s train memory

The family today

Sarah Cullen Conroy
Bill’s wife - Jack and Molly’s mother

Sarah is part of the recorded family conversation and the family photographs gathered here.
She and Bill raised Jack and Molly.

Bill and Sarah’s family
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B.G. & Jim Butler

Gene & Betty’s eldest child and her husband

B.G., Gene and Betty’s eldest child, married Jim Butler. Tom, Pat, Maureen, and Deb are
among their children. The Butler family has its own branch to explore and grow as more
relatives share their stories.

Mike Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son - Bill’s older brother

Mike is Gene and Betty’s older son and Bill’s older brother. His household has a place in the
tree, ready for more family photographs and stories.

Jim Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son - Bill's younger brother

Jim shared the Wisconsin train journey with Bill. He kept the family photographs and baseball
memorabilia that Laura photographed for this collection. Jim and his first wife Bonnie were the
parents of Tim, Jim and John. Laura was his later wife.

The train journey with Bill

Browse Jim’s collection

Kathy Conroy
Gene & Betty’s youngest child

Kathy is Gene and Betty’s youngest child. Her household is part of the wider family, with room
here for relatives to add photographs and stories over time.

Jack Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s son

Jack and Michelle’s children are Madeline (Maddie), Nora, William (Will) and Harper. Their
family appears in the Christmas 2025 photograph.

Molly Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s daughter

Molly’s daughters are Adriana and Regan. Their family appears in the 2022 photograph, with
further family photographs gathered in the collection.
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Robert “Bob” Conroy

P.W. and Mary’s eldest son

Gene remembered Bob living in Chicago and having two sons, Bob and John.

Read the family story

Bob Conroy

Son of Bob Conroy

Gene and Bill remember a meeting connected with golf when they talk about this part of Bob’s
family.

Read the family story

John Conroy
Son of Bob, in Gene’s account

As Gene remembers him, John was Bob’s son, a young relative who died at Normandy at
eighteen.

Read the family story

Edward “Ed” Conroy

P.W. and Mary’s son

Gene remembers Ed staying on the Oklahoma homestead, marrying, and having a child. He
also recalls Ed losing his wife young to appendicitis.

Read the family story

Thomas “Tom” Conroy

P.W. and Mary’s son

Tom was one of P.W. and Mary’s ten children and Teresa’s father. He belongs to the generation
after P.W.’s brother Thomas, the Civil War veteran.

Read the family story

Teresa Conroy

Tom’s daughter

Gene identifies Teresa as the mother of Bob Shields, who organized the Bloomington reunion.

Read the family story
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Bob Shields

Teresa’s son

Remembered in the interview as the organizer of a family reunion in Bloomington.

Read the family story

Mary Conroy Daker
P.W. and Mary’s daughter

A railroad secretary’s job took Mary to Chicago, as Gene remembers it. She married Walter
Daker, and Rosemary was one of their children. P.W. later lived with them in Chicago.

Read the family story

Walter Daker

Mary’s husband

Gene described him as a Chicago city electrician. He appears in the flooded-basement story.

Read the family story

Rosemary Daker Scott
Mary and Walter’s daughter

Gene remembers Rosemary having thirteen children. She was part of Aunt Mary and Walter
Daker’s family.

Read the family story

Francis “Pete” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son - Gene’s godfather

Francis, whom the family called Pete, was Gene’s godfather and the father of historian Hilary
Conroy.

Read the family story

F. Hilary Conroy
Francis/Pete’s son - Gene’s cousin

Gene’s cousin Hilary became a historian of East Asia at the University of Pennsylvania. His
university papers and a fellow historian’s account describe his work in Japan, his teaching, and
his commitment to peace.

Read the family story
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Charlotte Conroy

Hilary’s wife

Charlotte was Hilary’s wife. Published accounts of his life also name their daughter Sharlie
Conroy Ushioda.

Read the family story

Sharlie Conroy Ushioda

Hilary and Charlotte’s daughter

Sharlie Conroy Ushioda is Hilary and Charlotte’s daughter, named in the published accounts of
Hilary’s life.

Read the family story

Nan Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s daughter

Gene discusses Aunt Nan and her husband, called Doc, while looking through family
photographs.

Read the family story

“Doc”

Nan’s husband

Gene calls Nan’s husband Doc while looking through family photographs.

Read the family story

David “Dave” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son

Dave is one of the brothers Gene names when remembering the ten children on North Oak
Street.

Read the family story

Richard “Dick” Conroy

P.W. and Mary’s son

Gene remembers Uncle Dick as a character. He was one of William James’s brothers in the
North Oak Street household.

Read the family story
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Morris “Mike” Conroy

P.W. and Mary’s youngest child in Gene’s account

Gene remembers Morris going to business college, becoming secretary to a railroad president,
and traveling in a private car. The family called him Mike. He was Gene’s uncle; Gene’s son
Mike is in the later generation.

Read the family story

June Conroy

Gene and Uncle Bill’s sister

Gene placed her birth in Joliet in 1920. Her story includes Texas Company work, years with
Eleanor and a later home in South Carolina.

Read the family story

Ruth Conroy
Darb’s wife

Gene says Ruth met Darb while nursing William James in the hospital. The family remembers
her cooking, trips into town in the pickup, and summers at the lake.

Read the family story

Darb’s mother

William James’s first wife

As Gene tells it, William James met Darb’s mother while working at a printing company in
Chicago. She died in childbirth, and Grandma Mary raised Darb.

Read the family story

Gerarda Leyh Conroy
Uncle Bill’s wife

Gerarda Leyh married the ballplayer Bill Conroy. In Bill Nowlin’s biography, her father’s bakery
in Porterville was where Bill worked during the offseason.

Read the family story

Colleen Conroy

Uncle Bill’s daughter

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

85


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/june
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/darb-ruth
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/william-james-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/baseball-career

Gene remembers Colleen’s family in California, including her two daughters and later
generations of grandchildren.

Read the family story

Pat Conroy
Uncle Bill’s son

Gene remembers visiting Pat in Sacramento for a cookout. Pat had four children. Bill knew him
from childhood visits in Elmhurst, including the blind man’s bluff game he describes in the
video.

Read the family story

Sean Conroy

Pat’s son, in Gene’s account

Gene mentions Sean while talking about Pat and his four children in California.

Read the family story

James Clark “Jimmy” Gordon

Eleanor’s father

Gene’s account takes Jimmy from Belfast to mining work in Scotland, then to Braidwood and
the Joliet steel mill. Jimmy was Eleanor’s father and Gene’s grandfather.

Read the family story

Grandma Gordon

Eleanor’s mother

Gene remembers his grandmother as English-born to Scottish parents. She hadn’t learned to
read, so he and his brother read the title cards aloud when they went to silent movies together.

Read the family story

Grandma Gordon’s father

Grandma Gordon’s father, in Gene’s account

Gene remembers his grandmother’s father working as a mining engineer, with family
connections in Illinois and Colorado.

Read the family story
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Mary “Biddy” Lauer

Grandma Gordon’s sister

Gene said Biddy sheltered Eleanor during the disagreement over her marriage. Minnie was
Biddy’s daughter.

Read the family story

Minnie

Biddy’s daughter - Eleanor’s cousin

Aunt Minnie is remembered in the conversation, particularly in connection with Darb.

Read the family story

Aunt Clara

Mentioned on the Gordon side

Gene mentions Aunt Clara while remembering the wider family.

Read the family story

John Wagner
Betty’s father in Gene’s account

Gene calls Betty’s father John Wagner. He explains that Bill’s middle name, John, came from
this grandfather.

Read the family story

Elizabeth Reiser

Betty’s mother, from family information

The family remembers Elizabeth Reiser, Betty’s mother, as originally from Luxembourg.

Read the family story

Jim Conroy of Dallas

An earlier family researcher

Gene remembers a long phone call with Jim in Dallas and a box of family-history material he
sent afterward. Gene says his son Jim had some of those papers.

Read the family story
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Tom
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Tom is part of this branch of the family.

Pat
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Pat is part of this branch of the family.

Maureen
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Maureen is part of this branch of the family.

Deb

B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Deb is part of this branch of the family.

Madeline “Maddie” Conroy

Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Madeline (Maddie) is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.

Nora Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Nora is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.

William “Will” Conroy

Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Will is Jack and Michelle’s son, and Bill and Sarah’s grandson. As a junior at York High School
in Elmhurst, he starts on the varsity offensive line. His grandfather Bill played football at York
in the 1960s.

Bill and Will at York

Harper Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Harper is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.
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Adriana Guirguis
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Adriana is Molly’s daughter and one of Bill and Sarah’s six grandchildren.

Regan Guirguis

Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Regan is Molly’s daughter and one of Bill and Sarah’s six grandchildren.
Tim

Jim & Bonnie’s family

Remembered by the family

Jim & Juanita
Jim & Bonnie’s family

Jim and Juanita have no children

John & Jen

Jim & Bonnie’s family

John & Jen have three sons.

Three sons

John & Jen’s family

John and Jen have three sons.

Michelle Conroy
Jack’s wife

Michelle and Jack’s children are Madeline (Maddie), Nora, William (Will) and Harper.

Ron Guirguis
Molly’s husband

Ron is part of Molly, Adriana and Regan’s household. Their family appears together in the 2022
photograph.
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The website’s collection, with captions and source credits. Full documents remain in the site
backup and on the website. The page images here are for browsing and can be enlarged in your

PDF reader.
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Patrick and Mary, 1879
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Groom ) |
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The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Marriage return shared by family researcher Bill Daker through Find a Grave.
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William James and his son William Gordon

Bill Conroy with his Father, William J. Conroy
White Sox Park
Chicago, IL - July, 1943

The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Date and place follow the display caption.

Open this item on the website
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Gene and William at Trinity

Trinity High School 1930
Bloomington, Illinois

Front row from left: William Conroy, Roy Guttschow, Gene Conroy, Fred Frost, and Charles
Sweeney.

Back row: Louis Dee, Robert Jones, George Kaveney, Charles Bennett (coach), Richard Fox,
Ed Clothier, and Joseph Mc Graw.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Names and year follow the printed caption.
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A photograph for Gene and Betty

William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”
Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura.

Open this item on the website

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY

94


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/portrait

Uncle Bill at the first All-Star Game
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Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept this American League group photograph and the
identification sheets that go with it.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Career detail from Bill Nowlin’s SABR biography.
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The newspaper article Jim kept
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Harry Grayson’s syndicated story credits Bill Conroy’s catching with helping the Red Sox pitching staff. Laura photographed
the clipping Jim kept. A printing of the story appears in the La Grande Evening Observer on July 15, 1942.

Kept by Jim Conroy and shared by Laura. The separately retrieved newspaper page is from the University of Oregon’s Historic
Oregon Newspapers collection.
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With the Boston teammates
l

faht: Dominick DiMageio, unknown, unknown, Ted Williams, il Conroy
Selling War fonds - Ooston, 1942

The family display captions this as a 1942 war-bond event in Boston and identifies Dom DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill
Conroy. You can read the caption with the photograph.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura.
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The Flambeau 400 at Eland, 1964

Roger Puta photographed the Chicago and North Western’s Flambeau 400 at Eland in September 1964. An example of
passenger travel in northern Wisconsin in a later summer.

Roger Puta photograph, shared by Marty Bernard / railfan 44. Wikimedia Commons lists it as public domain.
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A North Western advertisement, 1916
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Chicago & North Western Railway advertisement reproduced in Chips and Sawdust, Summer 1997, Forest History Association
of Wisconsin, PDF page 22. Original 1916 advertisement is public domain in the United States.
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P.W.’s death certificate, 1937
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Patrick W. Conroy died in Chicago on March 18, 1937. His daughter Mary Daker supplied the family information. The
certificate records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

Scan shared by Bill Daker on Find a Grave, memorial 104794216, photo 320780439.
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P.W.’s six grandsons

Now Showing 4 of §
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Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Shared on Find a Grave by “Anonymous was a Woman,” who identifies the source as The Pantagraph, March 21, 1937, page 18.
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Thomas Conroy’s pension card

Now Showing 3 of §
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Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. This pension index records Thomas F. Conroy, Conway,

and Glavin together.
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Added by: Bill Daker on 6 Aug 2025

Photo type: Other

Saved source view from Find a Grave memorial 208767482.
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Gene’s memorial card

interment
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The card records Eugene D. Conroy’s dates as June 14, 1913 to December 27, 2001.
Kept by Jim; photographed and shared by Laura. Dates follow the printed card.
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Together at the lake in Minocqua, 2022

Bill and Sarah with Jack and Michelle’s family and Molly and Ron’s family at the lake in Minocqua, 2022. Jack and Michelle
and Molly and Ron now have cottages in the area Bill has visited for more than seventy years.

Photograph shared and identified by the family.
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Christmas with the family, 2025

|

A Christmas gathering with Bill and Sarah’s family in 2025.
Photograph shared and identified by the family.
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A family wedding, 2017
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A photograph from Molly and Ron’s wedding in 2017.
Photograph shared by the family.
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The Moorings, 2018

A family photograph at The Moorings in 2018.
Photograph shared by the family.
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Sarah Conroy

Sarah Cullen Conroy, Bill’s wife and mother of Jack and Molly.
Portrait identified by the family.
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Gene and Betty
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Gene and Betty together in their convertible.
Photograph shared by the family.
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Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919
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Thomas’s death certificate, with his parents recorded as William Conroy and Margaret Regan. The image viewer includes a

typed copy of the same certificate.
Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 12, 2025.
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Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census
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An 1850 census page listing William, Margaret, Thomas, and Edward Glavin. This page is preserved with the collected
family-history papers.

1850 federal census, Boston Ward 12. Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 22, 2025.
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William Glavin’s pension index
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An index card for William Glavin, naming his widow Elizabeth. Preserved with the collected family-history papers.

Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 16, 2025.
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Massachusetts record references
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William Francis Galvin

Index entries for William Glavin: a Boston marriage in 1855, volume 89, page 135, and a Roxbury death in 1866, volume 193,

page 269.

Massachusetts State Archives index; saved with the family-history papers.
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The Illinois marriage index

ilsos.gov Official Website of the Illinois Secretary of State Here's how you know English >

ILLINOIS SECRETARY of STATE

ALEXI GIANNOULIAS (o)

s > Illinois Statewide Marriage Index

lllinois Statewide Marriage Index ilinois siate Archives

Search Criteria: Conroy, Patrick and Shunick, Mary

Groom Bride Date Volume Page Lic No. County

CONROY, PATRICK SHUNICK, MARY 1879-11-09 D 27 WARREN

Return to Search

Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick, Warren County, November 9, 1879, volume D page 27. This indexes the marriage already
represented by the signed return.

Preserved research image. Illinois State Archives index. Index supporting the signed return.
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P.W.’s funeral-service notice

Now Showing 5 of §

FINERAL NOTICE.
Funeral services for Mr. P. W. Conrny
will b2 held Saturday maorning from George

R. Flynn's funeral home, 711 North Main
street, at 9 o'clock and from Holy Trinity
church at 9:30. Friends invited. Interment
in SL. Mary's cemetery.

& View original

Added by: Anonymous was a Woman on 22 Nov 2024

The_Pantagraph_1937_03_19_Page_3.jpg

Photo type: Other

The service notice describes the funeral and burial at St. Mary’s in Bloomington.
Contributor identifies the clipping as The Pantagraph, March 19, 1937, page 3. Shared through Find a Grave.
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Bill Conroy in the sports pages
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The July 15, 1942 La Grande Evening Observer, page 8. Grayson’s article is at lower left.

Source: oregonnews.uoregon.edu
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Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

350 FRIENDS JOURNAL

awakened by the light of Christ in the conscience
and so bowed down under the sense of its iniquities,
unworthiness and misery, it looks up to God and
joining with the secret stirring of the seed of God,
it breathes towards him, and is constantly breathing
forth some secret desires and aspirations towards him.

I am not sure what dictionary meaning, if any, exactly
fits Barclay's use of the word. It implies something sub-
conscious, interior and vital, an ingredient of religion
that our theologians today will do well to emphasize with
Barclay, while escaping any “particular disquisition of
each doctrine.”

Meanwhile some of us whose interest is more his-
torical and literary may perhaps prefer to try to unravel
a more concrete secret of Robert Barclay, the still un-
decoded form of shorthand in which he left the manu-
script of his life. Thus inner and outer autobiography

may be joined together. Wowr Ais Tk

Friends and Their Friends

Brian R. DePalma, 17, has the great honor of heing second
prize-winner at the ninth annual National Science Fair, held
at Flint, Mich., May 7-10. He is a student at Friends Central
School, Philadelphia. Previously his exhibit, “A Critical Study
of Hydrogen Quantum Mechanics through Cyberneties,” had
won a first prize and gold medal at the Delaware Valley Science
Fair, held at Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, in April. Some-
thing of his latest achieverhent can be grasped when it is
learned that at the National Science Fair this year there were
281 finalists, representing 45 states, Alaska, Hawaii, Japan,
and Germany. Brian won a similar second award last year,
when the Fair was held in Los Angeles (see page 286 of the
FRIENDS JOURNAL for May 3, 1958).

F. Hilary Conroy, Assistant Professor of History, University
of Pennsylvania, is taking a 18-month leave of absence to be
director of the American Friends Service Committee Inter-
national Scminar Program in Japan. With his wife, Charlotte,
and their two children, Sharlie Jo, 12, and France, 9, Hilary
Conroy will sail for Yokohama on July 28. All the family are
members of the Newtown Square, Pa., Monthly Meeting.
Their address for the next year will be 1126, 7 Chome, Kami-
meguro, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo, Japan, where they will share a
house with a Japanesc family.

Hilary Conroy was at the University in Tokyo as a Ful-
bright research scholar in 1954, and will continue his contacts
there in setting up the AFSC seminar program for the coming
year. As director of the University of Pennsylvania ¥xchange
Program with Kanazawa University, he will be in touch with
students there, and will visit other colleges and universities
in Japan. Soon after his arrival he will amend the AFSC
seminar which will be in progress in Kobe in August.

May 81, 1958

Ghana, the independent African state, has a Friends Meet-
ing. Walter B. Birmingham, English Lecturer in Economics at
the University of Ghana, describes its background in the
London Friends' Quarterly for April, 1958. The first Friends
group in Ghana was established after World War I. In 1934
2 meeting house was erected at Achimoto, called “Hill House.”
Meetings for worship were, however, not held consistently
until 1953. From that year on Friends have been meeting
regularly. Most members of the Meeting are British Friends,
and only three are African. One of them is an assistant direc-
tor of welfare, another a teacher in a high school. The third
Friend, a herbalist, imy Walter Bi especially
because of his simple standards of living and “a serenity
seldom found in any class of society.”

‘Walter and Emily Longstreth were honored at the annual
dinner of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, Philadelphia, on
May 17. Many moving tributes from those present expressed
appreciation for the services, consecration, and dedication of
the Longstreths, for their help in times of need, for their
devotion to pacifism, for their loving work at Frankford Meet-
ing and Forum. “We all thank them,” said one speaker, “for
what they have done, but most for being just what they are.”
Walter Longstreth in his address outlined the threefold char-
acted of our duty: (1) to refuse to conform to standards of
conduct now popular; (2) to be prepared to be persecuted;
and (3) to be prepared to endure suffering for loyalty to our
ideals.

The American Friends Service Committee has awarded four
fellowships for 1958-59 through its Committee of Award, The
Mary Campbcl\ Memorial Fellowship, for graduate study to
American students, has been awarded to two young women,
Eleanor Zelliot, Associate Editor of The American Friend, and
Elaine Langdon, who is working on a thesis at the University
of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. The
Camphell awards are granted to students preparing themnselves
as emissaries of international and interracial peace and good
will. Study may he done abroad or in the United States.

The Charlotte Chapman Turner Award has gone to two
men, Cyrus Johnson, a graduate assistant at Duke University,
and T. Vail Palmer, who is working on his Ph.D. at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Divinity School. The Turner award is given to
a married person rearing a family, who is interested in ad-
vanced educational training for a career, the object of which is
the alleviation of the social or medical ills of mankind. Persons
preparing for social work or medicine are especially indicated
in the purposes of this award.

No award has been made as yet of the Mary R. G. Williams
Fellowship, designed primarily for Friends who may teach at
either the Friends Girls School or the Friends Boys School in
Ramallah, Jordan. In addition to the award, the fellow receives
room and board from the school.

Applications for all these awards must be received by
February 15 each year.

L

Friends Journal, May 31, 1958, printed page 350. The family notice is in the lower-left column.
Source: friendsjournal.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com
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Deaths

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Ms. Bryan, Library

Jane G. Bryan, former administrator at the Van
Pelt-Dietrich Library, passed away December 15
from a rare ase cl cterized by
a buildup of proteins in one’s organs; she was 65.

Ms. Bryan's career at Penn spanned nearly
ears. Initially, she worked as a librarian spe-
lizing in social work titles and then became
head of reference services at the Van Pelt-Diet-
rich Library. Before leaving in 2001 for Princ-
eton University, she served as acting director of
public services. Ms. Bryan had been a member
of the Almanac Advisory Board.

Since 2005, Ms. Bryan served as director of
libraries at Drexel University.

Ms. Bryan earned her bachelor’s degree in
Italian from Wellesley College. She earned her
master’s degree in library science from Drexel
University.

Ms. Bryan is survived by her husband, James;
son, Thom: aughter, Sophie; and

A memorial service will be held on .Ianuary
31 at 3 p.m. at Drexel’s Anthony I. Drexel Picture
Gallery, 3142 Market Street. Memorial donations
may be made to the Amyloid Research Fund, 715
Albany St., K503, Boston, MA 02118,

Ms. Conroy, Penn Museum

Charlotte J. Conroy. retired coordinator of
the International room program at the Penn
m, passed away December 9 at age 88.

Ms, Conroy began working at the Penn Muse-
um as a temporary secretary in 1975 but became
permanent in 1982. The International Classroom
program that Ms. Conroy coordinated is a cre-
ative program of the Museum’s education depart-
ment whose mission is to promote intercultural
understanding between residents of the Delaware
Valley area and people around the world. She
continued to volunteer after retiring in 1990,

In addition to her duties at Penn, Ms. Conroy
had served as a board member of Internation-
al House of Philadelphia since the 1960s, of-
ten offering her home as an international gather-
g place for students. She helped coordinate its
move to its current location at 37th and Chestnut
Streets, which was dedicated in 1970.

Ms. Conroy majored in international rela-
tions at the University of California, Berkeley.

Ms. Conroy is survived by her husband, F.
Hilary Conroy, professor emeritus of history;
son, FH. Conroy, III; daughter, Sharlie Conroy
Ushioda: and four grandchildren.

Contributions may be made to the American
Friends Service Committee, 1501 Cherry St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19102.

Mr. Moukwa, Penn Senior
Kambili (Kam) Andre Joseph Moukwa, a
22-year-old senior in the College of Arts and
Sciences, was found dead January 1 in a vacant
parking lot near Delaware Avenue by friends
who had reported him missing after he hadn’t
returned home after attending a club for a New
Year’s Eve celebration. The exact cause of death
was not available, but investigators believe that
hypothermia could have been the cause,
Born in Quebece, Canada, Mr. Moukwa grew
up in Shaker Heights, Ohio and moved to Ra-
1 1

30

he w ma|orm5 in phllosophy politics ¢
nomics (PPE). He had been a member of the
United Minorities Council and served as a com-
munications intern in Mayor Michael Nutter’s
Press Office since last year.

Mr. Moukwa is survived by his parents, Mo-
songo and Barbara sisters, Camille and Elali.

ALMANAC January 13, 2009

Dr. Okereke, Orthopaedic Surgery
Dr. Enyi Okereke, associate professor of or-
thopaedic surgery, died November 25 of a heart
attack in Enugu, Nigeria, where he travelled to
train physicians. He was 54 years old.
After completing his residency at Penn, Dr.
Okereke was appointed to the faculty in 1993

School of Medicine. As an orthopaedic surgeon
at HUP, his expes was in disorders of the foot
and ankle with a special interest in diabetes and
sports injuries to the foot and ankle.

In addition to teaching, Dr. Okereke was a
consultant physician to the Penn Relays, to some
of Penn’s athletic teams and to professional teams
including the Phll‘\delphm Téers. He held heallh
fairs in the Ph hia arca and d in-

Dr. Pryor joined
the US Army Reserve
in 2004. He had been
deployed for the sec-
ond time to Iraq just
three weeks  before
his death. The Army
awarded him a Pur-
ple Heart, Bronze
Star and a Meritori-
ous Service Medal
among a dozen other
decorations.

Reflecting on Dr.
Pryor, the depart-
ment of surgery me
thi

ner city high school students. In addition, he fre-
quently traveled to his native country, Nigeria, to
conduct health fairs, donate medical equipment,
train physicians and treat patients.

He was a member of several medical organiza-
tions and was named a “Top Doctor” in orthopae-
dic surgery by Philadeiphia magazine in 2008.

Dr. Okercke completed his undergradu-
ate stuy at the University of Buffalo (SUNY)
in 1977. Six years later he earned a doctorate in
pharmacy from Mercer University. He earned his
medical degree in 1987 from Howard University.

Dr. Okereke is survived by his wife, Moriam;
sons, KarimandKelechi: daughter, Kalaya; grand-
son, KarimJoseph; three brothers; and twossisters.
For information about an endowment fund in
Dr. Okereke’s honor, contributors may send an
e-mail to enyitraumafund@gmail .com.

Dr. Pryor, Surgery and Trauma Center
Dr. John P. Pryor, assistant professor of sur-
gery and director of Penn’s Trauma Center, was
killed December 25 when a mortar struck near
his quarters while he was serving in Irag as an
Army trauma surgeon. He was 42 years old.

Dr. Pryor was appointed to the faculty in the
department of surgery in 1999. After serving as
an attending surgeon and holding other hospital
and administrative appointments, he became the
Trauma Program Director in 2006. He was also a

attending surgeon at Reading Hospi

John Pryor

’)’
ing violence in Wcst Philadelphia, to garnering
the attention of policymakers on important mat-
ters, he never waivered in his desire to bring his
mighty skills to bear on the most difficult prob-
lems of our world.”

As a chief medical adviser to the Red Cross
of Southeastern Pennsylvania, Dr. Pryor held di-
saster-relief training for volunteers. As a writ-
er, he contributed opinion articles to the Inguir-
er and the Washington Post, one of which com-
pared the deaths of soldiers on the war battle-
field to the loss of everyday citizens in Philadel-
phia’s battlefield.

Dr. Pryor’s interest in caring for the sick
started when he was young. He joined the Clif-
ton Park-Halfmoon Ambulance Corps at age 17
and the next year became a NY State Emergen-
cy Medical Technician. On September 11, 2001,
Dr. Pryor rushed to Ground Zero to help deci-
pher and fulfill medical requests.

Anative of New York. Dr. Pryor received his
BS from SUNY at Binghamton in 1988, and his
MD from SUNY Buffalo in 1994.

Dr. Pryor is survived by his wife, Dr. Car-

and John, Jr.: brother, Richard: and his parents,
Richard C. and Victoria.

A fund has been established to help his wife
and children. Donations may be made to UPHS—
Dr. John Pryor Fund, Suite 750, 3535 Market
St.. Phi ia, PA 19104-3309.

Penn’s Way—Thanks a Million

Dear Friends and Colleagues:
Each year Penn’s Way calls
of those less fortunate. For this

pon the unified strength of our community to respond to the needs
year’s Stronger Together campaign you answered our call and then

some! On behalf of the University leadership and our charitable partners from the Center for Re-
sponsible Funding, Penn Medicine and The United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania we would

like to say Thanks A Mrlh(m’ Thdnks a million for your commitment to sending a me:

|

and support to the these

age of hope

Because of your generosity  and com

serve.

ssion, in spite of this challenging financial time, the Penn’s

Way 2009 campaign met and exceeded its goal of $1,200,000—raising $1,300,372 for those in need!
We especially applaud the hard work and enthusiasm of the many individual volunteers

who served

Volunteer Coordinators and Captains, and appreciate the support of several Penn
departments: Almanae, Business Services, Computer Connection, Division of P

Safety, ISC,

Mail Services, Payroll, Penn Athletics, Penn Publications Services, the Travel Office, Penn Com-
munications, UPHS Marketing Department and VPUL.
Our deepest thanks to them and to you for making the Penn’s Way’s 2009 Workplace giving
Campaign another remarkable success! Thank You.
—Maureen S. Rush, Vice President for Public Safety, University of Pennsylvania

Penn’s Way 2009 Campaign Executive Co-chair

—Susan E. Phillips, Senior Vice President for Public Affairs, UPHS

Penn’s Way 2009 Campaign Executive Co-chair

—Harvey Rubin, Professor of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania

Penn’s Way 2009 Facuity Advisor

—Peter Quinn, Viee Dean for Professional Services, Senior Vice President, UPHS

Penn’s Way 2009 Faculty Advisor
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Penn Almanac, January 13, 2009, page 3. Her obituary is in the left column.
Source: almanac.upenn.edu
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White City opens in 1905

The Billboard 1

WHITE CITY OPENS when It opens on the Iot at Annapoli
Md., It will suprise cven the ld-tmers,
The openink of White City, Chicago. | The
marked an epoch in the history
ements. The real opening was
Precrded on Friday evening by & re-
‘eption tendered the press by the man.

ADDITIONAL NEW YORK NOTES | Ciaries Probman tas stened & contrct tor @
oot momber of years with Mustiey Wrisbt,
David Belnaco has slgned a contract |l years bus been the sar ot af e T
whth Rebert. Tifilar Beonxiyn ac | loms ai Tals's Toeaire, Landon was ihe
ereator of alf the parts T sariea b
James T. Vower asa \\HHln Morrin,

Adams in the carnival
and wll those who know
Janen know him to be a hard

The

in Warlem wilt
eex of Mar 3: Toe

and persistent worker. The Lo witl e
winners this year and get i
The coupany ln teoking ey

Peed. Sihdo, snd e

forwand to the three weeks in Halt
more with pleasure, and it 18 sure 10 Volon

jater contalned elaborate relteratlon of | be good, with other good ones to follow. | John Bernard Dy"yn (orn Dition, In -
m\- praise and congratulation so richly — Rreokiyn) will hicago with Geo, | The Colonial's vaudeville for the
deserved. WILL TEST CHILD LABOR LAW | M. Coaus'a. Liti” ooty doves forcv, bat |8 of 305 2 Tamen e Fouy Mortom, Lonine
sunday was a bright warm day, and il ili retire from the role of Sing Song to tae [GURNNK. Dedisl and Artoar.
the erwds that visited White City| A sult was commenced In a court of |50 & et of waievile booklngs whien il Atbert Cheraier. Irimore xod L
reeambled the crush &t the Worids|justice of the peace in Chicago luat |keep bim busy for seversl wostie. s Bach- | e Niasrs
T 1t wwstesn iteabale | weok 1 1ast the Jogamty ol spe 1o pro- |maon.  protege of Mr, Coms, war tried | ¥
some Sears g0, All were pieased and | hibiting the smplayment of cplaren Sone Lust wmm‘., eventog
glm !nlrll of enthusiasm swept over|in theatrex after § p. m. Six chil- 1th » succeasful debw h of Perey \M!.ﬂuu honses.
i ik o SRR It dren belonging to the Mrs, Wiggs of =
Fourteen acres of md have been | The Cabbage Zo. were brought M,A,' B e
converted into. hin ity of plensure | 1o court and one, Ressle Rurt, g el 2 T S
and $1,000.000 been expended to|fined $100 costs by Justice Un- |1 o — e

mpply it with the Intest Ideas In sum- | derwood. The case goes (o a higher
han not|court this week and will be taken to
"1 A atiempt 0 maks|be. mupreme. court o so0n. b i 19
] ¥ the mort siaborate place! pasacd the. Intermedinte. courts. | For
of It kind In the country. e
All the bulldings are constructed of’
appear In the upper courts the m
featoona of electric IENts, Which)neys for the defense agreed to sign &
the outlines of the structures, the | stipulation Eranting the charges made
t belng daxzling. In the center of | by the prosecution. Factory Inspecs
|)|o rounds risss the siectric tower,| tor Davis 1 desirous of hiving the
.000 tncandescent Jights and & {matter dechded by the supreme court,
el e

Terter,

opesn Importation; Fre
2 gmslamtys g mtimgimim e
Healey, Torace Vinton and Bdoa Clayton. and
Abexia and. Seb

The Lion Palace nwm for, the sum-
hen_Oscar Tammersiein opens 87 Momas - *venne:
i o Garen o e 3 b it OB | ) Yot Leaer, s iaeve Lane Btied
Paropean mosical soreits. aa bia. fea: | a7 be Lools Lesser, The three Lave Sisters
tare. " thers o the Ml wil be Lasise Ganotag, | (419 of the apeoiag Wi
" Kate
he| The Metropolls Themtre comes for-

Rooner, and ber .

1Bt he may be the better QUAHAEN 16 | puits” tibers Guleta. awmbeys. he Four | T2F0 00 Monday Blet with a bid for vanderi :
The park I In the form of an ob- |treat wuch cames. The case Wil belile, ¥ =
long. onefourth of a mile long and | fought ut amonk the lnwyers, and It

S elith ok 5 TAE ite. Duted the Burt e Tear of
middie runs the sunken garden. with mn.u N Rocestiigs aguinet hets Beve
sonal

Proctor’s Twenty-third has
s the headiine attractlon for the

th the Russell Brotners

Tim Morply Wil be &
Murray tod Clara Lane,

MME. SCHUMAN-HEINK MARRIED

contalning_some dlstinct amusement [ oo
‘The attraction each house | °

Schuman-Felnk and her busi- | el . 3. K
ol o, OTivn and Tavel, Som B

ness manager. Wi, Ranp. i. wis m:
containe_Is blasoned across I, Tront| jeq 'y o r\r i May twn, Searie and Violet Alten, Vernon, ventrilo-

In Incandescent fights, s0 It ls easy |Tr e quist; and the Magnint l‘-mll) Wi compl wtio
o see. from almost any part of the A '""""“' e i e e of tie] it ivon ipestte’ de a0 exceptionaily | NeREler Sisters. cotg Ao
city where amy particular one ls situ- | Sarbr Bl |l Tecka, Ml o 3 Merra Busvas ovten, &
e be mmrrlrd denied =~ P ‘.]-I i . o

'LOR" L Is a well= nwn at Coney Island anager 2 s
C. A TAYLOR'S NEWEST VENTURE |50 % S8 h‘m“,,,.,,‘ engaged | I Hendersan rontioves to ofer long and sirong | WIth "{l'ﬁ'"“" e
& in newspaper worl Chicago and |® o “". » —I‘ »
One ”Wf""‘ JHORL ThepaTORE THOMRY o et made » wost allaring g

New Yorkers who seek recre
summer sesson. Erersbody bas prepared
A5t M S Dt s 1 ey
latand will swarm with dellg
WALTER K. WL

thon

ILL IN NEW YORK

il
it i ey
Tyt loft e | e oy
AL Rapkir (M1 RO THI WM& Ol || ot Pl i of .
et i (A SEIPDES o8 he | o o Yy n anmgeroualy i i New
a of the northwest and on the|York Clty. Scariet fever 18 the repo
Charles M. Stewart, general |®d cause of his lliness

Amy  Butler. 0d Marper,
Deamond aod Malley.

e = LATE ITEMS FROM CHICAGO
r. Taylors Intesests, con- Genaro and Balley will_ give their i Sy
summated the deal, and sent the com- RELIEF FUND b ar the featore of Too i
p e b o pecsai 2 v B week of May 25, with R
which will eventuslly| Harry Wes, o performer, i sereing |Ur sod Mee et Mol the exies st et
e across the continent.|a twenty in the Llinols | tieo. ilency Frey ant Dave Fe oo et
"The company will be neaded s Lorer”| Sinte Briean for a crime of which he [and Marls. Raymosd Tea, 2
paite, Moot The Demotbe. whirivisd dawesrs;
te Taylor, wite of the author-manager,| cialms he Is net gulity, having been | Nelio. the Three Dwimosta. lvy ’ ™
and will piay from two to five weeks |uUnfalrly convicted. The Bilibonrd is W,
In Seattle, Portland. holding a fund f rellef.
Angeles buti Receiv:
lhr

Masriee Newman
The Rtttbourd. 1 5
BB Meridlis e

A Suenn A

oea 1Cyest)

C L. Biwants

Attagbes Callian’ A, G Youw iz, menaced the mont Besmtifel fhat Mas

ar
senastion wherever ever appearsd In a popular priced Tandevitie
Liso Bk Mmaelt grectally mactl sround the |bouse In toe we
Narris omces.

e
dennle Calef and Annie Waldron

wark ot M popular tay At e Cuimet Thestre, Seath

ot of
Waldeoo
the coan

eoks,
Weeks ench at the California Theatre,
San Franciaco. the Girand Opera House,
nd

- Lottle Gllon, the favorite singing
inin the same Bl for & scvond week, | CoBileane, opened a s Toeawre, fan

% s e Franciaco, May %2, and created qalle s seosa
aiiee. Tuea. ety T g o,

Tines e Tk el tich ied| The Hippodrome will be the Mecea

=i 1~r"-” o b » Fata | e it 2e calth Tamearsioes of e Twenis

At Asembly Ditrit o8 PiOey o

A SUCCESSFUL CARNIVAL CO.

(The Jones-Adams Carnlval Co. has

completed ten weeks of pros-
s b and it may be sald
,"‘”, they have fnished a falr seaso

T
togJuse 3.

hardly started. Not satis- ez

flea with having one of the strongest| o ‘aerial wets | Yoman and  Feunsiry -
5 Bl et AFnival companien om ihe| b 41 icrfwmcrs Afe P T8 400 el drserved | OIDeT members of the hel 0 Anmounces some very
Tond, Jones & Adams have fn- | sPpisuer Schettan e Oriine WIR Vall, Ty | ine otings o Toe Al

veats Tiiter ot circm men were greent amons
("1 an enormous sum of money In | oan i 1 P -
E

@ wild animal show, and next week Franch

Tewtns, Caroline Devere, Cecella it el e S e
opentig BUL will be Cast. wa

EX A. PATRICK.

1o the coast

The Billboard, June 3, 1905. Opening report on printed page 11, PDF page 13.
Source: upload.wikimedia.org
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The railway’s 1963 timetable
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The North Woods Fisherman appears in the 1963 timetable, with Lake Tomahawk and Woodruff in the right-hand table.
Published after Bill and Jim’s childhood summers.

Source: wx4.0rg
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The railway’s 1956 timetable
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Chicago & North Western, summer 1956. Table 27 on the right-hand page lists Lake Tomahawk and Woodruff. This is a dated
view of the service, rather than a record of the family’s particular departure.

Source: www.wx4.0rg
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Bernard firefighters 1929 article

Project to mark firefighter graves lesson in history

As part of a Memorial Day observance last month, active and retired Twin City firefighters
placed flags on the graves of former members of the Bloomington and Normal fire departments.

This annual rite, now organized by Bob Wills, a retired Bloomington firefighter and vice
president of the Bloomington and Normal Association of Retired Firefighters, has become even
more meaningful as a concerted research effort in the past several years has greatly increased the
number of documented gravesites.

So far, Wills and others have expanded the number of located graves from 75 to 232. Evergreen
Memorial Cemetery is the final resting place for 90 identified Bloomington and Normal
firefighters. There are also 75 such gravesites at Park Hill; 33 at East Lawn Memorial Gardens;
27 at St. Mary’s; 5 at St. Joseph’s: and 2 at Holy Cross Cemetery in Normal.

The Memorial Day weekend tradition takes on special significance when it comes to firefighters
who died in the line of duty. In the history of the Bloomington Fire Department, eight members

and one volunteer made the ultimate sacrifice, either combating a fire or from injuries sustained

at the scene of one.

The department’s first fatality occurred in 1912. On March 7 of that year, Maurice Luby died of a
heart attack while carrying a ladder during a house fire on the 1400 block of North Morris
Avenue on the city’s west side. The 47-year-old had been a Bloomington firefighter for 22 years,
making him one of the longer serving members of the department at the time.

Luby’s funeral was held at Holy Trinity Catholic Church and he was laid to rest at St. Mary’s
Cemetery on the city’s far west side. “The sacrifices incident to the life of a fireman for public
safety and for public welfare are as worthy the crowning laurel as are those of any who give up
their life for their country’s good,” noted The Daily Bulletin, a Bloomington newspaper, of
Luby’s death.

“Sorrow-stricken” firemen flanked a stretch of West Washington Street as the funeral cortege
headed to St. Mary’s Cemetery. The fire department’s full complement of horses, wagons, and
ancillary equipment—*“with which the dead fireman was so familiar”—also lined the street,

“while a fire gong toiled a doleful requiem.” Engine House No. 5, Luby’s last assignment, was
draped in black for the week.

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.
Source: mchistory.org
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Railshops aerial 1931 article

Community fund drive kept C&A Shops in Bloomington

Local and state governments often offer incentives to keep existing businesses or attract
new ones. These inducements—in the form of land giveaways, promised infrastructure
improvements, tax rebates and the like—can prove controversial, causing some public
officials and voters to recoil at the prospect of spending public dollars on private
enterprise.

Controversial or not, local leaders have employed this economic development approach
for more than a century to either retain or lure businesses, which were usually
manufacturers.

One common method to raise funds was by means of a subscription campaign, either
limited to the business community or opened to the wider public. One of the most
successful campaigns of this type occurred in 1910 when area residents pledged money to
keep the Chicago & Alton (C&A) Railroad Shops in Bloomington.

From the Civil War era into the early 20th century, the largest local employer was the
C&A Railroad, which operated a sprawling repair shops and rail yard complex on
Bloomington’s west side.

It was within this “city-unto-itself” that an army of skilled craftsmen and semi-skilled
laborers maintained, repaired, and refurbished steam locomotives and freight and
passenger cars. This work required the attention of upwards of 2,000 or more
boilermakers, machinists, pattern makers, carpenters, painters, upholsters and others. In
addition, the shops served as the home for locomotive engineers, firemen, brakemen and
conductors who plied the rails on C&A passenger and freight trains.

Around 1910 word spread that C&A officials were looking to abandon Bloomington and
its increasingly cramped west side shops for greener and roomier “pastures” elsewhere.
Spurring the need for relocation or expansion were ever larger and more powerful steam
locomotives that required more and more space for maintenance work and such. Around
1910 the C&A began upgrading its motive power roster by purchasing 20 state-of-the-art
Mikado-type locomotives. Another complement of Mikados and even larger engines
would soon follow.

When it came to the C&A Shops, Springfield, I1l. was happy to play the role of jobs
“poacher” by offering ample free land as an incentive for relocation.

Bloomington business leaders, obviously, were not willing to stand idly by as the C&A
abandoned the city without a fight. Accordingly, they drew up their own incentive
package to help facilitate expansion of the existing west side site.

The plan created by the Bloomington Business Men’s Association entailed raising
$165,000 (the equivalent of more than $4.2 million today, adjusted for inflation) from

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.
Source: mchistory.org
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Railroad library 1922 article

Railroaders’ library once west side hub

Many longtime Twin City residents will remember long-gone Withers Library, located at the
corner of Washington and East streets in downtown Bloomington. Yet all but a handful of folks
today—those in their late nineties and older—could recall the Chicago & Alton Railroad Library
on the city’s west side.

For more than four and a half decades (1879-1926), this library welcomed those who worked at
the Chicago & Alton (C&A) Shops, which for many years was the community’s largest and most
important employer. It was at this sprawling west side complex where upwards of 1,500 or more
skilled and semi-skilled “shopmen™ repaired, maintained and constructed steam locomotives and
rolling stock—everything from boxcars to Pullman sleeping car prototypes—for the mainline
railroad running between Chicago and St. Louis. There were also locomotive engineers, firemen,
brakemen, switchmen, conductors and others who rode the rails for the C&A.

It’s not known when the west side library was first established, but during the Civil War a group
calling itself the C&A Railroad Library Association was already accepting donations of books,
maps and other items. The association’s first and only standalone library building (see
accompanying photograph) went up in late 1879. The utilitarian yet handsome wood frame
structure was located at 806 N. Catherine St., between Chestnut and Walnut streets, on the
eastern edge of the C&A Shops (this stretch of Catherine Street no longer exists, as it was later
absorbed by the adjacent rail yard).

Formal incorporation of the C&A Railroad Library came one year later, in the fall of 1880. The
founding organizers included Barbara Prince, wife of attorney Ezra Prince; Fleta Stahl, whose
husband was a C&A clerk; John Flynn, a C&A dispatcher; Edwin Edmonds, yardmaster with the
C&A; and Robert Bell, a C&A storekeeper.

For a modest membership fee, the library was open to C&A employees and their family
members. It’s not known, however, if other west side residents were welcomed into the reading
room to browse the collections, or perhaps, in some instances, enjoy lending privileges.

“A circulation of aver 7,000 books last year, with our limited resources, clearly demonstrates the
need and importance of having more books, to meet the increasing demand,” read the library
association’s report from September 1883. “To the library reading room has recently been added
a good piano, two large reading tables, and several additional games of chess, dominoes, &c.”
There were also “several prominent daily papers, railroad magazines and pens, ink and writing
paper free, for the use and amusement of railroad men, who are cordially invited to spend their
leisure time in the rooms of the association.”

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.
Source: mchistory.org
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Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

The complete downloadable Summer 2016 issue. Tony’s article is on PDF pages 10-13 (printed pages 8-11).

Source: www.wahf.org

|FROM THE ARCHIVES

Tony Werner
A Northwoods Flyer

By Michael Goc

On May 20, 1986, WAHF founder Carl
Guell “visited”, as he used to say, with
Norman “Tony™ Werner at Werner’s
home in Tomahawk.

On May 20, 2016, T opened the ar-
chive file containing a transcript of that
interview. Quite a coincidence, you
might say, but true.
is an edited version of Carl’s
on with Werner. It is the story
of one Wisconsin aviator’s life in the
middle years of the 20th Century.

Werner began: “I was going to
school [Central State Teachers College]
at Stevens Point—it’s now the universi-
ty—and they started a Civilian Pilot
Training Program there of 10 students. |
was lucky enough to be one of the ten, so
I got the government to pay for me to
learn to fly. That was in the winter of "39
and "40."

The CPT course at Stevens Point
was ground school only. To get into an
actual airplane, the students traveled
north to Wausau where Werner earned
his private license after instruction from
Archie Towle. [He was a year behind 19-
year-old Marie Towle who had already
soloed at Wausau.]

CPT petered out at Stevens Point
but, with help from Professor Ray Right-
sell, Werner and his friend Maurice
“Red” Smith were able to transfer to the
flight school at Milwaukee’s Curtiss-
Wright Airport [now Timmerman]. Wer-
ner earned his commercial and flight in-
structor ratings there.

Then he moved on to Waukesha
where he “instructed for Dale Crites...
Dale had a flying service and a flying
school. And I worked for him until
1946.

With Crites, Werner worked as a
War Training Service instructor to pre-
pare pilots for the military. It gave him
the chance to fly more than just one mili-
tary trainer,

“I learned to fly in Taylor Crafts.
Archie Towle had Taylor Crafts. When
we went down to Milwaukee we flew
Stearmans and WACOs and anything
they could get. We even flew Piper Cubs

Tony Werner and his Aeronca on floats. Only a “summer flyer’, Werner nonetheless

2

logged 10,000 hours, about half of them on floats.

in some of the training. So anything. We
flew Stinsons and WACO Cabins and
Travel Air biplanes. And then they came
out with a new UPF WACO that we did
our aerobatic work in.”

In 1946, Werner came home to
Tomahawk and started his own flying
school. “I instructed for $8 an hour
furnished the airplane, furnished the gas-
oline, furnished the insurance, and fur-
nished my time and gave the ground
school. And charged $8 an hour for dual.
And now it costs that much or more to
put gasoline in an airplane for an
hour.” [$8 in 1946 is the equivalent of
$45 in 1986 and $99 in 2016.]

Hoping to take part in the boom in
personal aviation predicted for the post
World War II years, Werner took deliv-
ery of new Piper Cubs and cleared

ground for a new airport.

“There was some land available on
the east side of town that my brother hap-
pened to own...and I got permission from
him to start an airport.”

Carl asked about the Conservation
Department Airport on the west side of
Tomahawk.

“I flew off there quite a bit when |
first came up here in "46, and then [
moved to my own field on the other side
of town.” Remembered for the water
frontage of two sides and the railroad
tracks that crossed the runway, the Toma-
hawk airport was vacated by the state in
1968.

Werner trained a number of pilots
funded by the G.I. Bill. “There’s quite a
few boys around here who got their pilot
license through that program. Not too

8 Forward in Flight ~ Quarterly Magazine of the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame
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Bernard Conroy with Bloomington firefighters

Bloomington firefighters in 1929. The museum’s caption identifies a Bernard Conroy among the men. From the McLean County
Museum of History collection.

Source: mchistory.org
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Bloomington railroad shops, 1931
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An aerial view of the Chicago & Alton shops from the museum article.
Source: mchistory.org
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The railroad library and shops, 1922

A view published by the McLean County Museum, photographed during the railroad strike.
Source: mchistory.org
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Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua
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The photograph is from the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame article. It has not been identified as the plane Bill rode.
Source: www.wahf.org
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Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).
Source: www.wisconsinhistory.org
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Bill’s 1946 baseball-card image

The available image from the Sacramento Solons Sunbeam Bread card. This download does not include a card back.
Source: commons.wikimedia.org
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The railroad shops, 1917

Library of Congress stereograph. This is a setting image, with no family member identified.
Source: www.loc.gov
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Chicago’s North Western terminal

: F*:'_* riasgmgrn redmmiy, masyun oy, sofraanch. < o . e, .

Detroit Publishing Company photograph, circa 1910-1920. Earlier than the boys’ trip.
Source: www.loc.gov
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Chicago’s lakefront, circa 1900

E. C. Kropp panoramic postcard, Library of Congress. Its date belongs in the caption.
Source: www.loc.gov
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Inside the shops, April 1936

Pantagraph photograph from the McLean County Museum / Illinois Digital Archives.
Source: www.idaillinois.org
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Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Publisher-provided image from The Philadelphia Inquirer. This is a tight landscape crop; retain it as a reference until a better
portrait is obtained.

Source: www.inquirer.com
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White City’s East Board Walk

EAsT Boaro WALK, WHITE CITY, CHICAGQ

Historical postcard from the Newberry collection, via Wikimedia Commons. The catalog date range is broad; no exact visit year
is assigned.

Source: commons.wikimedia.org
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White City’s electric tower
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Postcard described as circa 1908 by the Wikimedia Commons file record. Small original, 279 x 450 pixels.
Source: commons.wikimedia.org
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Winter Driving and Summer Flying

Precautions and preparations are equally imporiant in summaer

By D Hirathai Moniheg
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Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.
Source: www.wahf.org
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 13
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Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.
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Headed East (archive catalog)

McLean County Museum of History

Baseball Collection

Processed by
JoAnna Mink
Summer 2021

Collection Information

VOLUME OF COLLECTION: | Box
COLLECTION DATES: 1857-2021
RESTRICTIONS: None

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in
this collection must be obtained in writing
from the McLean County Museum of History

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS: None

OTHER FINDING AIDS: None

LOCATION: Archives

NOTES: See also vertical files: Bloomington Colored

Giants; Fans Field; Griffith, Clark; Radbourne,
Charles (*Old Hoss™)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org
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Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime (archive

catalog)

MecLean County Museum of History

Bill Kemp Collection

Inventoried summer 2011

Collection Information

VOLUME OF COLLECTION:

Two boxes

COLLECTION DATES:

1999 - present

PROVENANCE:

None

RESTRICTIONS:

None

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in
this collection must be obtained in writing
from the McLean County Museum of History

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS: None

OTHER FINDING AIDS: None

LOCATION: Archives

NOTES: For the most recent “Page from Our Past™

columns, see vertical file “Kemp, Bill — Page
from Our Past.”

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org
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Trinity tournament archive targets (archive
catalog)

Preparing pespie 1o fead extraordinary fves
Archives & Special Collections

UA1983.16

National Catholic Interscholastic Basketball

Tournament records

Dates: 1924-1941, Undated

Creator:

Extent: 8 cu. ft (16 archives boxes, 2 scrapbooks, 2 oversize folders)

Level of description: Folder

Processor & date: Valerie Gerrard Browne, Michael J. Grace S.]., Patrick Smith,
Michael Zablotney, 1982; updated by K. Young, 2018

Administration Information

Restrictions: None

Copyright: Consult Archivist for more information.

Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Archives & Special Collections. National Catholic
Interscholastic Basketball Tournament records, 1924-1941. Box #, Folder #.
Provenance: The records of the NCIBT were placed in the Archives prior to 1978,
Separations: Removed to the Archives' photograph collections were nine photo—graphs:
one of the trophies presented in 1932; one of the annual press dinner for the NCIBT held
21 February 1934; one of the 1936 Tournament official L. M. Clarno and an unidentified
person; one of co-captains Ray McCrann and Pepper Martin of the 1936 team from St.
Patrick's High School, Elizabeth, New Jersey; four of various members of the 1937 team
from Columbia Academy, Dubuque, lowa; and one of Victor Bock, captain and high
scorer of the 1938 team from Calvert Hall, Baltimore, Maryland.

See Also: Kane Collection

Loyola News (LU Student Newspaper)

Loyolan (LU Yearbook)

Loyola University President Samuel Knox Wilson, S.J.

National Catholic Interscholastic Tournament - Rev. Joseph F. Thorning Case File

Administrative History

The National Catholic Interscholastic Basketball Tournament (NCIBT) was held
every March from 1924 through 1941 to determine the national basketball championship
for Catholic high schools and academies in the United States, under the auspices of
Loyola University (LU) from 1924 through 1934 and Loyola Academy from 1935
through 1941, this invitational meet featured competition between 32 outstanding teams
representing various sections or states of the United States. The NCIBT was also known

National Catholic Interscholastic Basketball Tournament records, 1924-1941, Undated Page 1

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.
Source: www.luc.edu
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Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable
Collection (archive catalog)

M 1271
OMm 0729

MIDWEST RAILROAD RESEARCH CENTER

TIMETABLE COLLECTION
1876-2002
Collection Information 1
Historical Sketch 2
Scope and Content Note 3
Series Contents 5

Processed by

Warner Clark and Amy Vedra
January 2020

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department
William Henry Smith Memorial Library
Indiana Historical Society
450 West Ohio Street
Indianapalis, IN 46202

www.indianahistory.org

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.
Source: indianahistory.org
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Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J.
Conroy residence specification (archive catalog)

Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection

Organized by George Perkins

Finding aid created by Museum intern Scott Lyjak, January 2013

Collection Information

VOLUME OF COLLECTION:

Map Case Drawers 30-57 and 10 Boxes

COLLECTION DATES:

1902-2004

RESTRICTIONS:

None

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in
this collection must be obtained in writing
from the McLean County Museum of History.

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS:

Blueprints, Renderings, Photographs, Floor
Plans, and Specifications

OTHER FINDING AIDS:

Excel File and PastPerfect

LOCATION:

Archive Annex and Map Cases

Biographical Sketch

Arthur L. Pillsbury (1869-1925)

Pillsbury was born in Bloomington on November 29,
1869. He grew up in Bloomington and attended schools
in Normal. His father, Willam L. Pillsbury, was
principal of the Model School at [llinois State Normal
University. In 1880, William Pillsbury became principal
of Springfield (Illinois) High School, and it was there
that Arthur graduated in 1888,

Pillsbury attended Harvard University, graduating
in 1892 with a degree in engineering. He then moved
back to Illinois to attend the University of Illinois. He
graduated with a degree in architecture in 1895 (five years
earlier, the U of I had become the first university in the
nation to offer a four-year degree in architecture).

In 1897, Pillsbury became one of the first
architects to become licensed in Illinois. The following
year, he settled in Bloomington and partnered with

Herman Evans, becoming in the process Bloomington’s first architect with a university degree.
On November 9, 1898, he married Daisy Deane Hill, daughter of Bloomington physician

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org
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City Directories of the United States:
Rhinelander coverage (archive catalog)

City Directories of the United States
Author Index

Alabama, Alabama.
Andalusia. Bessemer.
1955-1959 1938-1948
Missing years: 1956, 1958, Jefferson County, Brighton; Missing years: 1939, 1941, 1942,
Reel: 1 1943, 1944, 1945, 1947,
Reel: 42
Alabama.
Anniston. Alabama.
1908/09-1924 Bessemer.
Missing years: 1910, 1911, 1912, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1951-1953
1919, 1920, 1921, 1923, Jefferson County, Brighton, Broadmoor, Glen Hills,
Reel: 1 Hueytown, Lakewood Estates, North Highlands, West
Highlands.
Alabama. Reel: 43
Anniston,
1926-1931 Alabama.
Missing years: 1927, 1928, 1930. Bessemer.
Reel: 2 1955-1957
Jefferson County, Brighton, Broadmoor, Glen Hills,
Alabama. Hueytown, Lakewood Estates, North Highlands; Missing
Anniston. years: 1956.
1938-1945 Reel: 44
Calhoun County, Blue Mountain City, Edmondson Heights,
Hobson City, Oxford, Sunset Drive, West Anniston; Missing Alabama.
years: 1939, 1941, 1943, 1944, Bessemer.
Reel: 1 1959-1960
Jefferson County, Brighton, Broadmoor, Brownville, Glen
Alabama. Hills, Hueytown, Hueytown Crest, Industrial City, Lakewood
Anniston. Estates, Lipscomb, North Highlands, Raimund, Skyview,
1945-1951 Tennessee Farms, Wilkes, Woodward
Calhoun County, Edmondson Heights, Forrest Heights, Reel: 45
Hobson City, Oxford, Saks, Sunset Heights; Missing years:
1946, 1947, 1950. Alabama.
Reel: 2 Birmingham.
1888-1890
Alabama. Supplement.
Anniston. Reel: 1
1953-1955
Calhoun County, Blue Mountain, Edmondson Heights, Alabama.
Fairview Heights, Forrest Heights, Hobson City, Oxford, Birmingham.
Randolph Park, Saks; Missing vears: 1954. 1891-1895
Reel: 3 Supplement; Missing years: 1892, 1894
Reel: 2
Alabama.
Anniston. Alabama.
1956-1958 Birmingham.
Calhoun County, Blue Mountain, Edmondson Heights, 1896-1898
Fairview Heights, Forrest Heights, Hobson City, Oxford, Supplement.
Randolph Park, Saks Reel: 3
Reel: 4
Alabama.
Alabama. Birmingham.
Anniston. 1899-1901
1958-1960 Supplement.
Calhoun County, Blue Mountain, Edmondson Heights, Reel: 4
Fairview Heights, Forrest Heights, Golden Springs, Hobson
City, Oxford, Randolph Park, Saks. Alabama.
Reel: 5 Birmingham.
1902-03
Alabama. Reel: 1
Bessemer.
1913/14-1932 Alabama.
Missing years: 1915, 1918, 1919, 1922, 1923, 1925, 1927, Birmingham.
1928, 1929, 1930, 1931. 1904-05
Reel: 1 Reel: 2

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.
Source: assets.cengage.com
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The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on
WJBC (archive catalog)

McLean County Museum of History

WJIBC Radio Collection

Processed by
Valerie Higgins
Summer 2007

Reprocessed by
Michael Kozak
Spring 2008

Table of Contents
Collection Information
Historical Sketch

Scope and Content Note
Folder Inventory

COLLECTION INFORMATION

Volume of Collection: | Eight Boxes.

Collection Dates: 1924-2000.

Restrictions: Some brittle documents. Use photocopies unless authorized
by Librarian / Archivist.

Reproduction Rights: | Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained in writing from the McLean County
Museum of History.

Location: Archives
Notes: For additional information, see: WIBC Radio Subject
Photograph Collection.

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.
Source: mchistory.org
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Miller Park bathing beach, July 1940

A later view of the Bloomington lake Gene remembered. The museum identifies this as the park’s then-segregated bathing
beach. McLean County Museum of History.

Source: mchistory.org
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A men’s wool bathing suit, about 1920

A Jantzen wool bathing suit from about 1920, belonging to Joseph P. Cain. A period example from the South Carolina State
Museum collection.

Source: scmuseum.org
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Kewanee Boiler Corporation advertisement

KEWANEE

STEEL Riveted

DBCILERS

for Lower Heating Costs

KEWANEE BeILER CORPORATION

Kewanese, Illincis

An undated advertisement supplied by the family. It uses the Kewanee Boiler Corporation name adopted in 1928, later than
P.W.’s early years in Kewanee.

From the family’s collected sources.
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Municipal Pier, about 1925

331 Municipa Pier, Chicago, Ill.

Municipal Pier, about 1925, before its renaming as Navy Pier in 1927. Postcard from Chicago History in Postcards.
Source: chicagopc.info
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The outer harbor and pier, about 1922

OUTER HARBOR AND MUNICIPAL PIER, CHICAGO. 7 e e : i
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The outer harbor and Municipal Pier, about 1922. This postcard gives a view of the water around the pier Gene mentions.
Chicago History in Postcards.

Source: chicagopc.info

Open this item on the website

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY 157


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/outer-harbor-navy-pier-47

Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s

—

rd used store for

. Sapls,, anee, Ilinois, . i
pick-up and drop-off for laundry business.

Photo courtesy Kewanee Historical Society.

Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s, with G. W. Staples at left. Courtesy of Kewanee Historical Society, reproduced in Dean
Karau’s account of Richard Carroll.

Source: kewanee-history.com
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Haxtun boilers and the later Kewanee works

THE PLANT

IN 1910

HE KEWANEE BOILER CO.
was organized and incorporated
May 4, 1892, with a capital
stock of $100,000; $52,000 of which was
paid in. The personnel, E. E. Baker, Pres-
& ident; Horton Vail, Vice-president; J. P.
Dugger, Secretary; T. P. Pierce, August
1892 Irvour: 194 ! Waggﬁer, Dircctnrs:and B. F. Baker, Trgcas-
urer, same year. In 1893 M. F. Moore, C.
Evolution of the Smokeless Kewanee Steel V. Kellogg and James Mackey were Di-
Firebox Boiler from the Haxtun Magazine Feed rectors.
Steel Heating Boiler. The capitalization of this Company today
is $3,500,000, or more than 67 times the
paid in capital at its inception.

The company’s 1924 booklet shows earlier Haxtun boiler designs and the later Kewanee factory. From the Kewanee Historical
Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com
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Workers, factory and products

The Plant
1920

The Day’s Products :
1924

KEWANEE-BOILER COMPANY

Factory workers, products, and the plant, shown in the company’s 1924 booklet. The group photograph is labeled “The Men
1892.” Kewanee Historical Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com
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Kewanee Boiler’s illustrated history, 1924

Kewanee Boiler
History Brochure

From 1924

A company booklet published in 1924, with earlier boiler designs, factory views, and workers. Kewanee Historical Society.
Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY 161


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-kewanee-1924

Kewanee streets in Richard Carroll’s story

Dean Karau April 2021

Reprint of
RICHARD E. CARROLL — A BLACK MAN’S JOURNEY TO FREEDOM IN ILLINOIS
by Dean Karau

Kewanee Historical Society member and contributor Dean Karau’s article, RICHARD E.
CARROLL — A BLACK MAN’S JOURNEY TO FREEDOM IN ILLINOIS, appeared in the March — April
2021 edition of the Illinois Heritage Magazine, published by the Illinois State Historical
Society.

After gaining his freedom from slavery, Richard Carroll made his way to Kewanee where he
enlisted in the Union Army to fight in the Civil War. After the war, he spent over ten years in
and around Kewanee.

The Illinois State Historical Society’s Executive Director William Furry described the article
as “a fascinating portrait of an African American man’s journey up from slavery to post-Civil

War Illinois.”

Larry Lock, co-curator of the Kewanee Historical Society’s museum, assisted Dean in
gathering some of the information and photographs for the article.

Here 1s the article as it appeared in Illinois Heritage.

Dean Karau’s account of Richard Carroll includes the circa-1880s street photograph used here. Kewanee Historical Society.
Source: kewanee-history.com
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The companies behind Kewanee Boiler

Evolution and History of Kewanee Boiler

1868 — Anderson Steam Heater Co. founded; produces boilers for heating hog
feed.

1871 - Anderson installs its first boiler for heating homes.

1875 - William Haxtun buys company; changes name to Haxtun Steam Heater
Co. Company produces boilers, radiators, valves and fittings.

1880’s — Haxtun Co. thrives; John H. Pierce and Emerit E. Baker join
company. Rolling mill equipment purchased as company adds production of
pipe (1883).

1890 - Haxtun Co. employment reaches 1000, including first “girls” employed
outside offices.

1891 — National Tube Co. of McKeesport, PA, having invested in Haxtun Co.
earlier, acquires remaining interest of William Haxtun and changes name to
Western Tube Co.

1892 — Kewanee Boiler Co. is formed when Western Tube sells boiler plant to
E.E. Baker and associates. Kewanee Boiler occupies the existing boiler plant on
Main St. while Western Tube continues to produce pipes (tubes), valves and
fittings. J.H. Pierce remains with Tube Co. as president and is elected mayor of
Kewanee in 1897. Western Tube is sold to Walworth Co. in 1917.

1900 - Kewanee Boiler Co. moves to location it would occupy until its closure in
2002.

1917-1918 — During 19-month period of World War | company produces
“astounding total of 19,410 boilers, heaters and hot water storage tanks.”

1920 - “Million-dollar addition” to plant brings 13 acres under roof on property
of 33 acres. During 1920’s peak employment reaches 1,300.

1928 - E.E. Baker and associates sell company to American Radiator Co., later
known as American-Standard, and it becomes Kewanee Boiler Corporation.
Baker, until his death in 1929, and associates continue to manage local
operation. E.E. Baker’s legacy to Kewanee is unsurpassed. Besides the

development of Kewanee Boiler, Baker was the founder of Kewanee Park
District and major benefactor of the park district and many other causes.

A chronology of the steam-heating and boiler businesses in Kewanee. Kewanee Historical Society.
Source: kewanee-history.com
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Kewanee’s street lights and electric company

Society.

Viewing Kewanee’s Past
from the Present

Let There Be Light

A Brief Look at the Beginning of Street Lighting in Kewanee

Ah, street lights and lamp posts. Don’t they bring . Initially, only some individual businesses and
to mind romance and Gene Kelly. No? Well, | well-to-do homeowners put out kerosene street
maybe, your pooch reading his or her doggy world lamps in front of their stores and houses, and they
daily briefings? How ‘bout standin’ on a corner in maintained them themselves.

Winslow Arizona?

At some point before 1873, the village trustees
had erected some kerosene street lamps in the
business area and took on the responsibility for
lighting them. But the July 28, 1875, Kewanee
: = | Independent ask-
¥ J':’T@ ed for a few
V" more. “Let us

" have one on
Barker's and Whiffen's corners, and also on Main
St R. R. erossing: the expense for oil is trifling
and your police force have abundance of time
fo attend them.” The paper even suggested
that citizens living on streets outside of
downtown might “club together . . . to
attend to the lighting of the lamps.”

Whatever street lamps call to mind, they’ve been
around a long time.

Long before Europe plunged into the Dark Ages,
Romans lit their streets with oil lamps, and while 7
Europeans were bumping into each other in the
dark, people from Bagdad to Cordoba had
illuminated streets.

In the United States in 1757, Benjamin Franklin |
won the approval of the Pennsylvania Assembly for |
enclosing the oil candles that were used in his
day with a housing of “four flat panes, with a
long funnel above to draw up the smoke, and /4
crevices admitting air below, to facilitate the '
ascent of smoke” That was an improvement
over the glass globes used in London, which would
grow dark with soot in a matter of only a few |
hours.

In early 1879, Kewanee citizens pre-
sented a petition to the trustees advocating
for street gas lamps instead of the
kerosene lamps. The January 9, 1879,

It took awhile, however, for street lighting and Kewanee Independent opined that “by
lamps to come to Kewanee. Jackson Browne and me adopting the new famps our Trustees

Dean Karau traces the town’s gas and electric lighting, including the Electric Light and Motor Company. Kewanee Historical

Source: kewanee-history.com
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Miller Park archive catalog

McLean County Museum of History

Miller Park Collection

Processed by
Laura Zimmerman
December 2012
Modified/Edited 20 Feb 2024

Collection Information

VOLUME OF COLLECTION: 1 box
COLLECTION DATES: 1861-2024
PROVENANCE: Gift
RESTRICTIONS: None

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in
this collection must be obtained in writing from
the McLean County Museum of History

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS: None

OTHER FINDING AIDS: None

LOCATION: Archives

NOTES: Past Perfect #2024.0091

A guide to the museum’s Miller Park records and photographs.
Source: mchistory.org
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The steel works at Joliet

£ 5
RN 1895 TE v @ miS el

Tllinois Steel Works in Joliet, photographed between 1880 and 1901. A view of the city’s industrial landscape before the
accident Gene recalls. Library of Congress.

Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-det-4a05203. Detroit Publishing Company no. 05935.
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At the movies in 1928

Mabel Dwight’s 1928 lithograph, The Clinch, Movie Theatre. A period artist’s view of a night at the pictures, alongside Gene’s
memory of reading the silent-film titles. Library of Congress.

Mabel Dwight, The Clinch, Movie Theatre, 1928. Library of Congress, Ben and Beatrice Goldstein Foundation Collection,
LC-DIG-ppmsc-00778.
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The Chicago Fire, pictured in 1871

THE GREAT

T e o

e 23k =4

Currier & Ives pictured the Chicago Fire from the lake in this lithograph published in 1871. A contemporary illustration of the
event in Grandma Gordon’s story. Library of Congress.

Currier & Ives, The Great Fire at Chicago, Octr. 8th 1871. Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division,
LC-DIG-pga-00762.
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Braidwood’s streets, railroads and businesses

I
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Braidwood in March 1885, sheet 1 of a Sanborn fire-insurance map. The index names coal shafts, hotels, and the Chicago &
Alton depot and roundhouse. A detailed view of the town in the Gordon family story. University of Illinois Library.

Sanborn Map & Publishing Co., Braidwood, Illinois, March 1885, sheet 1 of 4. Map Library, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.
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The North Western route map, 1956
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The railroad’s system map, printed in its summer 1956 timetable. Follow the lines north from Chicago into Wisconsin. The full

schedule is available in the reader.
Source: www.wx4.0rg
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USS Hopi, circa 1940s

R

USS Hopi underway in the 1940s. The Navy fleet tug carried out towing, salvage and firefighting work. Molly remembers Darb
serving aboard her.

U.S. Navy photograph, via Wikimedia Commons and NavSource. Cataloged as public domain.
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Bill, Will and Sarah at York

Bill and Sarah with their grandson Will at York High School, where Bill also played football. They’ve attended every one of
Will’s games since his freshman year.

Family photograph. Names and Will’s junior-year football role supplied by the family.
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Bill’s York senior portrait, 1964

William John Conroy in York’s 1964 yearbook. His entry records football captain in year two, and football and track letters in
years three and four.

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 138. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.

Open this item on the website

THE CONROY FAMILY STORY / OFFLINE READING COPY 173


https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-senior

York’s 1963 varsity football team

m— e S N M ST P QN LA el 3 L
' 1 R Sosays B B oo~ = o e

]

e~ ")

.} ﬁ_—‘ B

- #-‘_ '-J:;'r' “59‘?_"'89?"'Q7‘§ cr T AAH29F 0§ "f)g"""@s“\g‘,"ﬁ."'f;
7 93 qr T-65F 0 Bl 4§90~F17 050 4 R04@E = 5B 7541 )
FE =G5 3y~ 1(-'7"'"-‘:?" -

S ;
T ge6AE qeghA2F 828 a74F 0.5 49476

“qrig ok 4 53R 771 20 ABB TS gt e s A e 510

0 555%25%25‘.31.&. 5“85-‘29“6'4" 2"‘*5"‘23 3

R. Ginder, Mgr., R. Stemple, R. Osowski, F. Koziol, P. Seminari, W. Coughlin, D,
RAdi:unr? I\-‘z’gr.. w. %ui?.ln;k, Jnga}?.

L0, Mir, 3. Ot i Poars & Wikon, I Ottngs ms, J. Wanzung, R. Fischer, B
- e 3 N Isky, D. Moos, G. Kraft, K. Ross, D. Kosar, J.

élmlg.t. Coac! K. Hul » Mgr, E. Rosboril, D. Sandelin, M. Filliy. 1. Paddock, _lr.Hicklmn‘.mR. Hllm“ar ¢
3: J. Pierce, Stat., J. Slez, R. Me-

m:h :;ug;rz‘f FOOTBALL TEAM. ROW 1.
, F. ire, W. Whitney, R. Snyder, M. Kennedy, S. Richards, R. Carl ROW 2:
G. Kummer, D. Rook, D. Cleveland, J. Licht, G. Homoly, J. cinf."J. Wilion, . mﬁ,ﬂ,’iﬁ

aylor, D, Sweeney, R. Dennis,

hé‘b’. Mueller. ROW ¥: bbard
'
H G. Blair, R. Schroeder, L. Rose, Coach A. Naidenovich. ROW 5:

% R. 0
] Bride, T. Ginder, A. Tercba, R. Bolin, M, Michalsen,

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 111. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.
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S. Sartorius, C, Liecker, P. Bus, P, Suckow, G, Fantomi, R. Bus, W. Conroy.

The yearbook caption names W. Conroy last in the fifth row. Open the full yearbook page to read the team’s names.
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Bill throwing the shot, 1963

The yearbook catches Bill warming up with the twelve-pound shot. The page looks back at York’s 1963 track season.
York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 105. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.
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The Lettermen’s Club officers

Bill was secretary of York’s Lettermen’s Club. The complete page includes the officers and the larger club photograph.
York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 88. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.
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JACK CLARK was chajrman of the Communion
Breakfast and his un]l-planncd ml'l'nrl helprd attract
one of the largest crowds in recent yea

Instead of its annual St. Pawrick’s l'arn'w the
Ladics Ausiliary worked long and hard on a special
“kickofl”” party. The committec secured the new
Hotel Continental for March 2. One of the fastest
moving programs of this or any other year was
asembled for the gala dinner party. Onc nice
thing about a Ladics Auxiliary party —it always
is full of excitement and surprises — and this year
was mo exception! Many thanks, Girls, for pro-
moting another successful party and donating the
proceeds 1o the Club’s scholarship fund.

All 1963 Rockne Award nominces received hand-
some certificates. Each boy and his
guests of the Club at the dinmer. .
cluded: Tom Perna. Bremen; Lee Swank, Wau-
kegan; Martin  Bers, Riverside-Brookfield:  Phil
Major, Rich East; Tom Rus . Reavis; Cal Lewis,
Maine West; Scort Simpson, Maine East; Renard
Thomas, Vocational; Larey Sampson, Bagan; Ted

o Gage Park: Fred Simon, Tilden; Dan
Sl;\:k Lindblom; Bill Ziclke, Harper; Dob XNakos,
Kelly.

Marlin Emery, Englewood; Wesley Greer. Dun-
bar; Paul Bach, Prosser; Greg Sebuck, Brother
Riu—: Bl:rnx(d Bndkn. Leo: Bob Gnm. Joliet Cath-

Ritas Pat Ormiby, Mendel
mel; Ralph Montgomery,
Steinmetz; Szl

"Dick Ganind
Vi Dan  Falconer,
Harrison; Joe Mercado, kgtm,, Bob Longe, Lane;
Tom Baumgacrtel, Lake View; Larry H. Hybert,
Bowen; Gary Shappel, Evergreen Park; Charles
Lewis, Homewood-Flossmoor.

Tom Fagerson, Aclington Heights; Dennis Me-
Namara, Leyden East; Bill Conroy, York; Charles
Baby, New Trier; Emie Isby. Crane; Darrel Toth,
Far:m;n» Mitchell Bateast, F:msur~ Dick Palesh,
Schurz; Dennis Totrke, Jmmaculate Gonception:
Terry Larson, Mather; Bill Meyer, St. Procopius;
Dick Fitchie, St. Edward: Dean Bareolini, Marian:
Fred Bucina, Holy Trinity; Dennis Coyne, De Paul:
Glen leen Weber; David Savini, St. Patrick;
Ron Reckemp, Marian Central Catholic.

Elmer Schelling, Marmion; Ken Babikamn, Notre
Dame; Tom Kriz, St. Mel; Emil Demko, Si.
George; Dan Dinello, Fenmwick; Steve Quinn, Loyola;
Couriney Shevelson, Park-River Forest; Dave
Smith, Highland Park; John Wright, Wheaton:
Dick Smith, Morton West; Ernic Sharpe, Carl

les Westz Van Delay,
Mickey Smith.
Dick Page.
5 and Art

Oak Lawn; Eddie Bruksch,
L:nm[nu:\" Runo Andrnnn L s,
Downers Grove; Ray Phillips. Evanst
Glenbrook North; Joe Watkins, Parke
Newbrough. Deerficld.
Looking forward 1o seeing you at Universal Notre
Dame Night in April. Start talking up a table now
so that we can make this vear's an cven bisger
success than the 1863 dinner, which was the largest
alumni gﬂ.zmnm in the history of the University.
UL FULLMER 53, Ist Vice-Pres.

Cincinnati
The University of Notre Dame Club of Greater
Cincinnati hicld their annual mmunion Breakfast

on Dee. 8, 1963, at Qur Lady of Cincinnati College.
REES LA BAR 53 was the chairman of the event
and the Club partieipation was very good.

The cvents that are anxioushy awaited are
“MOOSE” I\RAUSE’S visit in February and then
the annual §, Dis thanne with TOM 18-
PHORDING '57 as cl
——PAUL F. KELLEY '3, Seer.

Connecticut Valley

The club observed its annual Communion Sunday
on Dee. 15 with 2 Commugion supper at the Goll
Club of Avon. The supper followed an evening
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford,

The guest speaker was Msgr. James A. Connelly,
superintendent of schools for the Archdiecese of
Hartflord, who outlined for the club members. their
wives and guests the problems involved in federal
aid 1o education with particular emphasis on the
justice of the demand that Catholic schools be
included in any such progmam adapted by the

federal government.
— DON FOSKETT, Secy.

Denver
The winner of our annual scholarship award,
BILL DURLIN, turned down a $5,000 scholarship

Bill’s 1963 Rockne Award nomination

BOSTON—Breakfast obscrvance of Universal Notre Dame Communion Sunday featured

Tim Toomey 30, national alumni director; Msgr. Cornelius Donovan 09,

chaplain. William Stewart, guest; J. Harry Marr "37, chairman; Rev. Joseph P.
Manton, guest; and Cornelius Fowler *47, Boston Club president.

at Santa Clira 1o take our small one and the sev-
cral others that we were able to obtain from "the
University admiaistration.

TOM CURRIGAN, XD 4l was clected mayor
for a four-year term of the Gity of Denver an June
31, 1963, We arc all ceraainly proud of Tom, who
has been a past president of our local Club and
has worked very diligently in the last several years
with me on our scholarship committee. I think he
will be a terrific mayor as he is a terrific guy.
This eity will have much to gain by his election.

The Chief Justice of the Colorado Supreme
Court is ALBERT T. FRANTZ ’29. He is well
known, especially in the South Bend area where he
worked for some vears after graduation. I believe
that his wile is a native there. He worked in Denver
as a lawyer for many years. was president of our
Club, became a Denver district judge and then was
clected 10 the Supreme Court.

We are quite proud of the acti
this state.

We arc quite pleased to see that we now have
the chief justice of the Supreme Court and the
masor of the largest city in which one-hall of the
state’s population is concentrated, The new man-
ager of parks and recreation is JOHNNY DEE 52
who i well known as a baskaball coach and
coached at Alabama as well as Notre Dame before
coming here.  Within the last two weeks JOHN
MORAX Jr. 52 was appointed to the State Legisla-

ture.

ties of alumni in

are mast busy here with plans for next
~ear’s visit of the football team to the Air Force
Academy — st time in this arca for the team. We
hape 1o get some money for our scholarship through
various activities such as a package bus trip, lunch,
game tickes, cte.; perhaps the student irip may
here, A committee headed by JIM HELGER is
busy on the arrangementss jt includes  JIM
COUGHLIN, pres,, JOHN DEE, ViP; GERRY
SMITH, who wems to XD on this trip slane and
who s Foundation chairman, and myself.
JIM HELGER, the treasurer, is a comer — came
tive. He

swim and recreation center 1 founded and he plll
on most of the golf outi with Coughlin and Dee,
He was also in charge with Coughlin of the sports
luncheon on Oct. 21, John Dee, toastmaster.

DOX SEARS won our expense-paid trip from
here 10 XD for the UCLA game on the Burlington
RR special train,

We also held a Xmas dance which was for both
the students and alumni.

he local sponsor of the ND radio games gave
us free spot announcements scieral (34) times cach
game for our scholarship and ND in general, This
plays up ND in our arca. 1 hope to talk at Regis
Callege 10 the Pre-Law Club about XD soon. JOHN
COYNE, an alumnus of ND, is a dean at Regis
College.

— CARL EIBERGER

Des Moin;es

The Notre Dame Club of Des Moines, in co-
operation with local members of the press and
radio fraternity of Des Moines, held an apprecia-

tion luncheon honoring Bere McGrane, veteranf§

sports editor of the Des Moines Register &
Tribeme. The luncheon was held at the Kirkwood
Hotel. Des Moines. on  November 20, 1963
CHARLES CALLAHAN appeared in  behalf of
Notre Damc and presented Mr. MeGrane with a
monogrammed blanket. Members of the Club in
attendance included:

MARK WONDERLIN, JIM BOESEN, BUD
BEH, BOB BEH, LOU KURTZ, ED POSNER,
Jm SHAW, GEORGE PFLANZ, J E. JOYCE,
BOB VALESTIN, HAROLD BILL
KLINE, JOE ZUENDEL, CLEM SFH\OEEFL.

EN !Ol‘lo\ STARK, ]OSEI'H WHALEN, FRED
hESIﬂTF JOE C: TONY CRITBILI and
local President PAUL EID!'., who was the master
of ceremonies.

— ANTHOXY M. CRITELLI, Scey.

Erie

The Arnual Noire Dame Commuaion Breakfast
was held Dee. 8. 1963. The ND group went to
Communion at St. Peter’s Cathedral and then
journeyed to the Kahkwa Country Club for a
tremendous breakfast. The main speaker for the
affair was Father Louis Puscas of Gannoen College
here in Erie. The annual award for the best high
school_and grade school football player was given.

ary Dance of Erie East High School and Thomas
Wisniski of Si. Luke's Grade School werc the
recipients.

Among _ithose who attended were: Messrs. &
Mmes, JOE BARBER '35 (and three children)
BOB BARBER "0, HERB KRERN 1
McCORMICK ’55, JOHN McCORMICK
{Honorary 'E'IJ JOHN McCORMICK Jr.

(and son Bill Jr.), H. L. SCULLY (Honorary
'38), ROBERT WESCHLER (and two daughters).
LOU SHIOLENO "4, ROBERT FARMER, LEO
BRUGGER Sr. '35, TOM BATES °60 and JACK
YOUNG 3

Also pmem were: Judge & Mrs  JAMES
DWYER '37. Dr & Mrs A. J. DeSANTIS and
sucsis, TOM YOUNG, JOE BLAKE 61, LEO
BRUGGER Jr. 61. JACK BERTGES (Honorary
1), AMADO CARANDANG, JOHN LOCHTE-

JACK PALMISANO '35 and guest,
cCORMICK 61, and DR TIM ROCHE.

— LEO J. BRUGGER Jr., Secy.

Evansville

The annual summer picnic was held last August
at a private recreation area north of Evansville,
complete with fish-stocked lake, club house and
various athletie facilities. The event was well at-
tended. While the Club’s vice-president. JOE HAR-
RISON, was fufilely attempting to attach a fish
1o the end of his fishing line, President PAT
O'DANIEL and Sccrctary AL HARDING  char-
coal-grilled clioice stcaks. DON HALLER was

crowned King of the washer-tossing contest while
Mrs. BOB HARGRA\’E displaved uncanny luck
with the bingo card. Last year's secret

RLES \IA\IO\‘ “to0k honic the I;acnn"

L)

20 Notre Dame Alumnus, February-March, 1964 O

The Notre Dame alumni magazine lists Bill Conroy of York among the 1963 Rockne Award nominees. The dinner took place at
Chicago’s Conrad Hilton in December.

Notre Dame Alumnus, February-March 1964, printed pp. 19-20. University of Notre Dame Archives.
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from PAT ““RED” BOLAND, No. 1 Chelsea, Hous-
ton, Tex. 77006. (Mr. Tux, there's your address.)
ws from Pat: BOB BURNS and wile Maureen
tive at 33 Omega Court, North Highlands, Cal.
L\st word o that they lmd one girl and were
“expecting” again, JIM “ZUNTZ” ZAUATANE
had \wrked a couple of years in Germany but more
recent ek in o USA and marricd, Jiving
a 182 \aplu Rd., Brookline, Mass. Pat was won.
d:rmg what ever hnppentd to JIM “ZILCH”
last scen fat cver in Hartlord, Conn.

hE.\' ““OODY” “ODDFDRD works for an elee-
tronie frm in N. Y. Woody remains single and
active. BOB FOWLER is an actist living in Hous-
ton after touring around most paris of this country
of ours first.

It is with deep regret that I must inform you
f the passing away of RAY ONOFRIO. Rav died
Ilu— a short illness on Oct. 14, 1963. Surviving
v arc lis wile Barbara, two sons, Stephen M.
.md Patrick J., two brothers, four sisters and
parents,  Ray srmlunltd with us in "M with a
S in chem. cogineering. He was residing a1 129
Woodstock Dr., Cherry Hill, Pa.  Your prayers,
I'm sure, will be greatly appreciated.

JACK PITTAS and Ehine were blessed on Oet.
10 with David Bernard, who checked in at 9 lbs.,
2 or. That makes No. 6 for them, which is no
small feat. With the Reunion coming up does
anyone have 10 yet—well 92 How abou 82

As you may notice this article is short. No
Jetters, Pm sorry. Everyone reccived an up-to-date
Jlass Roster. Look up your ol¢ buddics and drop
hem a line and then just a postcard to me. But
above all, plan 10 atend your Reunion in Junc
and DR. DICK PILGER's soircc after the Purduc
game Oet. 3. See you then, O.K.2?

From the Alumni Office:

When JOSEPH BERTRAND was allegedly “black-
Mlltd because he was a * from membership
in the Knights of Columbus in Clll:1gﬂ the Grand

CONFIDENTIAL MEMO

To: ND Class of 1954
Subject: 10th Anniversary

REUNION
Weckend — June $2-13-14
1964

Knight and five other officers resigned. joe, now
sales director for a beauty products firm, was an
'\Il-Sl:nr basketballer.

JAMES F. KELLEHER has resigned his post as
soecial asst. to the postmaster general m \\:uhmg—

- et 2

The 1963 Rockne Awards dinner

— B

S R S atan et e T —_ e e

SPORTS DINNER in Chicago’s Conrad Hilton Hotel last December had 800 alumni and
guests hailing winners of the 1963 Rockne Awards. Candidates nominated by all
Chicagoland high schools were seated on a double dais in front of the speakers.

the Morris Inn. Se when you order !oou,»m tickets,
be sure to include the opener with Purdue.

Here is some ol the inlo 1 picked up at the
cocktail party. I think T have BOB HAIDINGER's
wile, Mary Ann, to thank for these notes. (At
least I think she handed me thesc cards. ¥t was
the erowd, nat the drinks, folks!) Bob, Mary Ann

2 children live at 39 Northridge Rd, Old
Greenwich, Conn. He is with AMF. GEORGE
ROONEY is nsl: in the running in the baby derby
after gr:cnng wwins recently,  George, who lives at

iverside Dr., Basking Ridge, N. J.. is in sales
with Deering Miliken in New York. JIM RENO
and his wife, Pat, have three childien now. Jim
is Boston branch manager for Associates Finance

They live at 4 Island Rd., Franl klin, Mass.,
informant added that BOB BENSON in Plann
Tex., recently welcomed his first child, a boy. Bob
nnh Barbizon Corp. in a sales capacity.

ETE RITTENHOUSE also was on hand. Pete
|-1\ three girls and a boy. He's in sales with E. E.
Houghton & Co, Pete lives at 550 W, 6th, Mish-
awaka. DICK GAUTHIER, who also is the proud
papa of five, still was taking bows for his latest
addition. DENNIS LAUGHLIN, who is art di-
rector for WNDU-TV, lent a little local flaver to
Dennis and his wife Joan, who have

ton, D.C. Jim sad he was several  he gathe:
job offers,
RICHARD A. ROSENTHAL, Pres. of the St.

Joseph Bank & Trust Co., was the main speaker at
a final report dinner meeting for the South Bend
YMCA membership campaign.

Dr. EUGENE W. HENRY, assoc. prof. of EE,

‘Dl-rﬂm\kd ND's participation in a threc-day con-
erence which included more than 200 technical
papers, cxhibits by 500 clectronics firms and a wide
range of seminsrs. symposia and refresher courses,

JOHNNY LATTNER was a hero in Chicago when
be discovered a fire and helped 40 persons escape
injury in the apartment building blaze on the way
home from his steak house.

FR. FRANK ZAGORC CSC las seiurned to
the U.S. from Ug.mda for a well-earned Jeave of
absence.  While in the States he will take a course
of specialized studies for the sake of his work in
the Fort Portal Diccese belore rcturning 1o Africa.

ROM MAZZOLI wrote Dick Pilger that TOM
STUBLER died of leukemia in December. leaving
a widew and five children. Dick intended to have
2 Mass offcred by the Class on the campus and

B cquesicd that you add yeur prayers.

First, I want o thank all those who turaced out
for the Class reunion aflter the UCLA game. {Look-
ing back, you must admit that my plchng that
game for a winner was pretty shrewd! Especially
after the way things went from then on.) Many
of those in altendance asked that the date for this
affair, which was enthusiastically received by
those who bent elbows together, be announced well
in advanec. S0 here jt is—the Purdue game on
Oct. 3. We'll again have the Mahogany Room in

Paul Fullmer
7344 N. Ridge Blvd.
Chicago, IlL

wo children, reside at 3003 Safem Dr.

PETE RITTEN, who is 2 broker in Minneapolis,
reports that be has three boys now. The Rittens
live_at 5206 Hampshire Dr.. Minneapolis.  JIM
BROUGHTON was the life of the party, and the
yeason _soon became apparent—he’s still a_bachelor!
Jim’s in the Service Division of General Motors in
Detroit, but_the girls call bim at 30 Emmons Ct.,
Wyandotte, Mich.

TOM PETTERSCH is with the accounting firm
of Ernst & Ernst in Grand apxds (-&-m Carrick
SE). Tom has two children. another
Grand Rapids resident (4991 muﬂ' Drive’ NE), &
a consulting cngincer,

Back to the Detroit gang for a minume. BOB
McCARREN is anather GM executive. When we
met in October, Bob had two offspring. The post-
man brings his mail to 186919 Mallina, Detroit.
JIM KORTE is with Master l"n:um:lm: in Detroit.
Jim, wile, and two kids ¢t 1265 Beaconsfield
Rd., Grosse Pointe.

It was good to see JIM CAHILL again, and I
must admit he looked healthy. Jim, who has one
boy, is controller for White Adverstising. He lives
at 4 Lake St,, Crown Point, Ind. JOE KEAR-
NEY, another guy I hadn’t scen for some sime, is
a neighbor at 2335 Marey, Evanston, LI He is
with Northwestern Heating' & Plumbing. Another
Evanstenian is TOM POWERS, who is an cduca-
tional testhook salesan with Scotr, Foresman &
Co. Tom has five children.

DICK GABERIK, who coached at Harrison High
School here in Chicago, also was on deck. JACK:

LYNN, who has four children, is an in-
dustrial engineer with General Foods Corp. 1 don't
know how be finds time to work on his master’s
degree at the University of Chicago on the side.
He and his wile, Jane, kive at 2531 W, 109k Pl.,
Chicago.

Stop the presses! MARTY CULHANE just shot
into the number onc spot in the baby sweepstakes
according to my files with another set of twins.
Marty now is the proud father of sevea frisky boys!
As Mel Allen would say. How About That?!

Big MIKE HEGARTY drove in from Detroit
for the reunion. He's a barrister and finally is
going 10 take the plunge into matrimony. BOB
GERVAIS was in from LA and passed alomg
rehrds from ED (OX) FOX.

rs from the Windy Chy were PAT SHEE-
Hr\.\' RICK HICKS, TOM GRODEN, PHIL
SHERIDAN, JOHN WEITHERS and ED KELLY.

Missed at the reunion, however. were such ze-
nowned organizers as TOM BOSSE, ROY BEL-
KN. AP TOM WELLY, JOE MADIGAN snd BUD
LaLONDE. Sce you Ou 3, Gentlemen!

Rcsn!nn from the Chicago area at the reunion
included: FRANK MAIER, FRANK LOLLI, MIKE
KELLY, TIM DEVEREUX, MIKE WARD,
STEVE REBORA, JERRY ~PRASSAS, DIC
COOK, and GEORGE SHELTON. I must take
time here 1o thank Neal Halloran for hustling
around and picking up the information cards. So
mark the Purdue game (Oet. 3) on your calendar
right now and let’s double the crowd mext year.

The letter of the cyele award goes to BILL
CLUSSERATH this time. Bill, who was in the
Program for Administrators, checks in after ecight
vears. He has enjoved keeping up with guys like
MARTY CULHANE, FRED GALIONE, ROY
BELKNAP, TOM IGLESKI and JACK FLYNN
through  this column.  Bill macried his wife,
Barbara, in 1938 and they now have four children.
The couple moved from Detroit W Tacoma (8908
S. 415t St.) in 1962, and he now i credit manager
for a clothing company.

Bill passes along these news notes, BOB MAL-
LOX is operating his family’s Ford ageney in Ta-
coma, He i married and has two kids. Bob is very
active on Tacoma’s Civie .\ppr:cnlmn Committee.
JOHN VINCENT, who lives in Olympia, Wash..
works for Uarco business forms company.
the district salesman for Western Wasl

MIKE MOYER wrote Bill from Richardson,
Tex., where he is selling multirspewtiters for IBN.
Mike has three boys. Bill also tom:spnmk with
PAUL HAUHNAR in India. Paul is in the Indian
sovernment, and would like to receive magazines
and books because his people want to know about
xhe US. His address is Paul Z. Hauhnar, Kuli-

kawn, Aijal, Miro Disuict, Assum, Indit. Tne
cidentally, Paul has six children now.

Received a nice letter from JOE McGRAW to say
that he couldn’t make it up from Tulsa (2331 E.
'.’Olh St.) for the Class mmmn. Joe said that he

lanning a vacation in Europe

s:mi that he Imi nmrd }m ald roomi

POLLNOW, Louis, Charley has two chil-

dren. Whlle in Sr Louis, Joe had dinner with

ITT and lunch with JOE MeGLYNN. Jor,

who was in BOB McGRATH'S wedding party xm
year_in New York. says that the long-legged bin

is wmzm; toward the McGrath household. M-\TT

UMACHER, who is a bank examiner in

ke City, olten draps in on Joe.

» Noire Dame Alumnus, February-March, 196¢ 35
The magazine’s photograph shows the Chicago dinner, with nominees seated on a double dais. It gives a view of the occasion
rather than an identified portrait of Bill.
Notre Dame Alumnus, February-March 1964, printed p. 35. University of Notre Dame Archives.
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Bill and the Betas

Thank You, Generous Donors!

hank you to each and every alumnus, undergraduate, and friend who donated to our The Preservation of
the Alpha Pi House campaign. We could not have done this without you! As we close this campaign, we
are so proud to announce that we crushed our goal. Again, thank you so much for your everlasting support of

Alpha Pi Chapter.

Order of Wooglin
($100,000 and up)
Ted D. Kellner '69
Frederic J. Goetzke "92

1873 Club

(850,000 10 $99,999)
Alpha Pi Actives
Anonymous

George Moore '79

Jeffrey C. White, Ph.D. 92
Maxwell S. Lord "07
Peter A. Machmeier "11

1926 Club

(825,000 10 $49,999)
Kenneth F. Siebel "63
John R. Anderson "66
Clyde M. Robinson III "68
John T. Evans "70
Roderick S. Taylor 72
Michael J. Imse *77

Chris R. Mortenson *77
W. Perry Atterholt "83

H. Robert Foerster I1I '83
Glen E. Tellock 83
Thomas C. Lathrop Jr. "84
Thomas J. Halquist *86
Robert B. Downing "91

Loving Cup

($10,000 10 $24,999)
Robert E. Hendricks '65
William V. Dietrich "62
Lawrance E. Wallden "62
Charles W. Giesen 68
Alvin K. Krug "70

James C. Mack "70
Robert L. Feind Jr. *71
David A. Lenz *71
Donald J. McLauchlan *71
Charles N. Lucas '72
Michael D. Muoio '74
Bart J. Kocha 80
Michael S. Liebow 82
Robert L. Schnese "83
Andrew J. Smart "84

Penthouse

(85,000 to $9,999)

John R. Hofmann "64
Robert G. Paul '64

Louis J. Wagner "64
Thomas B. Johnson "67
Michael D. Fullwood "69
Robert C. Vig 69

Francis E. Quinlan Ir. 70
Charles A. Randolph *70
James M. Giesen *72

Alan C. Kaniss 72

Scott H. Nettum 72
Ronald K. Buss 73
Thomas R. Oberwetter 74
Karl L. Hilgendorf 75
Bernhard W. Verhoeven 76
Craig Jones 77

Robert P. Lucas *77

Lisle W. Blackbourn '78
Laurence S. Patzman 79
Roger A. Friede Ir. *81
Mark R. Schulize *83
James M. Comnelius "85
Matthew A. Gunderson "85
Joseph M. Kronsnoble "85
Thomas T. Troncoso 95
Bernard Judge 96

Adam N. Pottner "96

Tym A. Rutkowski "09

Pleasure Dome

($2,500 to $4,999)
Carlyle “Bud” Fay '48
Thomas E. Gilbertson 65
Miles R. Adam "66
Richard A. Kimbell '66
Gerald C. Condon Jr, "68
David A. Mayland '68
John J. Oros "69

Erik J. Thorpe '69
Thomas W. Jones *70
Rudy A. Schmidt 70
John M. Kelly "71

James F. Dushek 72
Robert B. Rennebohm JIr. '72
James T. Thompson '72
Quinn P. Williams "72
Timothy E. Sanders "73
Peter J. Stone '73

Daniel F. Siedlecki *75
Kim A. Wise 75

Bruce D. Huibregtse '76
James D. Rauwerdink '76
John E. Zupanc "76
John D. Wilkie 77

Joel T. Marker '79

Mark A. Hoffmeister '83
Steven C. Southwell "83
David K. Francis "85
James R. Curtis 86
William R. Zink '86
Hans Hofmeister *91
Mark J. Zenkner *97
Robert Romeo '16
Jacob J. Hentges "18
Samuel L. Haack "19
John Boosalis 20

Dragon’s Lair

(31,000 to $2,499)
Charles G. Bentzin 54
Walter Richard Ebling *54
Phillip H. Frensz '55
George F. Hilgemeier Jr. 55
Thomas E. Means '56
Richard D. Parlow '57
Joe Irwin "58

Daniel E. Worden '62
John H. Bargren, M.D. 63
Jerry R. Lyman '63

Jan J. Weisberg '63
Wright B. George '65
Bruce K. Defnet "66

Jay B. Capouch "67
Gilbert LaCroix 67
William J. Conroy '68
Lawrence H. Kener '68
James G. Mestl '68

James T. Pearce "68

John S. Poser "68

John C. Tietz "68

Dennis D. Christensen "69
Larry K. Stover "69
Joseph R. Buchanan *71
David C. Egelhoff 71
Richard K. Hanneman *71
Gregory C. Markos "71
Odin A, Thorpe "71
Stephen J. Hilmer 72

CAMPAIGN STATUS
AT A GLANCE
As of April 22, 2022

$1.5 MILLION GOAL

$1,773,530
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

275 CONTRIBUTORS

Bradley J. Bennett 73
William R. Perrigo Jr. *72
Donald B. Thayer 72
Steven C. Gunderson '73
Michael R. Haas *74
Randy E. Pfingsten *74
David M. Huibregtse 76
Stephen J. Meyer "76
Anthony C. Canepa Ir. 77
Richard F. Hase *77

Jim Egan "79

Matthew M. Frost '79
Jeffrey D. Holtshopple '79
James H. Miner "79

Mark A. Kaiser 81

David J. Schmidt '81
Scott R. Gillespie 82
John Giroulx '82

James D. Jones "82
Michael A. Kelsey "82
Thomas A. Frost "83
Douglas W. Mielke 83
Tim O. Kroenke '84
Rodney T. Recker "84
Gary Frings "85

John B. Hay "85

Robert F. Klockow "85
Thomas A. Miller 85
Timothy L. Semmann 85
Felix Willis Caruso Jr. "87
BJ Miller 87

Patrick J. Krill "91
Oyvind Wistrom 92
Bradley H. Garcia, Ph.D. 94
Nicholas G. Stephani ‘95
Michael Powers 96
Andrew J. Stravers "07
Brandon J. Lamp "14

BETA THETA PI

The Alpha Pi chapter of Beta Theta Pi lists William J. Conroy with the class of 1968. His name also appears in its summer 2021

newsletter.

Alpha Pilot, spring 2022, p. 4. Alpha Pi chapter, Beta Theta Pi, University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Ohio State law, class of 1971

= —— — — ———

W. J. CONROY

The class composite includes this portrait labeled W. J. Conroy. Open the original to see the whole class; Bill’s portrait is fourth
from the left in the first full student row below the class title.

Rembrandt Studio; Ohio State University Archives, Knowledge Bank, College of Law Class of 1971.
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Bank of Madison, 1976

8

J. Douglas Donenfeld is with the firm of Sidley & Austin,
Chic: inois.

Lance E. nberg is with the firm of Male. Bloom. Bodne,
Freeman & Kuperstein, Miami, Florida

James P. Kura has been named to head the new Public Defen-
der's Office of Franklin County. Ohijo.

Mark K. Merkle, Jr. has become a partner in the firm of Porter,
Stanley. Platt & Arthur, Columbus.

1971

Thurman E. Anderson has opened his own office at 2335 Cleve-
land Avenue in Columbus.

Edward S. Chapman is associated with Edward Miller Co. in
Worthington. Ohio.

William J. Conroy is affiliated with the Bank of Madison. Madi-
son. Wisconsin

Carl J. Debevac is now practicing in Euclid, Ohio.

Michael Ward is Assistant Prosecut Attorney. Athens. Ohio.
1972

Aleita J. Ailes is now with the Legal Department of The Kissell
Co.. Springfield, Ohio.

Charles Saunders, Jr. is with the Ashland Chemical Co.. Dublin.
Ohio

Stephen L. Smith is with the firm of Hite & Hite. Utica. Ohio.
1973

Charles K. Bennett is in practice at 159 5. Ma
David Bowers is with CNA Insurance Co..
¢ practice in Columbus.

Akron. Ohio.

0. Illinois

Stephen D. Freedman is now in prive
Mario C. Grant is with the Office of N
the Department of Justice. Washington. D.C
Thomas K. McKnight is with the Office of Telecommunications
Policy. Executive Office of the President. Washington. D.C.
Harold D. Paddock is with the firm of Wolske & Blue, Columbus
David A. Penrod is with the firm of Hoover & Hoover. Harrison-
burg. Virginia.

1974

Robert N. Black is with the Forum International. Inc.. Columbus
John C. Deal is counsel for the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp..
Columbus

Michael S. Duty is with the firm of Aronoff & Rosen in Cincinnati.
Ohio.

DEATHS
> recent deaths of: Ormond S
7. Howard W.Ankrom '| .quJ Baker'51. Matthew
G n ‘21, O. Victor Blumenstiel *35. William C. Bryant
?’ Wll!mm—\ Dougherty '17, Bmmmml— DeGmol *26, Daniel
1 Leonard D. Esley "27. Joseph H. Ellison '39.
A Ism\lnnl. 13, William F. Fitzgibbon "28. A. Douglas
Frechafer "62, Roy J. Gillen "19, Sidney D. (n:llnh 41, Dc
Hoskins 24, James P. Hunt i E. Hunter
Frank I. Kloeb "20. Ru\\nll E "“ Joseph L.
3 9. Richard
24, Dudley
Stephens "13

nm,

mnph “10“1;!\ 17, Rnbul I) I\um.l
Whitney. Jr.

agement & Finance of

Roger W. Kienzle, Jr. is Public Defender for Wayne County.
Wooster, Ohio.

Hubert J. Pries is Contracts Administrator & Assistant to the
Vice President of the G & W Manufacturing Co.. Davenport,
lowa,

Frederick Ransier and Kathleen Ransier have opened an office
under the name of Johnson. Ran: & Ransier, Columbus.

A Special Note

Frank Strong, Dean and Professor Emeritus at the College ¢
currently Professor of Law at the University of North Carolina,
visited the College in May when in Columbus to participate in the
meeting of the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference.

Would you take Constitutional Law from this man? (Photo of Dean
Strong furnished by Walker Blakey. "67, Assistant Professor of Law at
the University of North Carolina.)

Alumni Partnerships
Langdon D. Bell '63 and Ted B. Clevenger "68 have formed a
partnership under the firm name of Bell & Clevenger, Columbus.
Kenneth R. Millisor '61. Steven M. Nobil '72. and William K. Rice
'65 are with the firm of Millisor. Rice & Nobil. Akron.
William L. Coleman '39. Charlotte Coleman Eufinger 72 and
John M. Eufinger ‘72 have become partners in the law firm of
Coleman & Eufinger, Marysville, Ohio. Daniel E. Behrens ‘68 is
also with the firm.
The firm of Hauxhurst, p. Mollison & Gallagher has
changed its name to Gallagh arp. Foulton, Norman & Mol-
lison. Cleveland, Ohio. Graduates who are memgers of the firm
are: Thomas A. Linton 73 Charles I. Kampinski ‘74, George W.
Stuhldreher 51 and Edward J. Cass '62
Miss Olive Busick who was Assistant to the Deans for many years
has a new address: South Towne Square Building #1, 7915 Old
Decatur Road. Apt. 104C. Fort Wayne. Indiana 46816.

Ohio State’s alumni notes place William J. Conroy, class of 1971, at the Bank of Madison in Wisconsin.
Ohio State Law Record, August 1976, p. 8. Ohio State University Knowledge Bank.
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A senior banking role in Vero Beach

William J. Conroy ’71
has been elected man-
aging director of the
Trust Department of
the Marine Bank and
Trust in Vero Beach, Fl.

The alumni magazine reports William J. Conroy’s election as managing director of the Trust Department of Marine Bank and
Trust in Vero Beach, Florida.

Ohio State Law Record, spring/summer 2002, printed p. 25. Ohio State University Knowledge Bank.
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