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CHAPTER 01

Patrick & Mary
Gene’s grandparents, and the ten children they raised.

Gene knew Patrick and Mary as his grandparents. He remembered P.W. swimming across a
lake in his seventies and Mary taking him to an amusement park in Chicago. Before those
stories came a wedding in Monmouth, on November 9, 1879.

The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Patrick and Mary sign their names

Open the marriage return and you can see their signatures. Patrick listed his work as machinist
and his birthplace as Columbus, Pennsylvania. Mary gave Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace
and named her parents, Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Gene remembered Patrick meeting Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister
near Galesburg. The marriage return brings that family story down to a particular day,
November 9, 1879, with their names written on the page. It also gives us a starting point for
Mary’s Shunick family, through the parents she named.
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The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Read the record

The boilermaker who could swim

To hear Gene tell it, P.W. was quite a swimmer. At Miller Park in Bloomington, he rented a
bathing suit, swam across the lake and back, and climbed up for a high dive. He was in his
seventies. Gene also tells a separate story about P.W. swimming around Navy Pier at 83.

The two swims belong to different memories. At Miller Park, Gene describes the lake crossing
and the dive. At Navy Pier, it’s the sight of his grandfather swimming at an age when most
people would have been content to watch. The old photographs here help put those places
around Gene’s account; the recording adds the details in his own voice.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/marriage
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A later view of the Bloomington lake Gene remembered. The museum identifies this as the park’s then-segregated bathing
beach. McLean County Museum of History.

Find the swimming stories in the interview

Following the railroad

Gene takes P.W.’s story through Kewanee, Bloomington, and Chicago. In Kewanee, steam
heating and boiler-making were already substantial businesses. The earlier Haxtun works were
part of the industrial history that eventually produced Kewanee Boiler. Later, P.W.’s daughter
Mary recorded forty years of work as a boiler inspector in railroad shops.

Work wasn’t the only thing that took them to Chicago. As Gene tells it, their daughter Mary was
a railroad superintendent’s secretary. When the superintendent moved, she went with him, and
her parents followed. Gene’s memories of visiting his grandmother at White City, the South
Side amusement park, belong to that Chicago part of their lives.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=swim
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Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s, with G. W. Staples at left. Courtesy of Kewanee Historical Society, reproduced in Dean
Karau’s account of Richard Carroll.

A visit to Mary’s relatives

Years later, Gene took his father along on a business trip near Galesburg. In Monmouth,
someone directed them to a Shunick cousin who ran a tavern. They went on to visit an elderly
aunt and the family graves near Alexis. Gene remembered how much the visit meant to his
father.

Visit Mary’s Shunick relatives

Ten children, and their families

Gene could still name them: Bob, Ed, Tom, William James, Mary, Francis, Nan, Dave, Dick,
and Morris. William James was his father. When P.W. died in 1937, six grandsons served as
pallbearers, including Gene. You can read their names in the funeral report.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/shunick-research
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Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Read the funeral report

The parrot and the flooded basement

P.W. came home from a railroad job in Mexico with a parrot. Another memory involves a
patent tonic, a flooded basement, and a very unhappy Walter. As Gene tells the stories, the
others remember them, too.

The tonic story takes a little explaining. P.W. didn’t drink, but the medicine contained alcohol,
and he took rather more than the recommended dose. Gene remembers the basement and the
water pipes, then the flood Walter came home to. The family’s laughter is part of the recording,
but the story itself has survived in the telling.

More of P.W.’s stories

From North Oak Street to the next generation

Some of the ten children stayed in Illinois; Ed went to Oklahoma. Their children included Gene,
a historian who studied Japan, and the relatives who later organized a Bloomington reunion.
Follow the branches to meet them.

Follow the ten children

From Gene’s conversation, Patrick and Mary’s marriage return, and P.W.’s death and funeral records.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/pw-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
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CHAPTER 02

Gene in Bloomington
William James, Eleanor, and the boys at Trinity.

Gene sits in the middle of the front row in the 1930 Trinity basketball photograph. His brother
Bill is at the far left. Jim kept the picture, and Laura shared it. It’s a good place to begin with
Gene as a boy in Bloomington.

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

William James and Eleanor

Gene’s father worked on the railroad, first shoveling coal into engines and later working as a
conductor. He and Eleanor Gordon had Gene, William Gordon, and June. Darb, William
James’s son from his first marriage, was their older half-brother.

Those railroad jobs shaped Gene’s childhood. He was born in Joliet, and remembers the family
going back and forth between Joliet and Bloomington. In the interview, he places a later move
to Bloomington in 1922. The railway-shop photographs give a sense of the workplaces behind
those moves.
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The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

Meet William James

Eleanor’s family

Gene remembers Eleanor growing up in Braidwood. Her father, Jimmy Gordon, came from
Belfast and worked in Scottish mines before Illinois. He opposed her marriage to a Catholic, but
Gene remembers him and William James eventually becoming close friends.

The disagreement over Eleanor’s marriage was about religion. Jimmy was a Protestant and an
Orangeman; William James was Catholic. Eleanor stayed with her aunt Mary Lauer, whom the
family called Biddy. Gene’s account follows the family beyond the disagreement to the
friendship that came afterwards.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/william-james
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Braidwood in March 1885, sheet 1 of a Sanborn fire-insurance map. The index names coal shafts, hotels, and the Chicago &
Alton depot and roundhouse. A detailed view of the town in the Gordon family story. University of Illinois Library.

Eleanor Gordon Conroy

Reading at the silent movies

Gene and his brother went to silent films with their grandmother and read the title cards aloud
for her. She hadn’t learned to read. The boys helped her follow the story on the screen.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/eleanor
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Mabel Dwight’s 1928 lithograph, The Clinch, Movie Theatre. A period artist’s view of a night at the pictures, alongside Gene’s
memory of reading the silent-film titles. Library of Congress.

Find the movie memories

Cousin Hilary

Uncle Pete’s son Hilary became a historian of East Asia. Gene mentions him in the
conversation. In the university archives and a fellow historian’s account, you can read about his
language training during World War II, work in Japan, and long teaching career.

Hilary was Uncle Pete’s son, so he and Gene belonged to the same generation of cousins. His
work took him a long way from the Illinois family stories: wartime language training, Japan
and a career studying East Asia. The longer account brings his academic life back into the
family Gene remembered.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=movies
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Friends Journal, May 31, 1958, printed page 350. The family notice is in the lower-left column.

Read about Hilary Conroy

From Trinity to the Red Sox

Look from the Trinity team photograph to the baseball portrait Jim kept. The boy at the end of
the front row became the major-league catcher. He signed the portrait to Gene and Betty as
“Bro. Bill.”

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary
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Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

The work behind the moves

As Gene tells it, his father followed the available work between Joliet and Bloomington. Earlier
jobs had taken him to the Southwest and a printing company in Chicago. His life helps explain
why the family knew so many places.
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An aerial view of the Chicago & Alton shops from the museum article.

Read William James’s story

More of the Gordon family

Gene remembers Aunt Biddy’s home, Jimmy’s hotel and tavern, and his grandfather’s funeral.
He was a small boy then, but he could still picture the horse-drawn hearse.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/william-james-life
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Illinois Steel Works in Joliet, photographed between 1880 and 1901. A view of the city’s industrial landscape before the
accident Gene recalls. Library of Congress.

Follow the Gordons

The teammates Gene remembered

During the interview, Gene talks through the boys in a team photograph. He remembers
football as well as basketball, and the knee injury that ended his football days.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
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Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Read the Trinity story

From Gene’s conversation and the photographs Jim kept, shared by Laura. Hilary’s career is described in the university and
historical sources linked in his story.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gene-trinity
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CHAPTER 03

Gene, Betty & June
Gene and Betty’s household, and June’s life in Joliet and South
Carolina.

As Gene tells it, he went from school in Bloomington to the University of Illinois and then to
Chicago in 1934. He and Betty raised five children. In the interview, you hear about the work
trips and family visits that filled those years.

Gene and Betty together in their convertible.

Working in Chicago

Looking through photographs, Gene remembers a gathering in Chicago in September 1944 and
changing jobs the following year. His work also took him around Illinois. On one business trip
near Galesburg, he brought his father along, and they went looking for the Shunick relatives.

Read the working-life recollection

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=1945
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Betty and the children

Gene and Betty raised B.G., Mike, Bill, Jim and Kathy. Wisconsin became part of their
summers while the children were young. Betty stayed up north with them, and Gene took the
train to join them after the working week.

Those summers connected several households. Betty and the children had their time up north,
Gene joined them around his work, and Darb and Ruth were there with the fishing, meals and
trips into town that everyone remembered. Years later, Bill could still describe the train journey
in detail.

Betty and the Wagner connection

News from June

Gene’s younger sister June worked at the Texas Company and spent years in Joliet with
Eleanor. Later she moved to South Carolina. In the video, Gene brings out a photograph of her
home and talks about her invitation to the Masters.

June is sometimes easiest to find in the conversation through the photographs Gene is holding.
A picture of her house leads him into her later life, while other memories take him back to the
years she spent with Eleanor. Her story continues beyond the Bloomington childhood she
shared with her brothers.

Read June’s story

Around the table

Bill and Sarah ask questions and add memories of their own. By the end, everyone is talking
about the dog, friends, and taking Molly to lunch at the Legion. It’s a family visit as much as a
history lesson.

Read the closing scene

From Gene’s conversation, the family photographs, and family information about Betty’s parents.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/betty-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/june
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/legion
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CHAPTER 04

Uncle Bill’s baseball years
Gene’s brother, the catcher the family knew as Bill.

Uncle Bill was William Gordon Conroy, Gene’s brother and the major-league catcher. Jim kept
his photographs and a newspaper article about his work with the Red Sox. Thanks to Laura, the
family can spend time with those pictures and read the story for themselves.

William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”

At the first All-Star Game

Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept an American League
group photograph from the event, along with sheets identifying the people in it. It gives the
family a picture of Bill near the beginning of his baseball career.

This was before Bill’s seasons with the Philadelphia Athletics and Boston Red Sox. The group
photograph puts him among some of the best-known players of the day. The identification
sheets are worth opening alongside it: they let you find Bill in a crowded picture, rather than
lose him among the famous faces.
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Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept this American League group photograph and the
identification sheets that go with it.

Read the career background

Joe Cronin’s catcher

Reporter Harry Grayson asked Red Sox manager Joe Cronin who deserved credit for the team’s
rise. Cronin named Conroy and praised his work with the pitchers. Open the clipping to read
the whole article, or use the text version for an easier read.

That praise makes more sense when you follow the rest of his career. Bill played for the
Athletics from 1935 through 1937, spent four seasons with Oakland, then joined Boston in 1942.
Grayson’s article lets you see how a reporter and manager described the work of the catcher
behind the plate.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/baseball-career
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The July 15, 1942 La Grande Evening Observer, page 8. Grayson’s article is at lower left.

Read the newspaper article

A visit from his father

The family display dates this photograph at White Sox Park to July 1943. Bill is beside his
father, William James, who was also Gene’s father. A visit to the ballpark gave the family this
picture of the two of them together.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/grayson
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The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

With his Boston teammates

The caption on another photograph identifies a 1942 war-bond event in Boston. It names Dom
DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill Conroy. Laura photographed the image with its caption so
you can read it alongside the picture.
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The family display captions this as a 1942 war-bond event in Boston and identifies Dom DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill
Conroy. You can read the caption with the photograph.

What Jim kept

Bill addressed his portrait to Gene and Betty. Jim kept it with the newspaper article, group
photograph, and other baseball memorabilia in his basement. Laura photographed the
collection after Jim’s death and shared it with the family.

Explore Jim’s collection

Colleen and Pat in California

Gene talks about Uncle Bill’s children, Colleen and Pat, and a visit to Pat’s home in Sacramento.
Bill remembers Pat from childhood, including a game of blind man’s bluff that ended badly at
the Elmhurst house.

The family stories pick up where the baseball records leave off. Gene remembers a cookout at
Pat’s home in Sacramento. Bill remembers playing with cousin Pat much earlier, in Elmhurst,
including a game of blind man’s bluff that went wrong. They knew Uncle Bill’s children as
cousins, with visits and stories of their own.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#collection?filter=laura
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William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”

Meet the California family

From Jim’s collection, shared by Laura, and Bill Nowlin’s SABR biography.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/california-family
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CHAPTER 05

Summers in Wisconsin
Bill and Jim’s train ride, and summers with Darb and Ruth.

Betty packed a large lunch for Bill and Jim’s train ride. They ate it before the train left the
station. Then, worried about missing their stop, they stayed in their seats for the long trip
north. Bill remembers it well.

Roger Puta photographed the Chicago and North Western’s Flambeau 400 at Eland in September 1964. An example of
passenger travel in northern Wisconsin in a later summer.

Eight hours in their seats

Before Bill and Jim set off, Gene spoke with the conductor and showed him their grandfather’s
railroad pass. The conductor said the boys would be looked after. Betty supplied the other part
of the preparations: a large packed lunch.

The boys finished their lunch before the train even left Chicago. Then, worried about missing
their stop, they stayed in their seats. Bill remembers eight hours of sitting there, determined
not to miss the station. The train photograph, route map and timetables help trace the trip he’s
describing.
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Read the train recollection

Gene’s Friday-night train

Gene made his own trips north after the working week. He remembers leaving Chicago’s North
Western Station on a Friday night in a Pullman and arriving at Lake Tomahawk the next
morning. The 1916 advertisement here gives an earlier view of how the railroad promoted trips
to the northern lakes.

For Gene, the overnight trip was a way to join Betty and the children without losing the working
week. He describes a sleeping-car journey, with Chicago behind him on Friday night and the
lakes ahead the next morning. The photographs and schedules in the gallery span several years,
so each is dated: together they show the railway that carried generations of holidaymakers
north.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=lunch
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The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

The trains and the Bearskin Trail

Darb before Wisconsin

Darb was Gene’s older half-brother. In Bloomington, his steady fire-department wages helped
the family through the Depression. Years later, Gene helped him with a payment on the
Wisconsin property. Their closeness started long before the children’s summer visits. Molly
also remembers his Navy service aboard USS Hopi, a fleet tug equipped for salvage and
firefighting.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/railway
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Bloomington firefighters in 1929. The museum’s caption identifies a Bernard Conroy among the men. From the McLean County
Museum of History collection.

Darb & Ruth

Then someone had to clean the fish

A fishing trip could turn into a much longer job once everyone was back on shore. On one later
outing, the catch was remembered as roughly a hundred panfish. Cleaning them took hours, a
detail that gets plenty of attention when the family tells the story.

The meals belong in the story as much as the fishing. Bill remembers Ruth’s Sunday fried
chicken, fish dinners and trips into town in the back of her pickup for ice cream. In the
interview, a fishing story can turn into a memory of dinner or a ride into town, with the others
joining in as they remember more.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/darb
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Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).

Read the fishing recollection

The muskie and the plane rides

Bill remembers Darb’s big muskie in a glass case. The family also remembers a pilot offering
children rides over the water for $2.50. You can read those memories alongside accounts of
sightseeing pilots who worked around the lakes.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=panfish
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The photograph is from the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame article. It has not been identified as the plane Bill rode.

Read what we know about the floatplane

How Darb met Ruth

Gene says Ruth was nursing his father in the hospital when she met Darb. They married and
lived nearby. In his stories, Gene remembers how often they helped the family.

Read Darb and Ruth’s story

Another trip around the lake

On a later visit, Darb took young John around the lake to show him his fishing holes. Getting
out of the boat at a steep bank proved more difficult than getting there. Bill tells the story in the
interview.

Darb leaned on John’s shoulder for help getting out, but John slowly sank under his weight and
they both slid down. Bill remembers Darb saying nothing about it. It’s a different visit from the
boys’ early train trips, one of the later memories that kept the family talking about the lake.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/floatplane
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/darb-ruth
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Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).

Read more lake memories

From Gene and Bill’s conversation and later family memories. Railway photograph: Roger Puta, Eland, Wisconsin, September
1964.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/lake-memories
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CHAPTER 06

Bill & Sarah’s family
Bill and Sarah, their children and grandchildren.

Bill and Sarah raised Jack and Molly, and now have six grandchildren. Their family still spends
summers around Minocqua, where Bill first went as a boy more than seventy years ago.

Meet the family

Jack and Michelle have Madeline, Nora, William and Harper. Molly and Ron have Adriana and
Regan. The Christmas photograph brings much of the family together in 2025; the picture at
the lake includes Adriana and Regan, too. Open the tree to follow each household and see the
photographs connected to each person.

A Christmas gathering with Bill and Sarah’s family in 2025.

Open the family tree

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#family
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Back at the lake in Minocqua

Bill has been coming to the Minocqua area for more than seventy years. His early summers
meant the train north and time with Darb and Ruth. Today, Jack and Michelle have a cottage
here, and so do Molly and Ron. The 2022 photograph shows the whole gang together at the
lake. The children and grandchildren now have their own time here, in the place that has been
part of Bill’s life since he was a boy.

Bill and Sarah with Jack and Michelle’s family and Molly and Ron’s family at the lake in Minocqua, 2022. Jack and Michelle
and Molly and Ron now have cottages in the area Bill has visited for more than seventy years.

Go back to those first summers

Bill’s football years

Bill played football at York High School in Elmhurst before going on to Wisconsin. His senior
yearbook includes his portrait and team photograph, along with a picture of him throwing the
shot. His story follows those school years through law school and his work in banking.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
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The yearbook caption names W. Conroy last in the fifth row. Open the full yearbook page to read the team’s names.

Follow Bill’s story

Wisconsin, then Ohio State

Bill went on to Wisconsin, where the 1965 squad list records him as number 53, playing center.
He was also a Beta. His next school was Ohio State, where his portrait appears in the law-school
class of 1971. Open the photographs and records to spend more time with those years.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/bill-story
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The class composite includes this portrait labeled W. J. Conroy. Open the original to see the whole class; Bill’s portrait is fourth
from the left in the first full student row below the class title.

Read about his school years

From Madison to Vero Beach

Ohio State’s alumni magazine follows Bill into banking. A 1976 note places him at the Bank of
Madison. In 2002, it reports his election as managing director of the Trust Department of
Marine Bank and Trust in Vero Beach. Both original notices are here to read.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/bill-story
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Ohio State’s alumni notes place William J. Conroy, class of 1971, at the Bank of Madison in Wisconsin.

Read the career story

Jim’s family

Jim and his first wife, Bonnie, were the parents of Tim, Jim and John. Jim later married Laura,
who shared the photographs of the collection he kept in his basement. Those pictures have
given everyone a chance to spend time with Gene and his brother Bill’s history. Jim’s son Jim is
married to Juanita, and John and Jen have three sons. Bonnie, Tim and Jim are remembered
by the family.

Jim’s family and collection

The Butlers and the other branches

B.G., Gene and Betty’s eldest child, married Jim Butler. Tom, Pat, Maureen and Deb are among
their children. Mike’s and Kathy’s families have branches here as well. There’s much more to
tell about each household. These pages are a beginning, with photographs, memories and more
of the family still to be added.

Follow all five branches

From Gene’s interview, family photographs and recollections, York’s 1964 yearbook, and the university and fraternity records
linked with Bill’s story.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/bill-story
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/jim
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#family
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The longer stories
Patrick and Mary sign their names

The family’s Irish connections

Six grandsons at P.W.’s funeral

Hilary Conroy: from Bloomington to Japan

Uncle Bill’s years in baseball

Taking the train to the lake

A ride over the lake for $2.50

Conroy Big Reason For Red Sox Rise

P.W.’s parrot, the plumbing, and the land

Mary’s family, from Monmouth to Chicago

The family on North Oak Street

William James and a working life on the railroad

The Gordons, from Belfast to Illinois

Gene and Bill at Trinity

June’s move to South Carolina

Betty and her Wagner family

Uncle Bill’s family in California

Darb and Ruth, before the Wisconsin summers

Ruth’s pickup and Darb’s fishing holes

The cousins and the Bloomington reunion
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Lunch at the Legion

P.W. and his brother Thomas

Finding the Shunick relatives

The relatives Gene remembered

Catholic-school basketball in Gene’s day

A closer look at Lake Tomahawk

The Conroy name in the Irish archives

Bill, from York to Wisconsin and beyond
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Monmouth, Illinois · November 9, 1879

Patrick and Mary sign their names

The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

On November 9, 1879, Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick married in Monmouth, Illinois.
Here’s the marriage return, with their signatures. Gene knew them as his grandparents, and
you’ll hear him call Patrick P.W. or the Boilermaker.

Patrick listed his work as machinist and his birthplace as Columbus, Pennsylvania. Mary gave
Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace and named her parents, Edmund Shunick and Honora
Croft.

To hear Gene tell it, Patrick met Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister near
Galesburg. By the time he knew them, they had raised a family of ten.

Family researcher Bill Daker shared this scan. Open it to see the handwriting and the details
Patrick and Mary supplied themselves.

Sources and related material
Patrick’s memorial and contributed records

Patrick and Mary, 1879

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/104794216/patrick_w-glavin-conroy
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
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The Illinois marriage index

Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s

Haxtun boilers and the later Kewanee works

Kewanee Boiler Corporation advertisement

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage-index
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/kewanee-street
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/haxtun-boilers
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/kewanee-user-ad
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The family’s Irish connections
Gene talks about more than one Irish side of the family. On his mother’s side, he takes the story
back to his grandfather Jimmy Gordon in Belfast. Jimmy worked in the Scottish mines before
settling in Illinois, as Gene remembers it.

On his father’s side, Mary’s family name appears as Shunick, Schunick, and Shinnick in the
family papers. She was born in Vermont. On her marriage return, she named her parents as
Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft. Years later, Gene found relatives still living around
Monmouth and Alexis.

P.W.’s daughter Mary supplied another Irish place name when she completed the family
information for his death certificate: County Waterford, the birthplace recorded for his parents.
That’s the source of the Waterford reference in the collection.

These are different parts of Gene’s family. You can follow the Gordons through his memories of
Eleanor, or begin with Mary’s signature and her Shunick relatives in Illinois.

Sources and related material
Edmund Shunick memorial: contributor’s marriage lead

National Library of Ireland: Youghal register page

Thomas’s pension index

Patrick and Mary’s marriage return

Gene’s interview

Patrick and Mary, 1879

Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919

Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census

William Glavin’s pension index

Massachusetts record references

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/19491636/edmond-shunick
https://registers.nli.ie/pages/vtls000631897_029
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/pension
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/thomas-death
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/boston-census
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/william-pension
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/mass-index
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Six grandsons at P.W.’s funeral

Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Gene is named Eugene in this newspaper report. He was one of six grandsons who served as
pallbearers for P.W., alongside Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy.

The reporter described P.W. as a former Bloomington resident who had died at his daughter
Mary Daker’s home in Chicago. The family gathered for his funeral in Bloomington, where the
service notice also records burial at St. Mary’s.

In the video, Gene talks about these people as uncles and cousins. Here, you can read their
names together in the newspaper. The contributor identifies the funeral report as The
Pantagraph, March 21, 1937, page 18, and the earlier service notice as March 19, page 3.

Sources and related material
Contributed newspaper clipping and source context

P.W.’s six grandsons

P.W.’s funeral-service notice

P.W.’s death certificate, 1937

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/104794216/patrick_w-glavin-conroy/photo#view-photo=307990291
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral-notice
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/death
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Hilary Conroy: from Bloomington to Japan
Gene remembers Hilary as his cousin, Uncle Pete’s son. If you only heard that part of the
conversation, you might miss how far Hilary’s work took him.

Historian Wayne Patterson describes him as Bloomington High School’s 1937 valedictorian and
a talented tennis player. After graduating from Northwestern in 1941, Hilary studied Japanese
at the Naval Language School during World War II. He later worked in military intelligence in
occupied Japan.

A life studying East Asia

Hilary helped establish East Asian history at Swarthmore. He joined the University of
Pennsylvania’s history faculty in 1951 and retired in 1990. His books included The Japanese
Seizure of Korea, 1868-1910.

Patterson also remembers his commitment to peace and his Quaker faith. Even at ninety,
Hilary took part in a major conference discussion about Japan’s annexation of Korea.

Penn keeps his correspondence, teaching materials, and other papers. Those records give us a
much fuller account of the cousin Gene mentions in passing.

Sources and related material
Wayne Patterson, “F. Hilary Conroy (1919-2015),” Perspectives on History, September 1, 2015

University of Pennsylvania: F. Hilary Conroy Papers, UPT 50 C754

Hilary in Gene’s interview

Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Hilary and Charlotte Conroy's planned Japan year

F. Hilary Conroy First Book Prize

https://www.historians.org/perspectives-article/f-hilary-conroy-1919-2015-september-2015/
https://archives.upenn.edu/collections/finding-aid/upt50c754/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=Hilary
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/charlotte-conroy-portrait
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-001
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-002
https://friendsjournal.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/friendsjournal/wp-content/uploads/emember/downloads/1958/HC12-50151.pdf#page=10
https://mjha.org/First-Book-Prize
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Uncle Bill’s years in baseball
The ballplayer was William Gordon Conroy, known to teammates and family as Bill. He was
Gene’s brother. William James, the older man beside him at White Sox Park, was their father.
And the Bill telling childhood stories in Gene’s video is Gene’s son, the next generation.

Sportswriter Bill Nowlin follows Uncle Bill’s career in his biography for the Society for
American Baseball Research, or SABR. It’s a good companion to the photographs Jim kept.

Catching for the Athletics and the Red Sox

Bill played for the Philadelphia Athletics from 1935 through 1937, then spent four seasons with
the Oakland Oaks. He joined the Boston Red Sox in 1942 and stayed through 1944. In the
Grayson newspaper article, manager Joe Cronin gives him much of the credit for improving the
pitching staff.

Before those major-league seasons, Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in
1933. Jim kept the American League group photograph and its identification sheets. Bill was
still a young player, working around some of baseball’s best-known names.

Nowlin describes a foul tip off Babe Ruth’s bat that injured Bill’s throwing hand. He also
recounts an Oakland game in which Bill and teammate Cecil Dunn each hit for the cycle, getting
a single, double, triple, and home run in the same game.

Away from the ballpark

Bill married Gerarda Leyh and worked during the offseason at her father’s bakery in Porterville,
California. He served in the Navy in 1945, returned to baseball with Sacramento in 1946, and
played for Columbus in 1947 and 1948. After baseball, Nowlin describes work in beverage sales
supervision and for a school district.

The family knew another side of those California years. Gene talks about Colleen and Pat, their
children, and a cookout at Pat’s place in Sacramento. Bill remembers cousin Pat from a much
earlier visit to Elmhurst.

Read the newspaper article Jim kept

Visit the California branch
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Sources and related material
Bill Nowlin, “Bill Conroy,” SABR Baseball Biography Project

Original career research and statistical references

William James and his son William Gordon

A photograph for Gene and Betty

Uncle Bill at the first All-Star Game

With the Boston teammates

Bill’s 1946 baseball-card image

Bill Conroy in the sports pages

Headed East (archive catalog)

Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime (archive catalog)

Dated syndicated Grayson article

Headed East

Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime

1946 Sunbeam Bread card 4, Bill Conroy

1933 All-Star Game silent newsreel

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bill-conroy-2/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#document/conroy_family_deep_research_v1
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ballpark
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/portrait
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/allstar
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bonds
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-conroy-baseball-card-1946
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS01
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS02
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS03
https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/lccn/2026234413/1942-07-15/ed-1/seq-8.pdf
https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/baseball-collection.pdf
https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/kemp-bill-collection-2.pdf
https://www.beckett.com/baseball/1946/sunbeam-bread/4-bill-conroy-3576070
https://www.criticalpast.com/video/65675022449_George-Herman-Babe-Ruth_baseball_King-of-Swat_Game-of-the-Century_All-Star-game
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Taking the train to the lake

The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Bill remembers eight hours in his seat. Gene remembers a Friday night in a Pullman sleeping
car. They’re talking about different trips north, each familiar to a family that spent its summers
around Lake Tomahawk.

Gene says he left from Chicago’s North Western Station after work and arrived the next
morning. Betty and the children were already up at the lake. The train let him join them for the
weekend.

A long history of summer trains

The 1916 advertisement in the collection names the Fisherman’s Special and the Northern
Lakes Special, with Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. Railroads were selling the
northern lakes as a summer destination decades before Bill and Jim made their trip.

A reproduced 1950 Flambeau 400 timetable lists a Chicago departure at 11:30 a.m. and arrival
at Lake Tomahawk at 7:35 p.m. That gives you a sense of what a daytime trip could involve. The
photograph here is Roger Puta’s September 1964 view of the Flambeau at Eland.
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The gallery brings those pieces together with the North Western terminal, the railroad’s 1956
system map, and schedules from 1956 and 1963. Open the schedules and you can find Lake
Tomahawk and Woodruff on the northern service. Each has its own date, so you can see the
route across different years.

And the Bearskin Trail?

The Bearskin follows a former Milwaukee Road corridor into Minocqua. Gene describes
traveling on the Chicago and North Western. Both railroads served the Northwoods, and it
helps to keep their routes separate when looking at old maps.

Sources and related material
1916 advertisement reproduced in Chips and Sawdust, Summer 1997

Flambeau 400 history and reproduced timetable

Town of Minocqua: railroad and trail history

Roger Puta’s 1964 photograph

A North Western advertisement, 1916

The North Western route map, 1956

Chicago’s North Western terminal

The railway’s 1956 timetable

The railway’s 1963 timetable

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable Collection (archive catalog)

C&NW passenger terminal, Madison Street entrance

C&NW public timetables in Sheldon Perry Collection

Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable Collection

https://foresthistoryassociationwi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2-Summer-1997.pdf#page=22
https://www.american-rails.com/flambeau.html
https://www.townofminocqua.org/town/minocqua-history/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/train
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railad
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/cnw-route-map-1956
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-terminal-1910-1920
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1956
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1963
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W03
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016818701/
https://www.wx4.org/to/foam/maps/and_timetables4.html
https://indianahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/midwest-railroad-research-center-timetable-collection-1876-2002.pdf
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From the family papers and historical accounts

A ride over the lake for $2.50
The family remembers a pilot offering children floatplane rides around Lake Tomahawk or
Minocqua for $2.50. A plane taking off from the water would have been quite a change from the
train ride north.

There’s more to read about that kind of flying in the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame’s account
of Norman “Tony” Werner. In his recorded recollections, Werner describes thirty-two years of
sightseeing flights around Minocqua, Rhinelander, and Tomahawk, first in a J-3 Cub on floats
and later in a four-seat Aeronca Sedan.

Werner’s account is a chance to hear a local pilot describe the work and the aircraft. The
family’s memory of the $2.50 ride is its own story, told alongside that regional flying history.

Darb’s muskie

Another memory from the lake is Darb’s large mounted muskie in a glass case. During the
family’s search for it, someone reported that it had been kept in storage. Bill still remembers
the fish. A photograph would make a welcome addition to his lake stories.

Sources and related material
Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame, Forward in Flight, Summer 2016, pages 8-11

Gene’s interview and later family recollections

Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua

Aviation magazine, PDF page 2

Aviation magazine, PDF page 8

Aviation magazine, PDF page 9

Aviation magazine, PDF page 10

Aviation magazine, PDF page 11

Aviation magazine, PDF page 12

Aviation magazine, PDF page 13

Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

Gilbert Green’s Flying Days

https://www.wahf.org/forward-in-flight/forward-in-flight-summer-2016/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/green-seabee
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-2
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-8
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-9
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-10
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-11
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-12
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-13
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-floatplanes-magazine
https://www.wahf.org/articles/gilbert-greens-flying-days/
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Harry Grayson · NEA Service Sports Editor

Conroy Big Reason For Red Sox Rise

Harry Grayson’s syndicated story credits Bill Conroy’s catching with helping the Red Sox pitching staff. Laura photographed
the clipping Jim kept. A printing of the story appears in the La Grande Evening Observer on July 15, 1942.

Harry Grayson’s article, transcribed from the clipping Laura photographed. Uncle Bill is
William Gordon Conroy. The original newspaper wording is preserved below.

Trinity High Grad Steadies Bosox Hurlers

BOSTON. Joe Cronin was asked to put his finger on the player most responsible for the rapid
rise of the Red Sox.

“Bill Conroy,” replied the fighting manager of the Bostons. “He’s the first rough Irishman the
Red Sox have had since Bill Carrigan and the first big catcher since Carrigan and Forest Cady.”

Slashing Player

That’s a fine compliment for a recruit, being compared with Carrigan, great catcher-manager of
the Hub’s matchless pre-World War I world champions.

A tousle haired Mick standing an even six feet and weighing 190 pounds, Conroy is a slashing
ball player after Cronin’s own heart.
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Conroy joined Connie Mack as a batting practice catcher in 1933, was farmed out. Slow to show
progress, the Athletics let him go. Landing with the Oakland Coasters in ’38, he found himself
there last term, with a total base mark of [figures indistinct] and a [figures indistinct] batting
average in [figures indistinct] engagements.

Clutch Hitter

Beantowners moaned when little Frank Pytlak was lost to the service last spring. Johnny
Peacock lacked polish behind the log and who was Conroy?

But Conroy has done everything well enough for the Red Sox except hit.

“And he hasn’t been so bad in that department,” observes Strategist Cronin. “He gets a hit when
you need it and can blast the big ones. The lad has four home runs.

“The main thing is, however, that Conroy, a remarkable throwing catcher, pulled our pitchers
together. They love to pitch to him.

“The result is that we have solid pitching for the first time since I came to Boston.

“We’re strong where a club has to be strong when it is thinking about winning a pennant:
straight through the middle. Conroy catching, a capable hand in the box at all times, Johnny
Pesky and Bobby Doerr on either side of second base and Dominic DiMaggio in center field.”

Picked Up in Draft

“Ted Williams isn’t hurting us any blasting the ball out of the park and hitting those runners
home.

“But Conroy is the steadying influence we needed.”

William James Conroy, 27, and a right hand hitter, is also considerable additional evidence that
stars can still be picked up in the draft. That’s how the Tom Yawkeys got the Illinois Wesleyan
alumnus, and they didn’t have first choice. Not by a long shot.

It pays baseball people to keep their eyes open.

Sources and related material
Read the July 15, 1942 newspaper page

Harry Grayson’s clipping, kept by Jim and photographed by Laura

Dated syndicated Grayson article

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS01
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/clipping
https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/lccn/2026234413/1942-07-15/ed-1/seq-8.pdf
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From Gene’s conversation

P.W.’s parrot, the plumbing, and the land
To hear Gene tell it, P.W. had plenty to talk about besides the railroad. He worked in Mexico
and came home with a parrot. Mention it in the conversation, and the others know the story.

Then there’s the patent tonic. P.W. didn’t drink, but the tonic contained alcohol, and he took
rather more than the recommended dose. Gene remembers P.W. down in the basement, the
water pipes, and the flood Walter came home to. You can hear the family laughing as they
remember it.

The land out west

Gene also talks about homesteads in Oklahoma, Texas, and near Liberal, Kansas. Uncle Ed
stayed in Oklahoma. Years later, Gene was still receiving small oil-royalty checks connected
with that family land.

Those checks were an everyday reminder of relatives who had gone west long before. In the
interview, Gene moves easily from the land to Ed and then back to the rest of his father’s
brothers and sisters.

Meet Uncle Ed

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

P.W.’s death certificate, 1937

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/death
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From Gene’s conversation

Mary’s family, from Monmouth to Chicago

The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Patrick met Mary at a church social while she was visiting her sister near Galesburg, as Gene
tells it. They married in Monmouth on November 9, 1879. Their signed marriage return is here
to read.

Mary raised ten children. She also raised her grandson Darb after his mother died, according to
Gene. When he talks about the older generation, Grandma Mary is part of the story of both his
father and his older half-brother.

Following Aunt Mary to Chicago

Their daughter Mary worked as secretary to a railroad superintendent. When her employer
moved to Chicago, she went with him, and her parents followed. Gene remembers his
grandmother taking him to White City, the amusement park on the South Side.

He also remembers going to Chicago with his father when she was ill. He thought he was about
nine or ten. A trip with his father, and a grandmother he knew well, stayed with him long
enough to tell the family about it many years later.
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Aunt Mary married Walter Daker, a city electrician in Gene’s account. He remembers their
home in Beverly. P.W. later lived with them, and the funeral reporter recorded his death at his
daughter’s Chicago home in 1937.

Follow Mary and Walter’s family

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

The signed marriage return

The funeral report

Chicago’s lakefront, circa 1900

White City’s East Board Walk

White City’s electric tower

Patrick and Mary, 1879

White City opens in 1905

White City, Chicago: The Electric Tower

Chicago Postcard Collection, White City views

Panorama of Chicago lake front

White City Opens, The Billboard

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-lakefront-1900
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/white-city-east-walk
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/white-city-electric-tower
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/context-white-city-opening
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006680013/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-postcard-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647021/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5b/The_Billboard_1905-06-03-_Vol_17_Iss_22_%28IA_sim_billboard_1905-06-03_17_22%29.pdf
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From Gene’s conversation

The family on North Oak Street
Gene could still name his father’s brothers and sisters in order: Bob, Ed, Tom, William James,
Mary, Francis, Nan, Dave, Dick, and Morris. Eight boys and two girls, growing up on North Oak
Street in Bloomington.

Some names came with nicknames. Francis was Pete, and Morris was Mike. William James was
Gene’s father. When Gene starts talking about his uncles, it helps to keep that household in
mind.

Where they went

Bob lived in Chicago. Ed stayed in Oklahoma. Mary’s railroad job took her to Chicago, too.
Tom’s daughter Teresa was the mother of Bob Shields, whom Gene remembers organizing a
family reunion in Bloomington.

Pete was Gene’s godfather and the father of Hilary, the historian. And Morris went to business
college, became secretary to a railroad president, and traveled in a private car, as Gene
remembers it. Railroad work was familiar in this family, though the jobs could be quite
different.

Nan and her husband, Doc, come up while Gene is looking through photographs. Dave and
Dick are part of the roll call, too. You can open each branch to follow the relatives Gene talks
about.

Explore the ten children and their families

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

The railroad library and shops, 1922

Patrick and Mary, 1879

P.W.’s six grandsons

Railshops aerial 1931 article

Railroad library 1922 article

Community fund drive kept C&A Shops in Bloomington

Railroaders' library once west side hub

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railroad-library-1922
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railshops-aerial-1931-article
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railroad-library-1922-article
https://mchistory.org/research/articles/community-fund-drive-kept-c-and-a-shops-in-bloomington
https://mchistory.org/research/articles/railroaders-library-once-west-side-hub
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From Gene’s conversation

William James and a working life on the railroad
Gene’s father started railroad work young. On a run between Dalhart, Texas, and Tucumcari,
New Mexico, he shoveled coal into a steam engine. Gene remembered the amount as twenty
tons each way. It was hard physical work, long before the conductor’s job his father later held.

In Chicago, William James took a job feeding a printing press. Gene calls the company Butler
Printing and says that’s where his father met his first wife. She died in childbirth, and their son
Darb went to live with Grandma Mary in Bloomington.

William James returned to the railroad, working as a brakeman and then a conductor. Gene
explains the moves between Joliet and Bloomington as his father following the work.

Eleanor and the trip to Milwaukee

Gene remembers his father marrying Eleanor Gordon in 1911 and going to Milwaukee for their
honeymoon. William James could make friends anywhere, in Gene’s telling. That included
Eleanor’s father, who had opposed the marriage because William James was Catholic.

Years later, Gene went to Kewanee for a church record his father needed for a Social Security
application. It’s one more trip he remembers taking on his father’s behalf.

Meet William James’s children

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Bloomington railroad shops, 1931

The railroad shops, 1917

Inside the shops, April 1936

William James and his son William Gordon

Railshops aerial 1931 article

The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on WJBC (archive catalog)

Community fund drive kept C&A Shops in Bloomington

The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on WJBC

Chicago & Alton railway shops, Bloomington, 1917

Chicago and Alton Railroad shops, engines in shop

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railshops-aerial-1931
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bloomington-shops-1917
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bloomington-shops-1936
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ballpark
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railshops-aerial-1931-article
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-008
https://mchistory.org/research/articles/community-fund-drive-kept-c-and-a-shops-in-bloomington
https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/wjbc-radio-collection-2.pdf#page=32
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018648599/
https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll71/id/10095/
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From Gene’s conversation

The Gordons, from Belfast to Illinois
Gene traces his mother’s father, James Clark Gordon, back to Belfast. The family called him
Jimmy. As Gene tells it, he worked in the Scottish mines before coming to Illinois, where he ran
a hotel and tavern in Braidwood. Later, after a financial loss, the family’s circumstances
changed.

When Eleanor wanted to marry William James Conroy, religion became an issue. Jimmy was a
Protestant and an Orangeman. William James was Catholic. Eleanor went to stay with her aunt
Mary Lauer, known as Biddy. Gene remembers the two men eventually becoming close friends.

Going to the silent movies

Gene describes his grandmother as a kind, hardworking woman who hadn’t learned to read. He
and his brother Bill went with her to silent films and read the title cards aloud. It’s an easy
scene to picture: the boys following the words so she could follow the film.

He says she was born in England to Scottish parents. Her father worked as a mining engineer,
with family connections in Illinois and Colorado. Biddy and her daughter Minnie are part of
that wider family in his telling.

Gene also passes along his grandmother’s memory of seeing the glow of the Chicago Fire from
Braidwood. The fire was in October 1871. The print here was published that year and shows
how an artist pictured the burning city.

A funeral Gene remembered

Jimmy later worked at the Joliet steel mill. Gene says his grandfather fell into an uncovered
excavation while working at night and died. He was a small boy when it happened, but he could
still picture the horse-drawn hearse at the funeral.

Follow Eleanor’s side of the family

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

The steel works at Joliet

At the movies in 1928

The Chicago Fire, pictured in 1871

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/joliet-steel-works-1880-1901
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/movie-theatre-dwight-1928
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-fire-currier-1871
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Braidwood’s streets, railroads and businesses

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/braidwood-sanborn-1885
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From Gene’s conversation

Gene and Bill at Trinity

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Look at the front row of the 1930 Trinity basketball photograph. Gene is in the middle, and his
brother Bill is at the far left. Jim kept this picture with the baseball photographs from Bill’s
later career.

Gene was born in Joliet. His father’s railroad jobs took the family to Bloomington, back to
Joliet, and then to Bloomington again. In the video, he remembers his mother taking him to
school in Joliet and places the later move in 1922.

By the Trinity years, sports were a large part of his school life. He played football as well as
basketball, until a knee injury ended his football days. Looking through a team photograph
during the interview, he starts naming the boys he knew.

He’s proud of that team. As Gene says in the video, they beat the public-school state champions
twice. He also remembers the separate competition for Catholic schools, a part of Illinois sports
history you can read about through the tournament archives.

Read about the Catholic-school tournaments
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Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

The captioned 1930 photograph

Trinity tournament archive targets (archive catalog)

Trinity tournament archive targets

Catholic tournament history

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/trinity
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS06
https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/archives/pdfs/ncibt.pdf
https://www.ihsa.org/archive/hstoric/basketball_cathtourn.htm
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From Gene’s conversation

June’s move to South Carolina
June was the youngest of William James and Eleanor’s three children together. Gene places her
birth in Joliet in 1920. She worked at the Texas Company during the war, and the family
remembers visiting her and Eleanor in Joliet.

Later in the interview, Gene brings out a photograph of June’s home in South Carolina. Her
friend Mary Brick and Mary’s son Ronald were part of the connection that took her there. Gene
remembers the house costing $10,000 and calls the area Jasper.

He had recently spoken with her and liked the place she’d found. There was an invitation to the
Masters, too. June had access to tickets through that circle and had invited him to visit.

It’s a chance to hear Gene talk about his sister’s life at the time they recorded the conversation,
with news of a house, friends, and a trip he could take.

June in the family tree

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Possible June Conroy obituary retrieval target

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://obituariesonthenet.com/index.php?abc=C&pg=375535&st=SC
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From Gene’s conversation

Betty and her Wagner family

Gene and Betty together in their convertible.

Betty is familiar throughout the conversation. She packed Bill and Jim’s train lunch, spent
summers with the children in Wisconsin, and joined Gene on later visits with Darb and Ruth.

Gene also explains how Bill got his names. William came from Gene’s father, William James
Conroy. John came from Betty’s father, whom Gene calls John Wagner.

Elizabeth Reiser

The family remembers Betty’s mother as Elizabeth Reiser, originally from Luxembourg. That
gives Betty’s side of the family its own European connection alongside Gene’s Irish relatives.

For now, you can meet Elizabeth and John in Betty’s branch and follow their grandson Bill
through the family photographs.

Visit Betty’s family

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
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Family-supplied Reiser information

The family together, 2022

Gene and Betty

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#person/elizabeth-reiser
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/family2022
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/convertible
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From Gene’s conversation

Uncle Bill’s family in California
After the baseball stories, Gene talks about Uncle Bill’s children, Colleen and Pat. He
remembers visiting Pat in Sacramento and having a cookout in the yard. Colleen had two
daughters, and Pat had four children. Sean is one of the children Gene mentions by name.

Bill and cousin Pat in Elmhurst

Bill remembers Pat from childhood, long before those California visits. They were playing blind
man’s bluff in an upstairs room at the family’s Elmhurst home. The stairs came right up to the
doorway.

Blindfolded, Bill followed Pat’s voice toward the door. Pat moved aside, and Bill fell down the
stairs. You can hear the family react as he tells it. For Bill, the cousin in the California
conversation was also the boy from that upstairs room.

Follow Uncle Bill’s branch

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

A photograph for Gene and Betty

Bill’s 1946 baseball-card image

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/portrait
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-conroy-baseball-card-1946
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From Gene’s conversation

Darb and Ruth, before the Wisconsin summers
Before the lake, there was Bloomington. Darb was William James’s son from his first marriage.
Gene says Darb’s mother died in childbirth and Grandma Mary raised him.

Darb spent some time in Chicago, had an early marriage, and returned to the Bloomington
household. He met Ruth while she was nursing William James in the hospital, according to
Gene. They married and lived nearby.

Helping the family

During the Depression, Darb had steady work with the fire department. Gene remembers his
pay as $125 a month and remembers him helping the family with expenses, including shoes.

Aboard USS Hopi

Molly remembers Darb serving aboard USS Hopi, a Navy fleet tug that handled towing, salvage
and firefighting. It adds another chapter to the life of the Bloomington fireman the family
remembers.

The Navy’s history takes Hopi to the Mediterranean during World War II. The ship helped fight
fires and recover damaged vessels around the landings, and served as flagship of the Salvage
and Fire-fighting Group during the invasion of southern France in August 1944. The
photograph here shows her underway in the 1940s.

A place in Wisconsin

Years later, Gene had a chance to help him. Darb had bought the Wisconsin property and called
when he couldn’t meet a payment. Gene remembers sending him $1,000.

That’s part of what’s behind the lake stories. By the time Bill and Jim were going north for the
summer, Gene and Darb had been helping one another for years.

Spend some time at the lake

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Bernard Conroy with Bloomington firefighters

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bernard-firefighters-1929
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
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Bernard firefighters 1929 article

Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J. Conroy residence specification (archive catalog)

Project to mark firefighter graves lesson in history

Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J. Conroy residence specification

USS Hopi, circa 1940s

USS Hopi: official Navy history

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bernard-firefighters-1929-article
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W05
https://mchistory.org/research/articles/project-to-mark-firefighter-graves-lesson-in-history
https://mchistory.org/assets/resources/finding-aids/arthur-l-pillsbury-collection.pdf
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/uss-hopi-underway-1940s
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/h/hopi.html
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From Gene’s conversation

Ruth’s pickup and Darb’s fishing holes
Bill remembers riding into town in the back of Ruth’s pickup for ice cream, with everyone
hanging on. Ruth wore her cap with the bill turned up. When the conversation turns to her
Sunday fried chicken and fish dinners, everyone seems ready to join in.

There were plenty of fishing stories, too. On one visit, Darb took young John around the lake to
show him the fishing holes. At a steep bank, Darb leaned on John’s shoulder while climbing out
of the boat. John slowly sank under the weight, and they both slid down. Bill remembers Darb
saying nothing about it.

A hundred fish to clean

On another outing, the catch was remembered as roughly a hundred panfish. Then came the
cleaning. The family talks about hours at the table, long after the fun of catching them.

These memories come from different visits over the years. Bill and Jim’s childhood summers
were one part of the family’s time with Darb and Ruth; younger relatives had their own fishing
trips later.

Gene and Betty also visited them in Florida. Gene remembers going to collect them for dinner
one January and learning that Ruth had died. He talks about her with the same affection you
hear in the summer stories.

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Lake Tomahawk shoreline

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/record/image/W013SYG
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From Gene’s conversation

The cousins and the Bloomington reunion
Gene’s Uncle Francis, called Pete, was his godfather and the father of Hilary Conroy. You can
read about Hilary’s university career elsewhere in the library. Here, he’s part of a much larger
group of cousins.

Published accounts of Hilary’s life name his wife Charlotte and daughter Sharlie Conroy
Ushioda. Another branch starts with P.W.’s son Tom, then Tom’s daughter Teresa, and her son
Bob Shields. Gene remembers Bob organizing a family reunion in Bloomington.

There was another relative doing family research, too. Gene describes a long phone call with
Jim Conroy in Dallas, followed by a box of family-history material. Gene says his son Jim had
some of it. Long before this website, relatives were already gathering names and stories to
share.

Read about Hilary’s career

Find the cousins in the tree

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Hilary and Charlotte Conroy's planned Japan year

Charlotte J. Conroy, Penn Museum

Charlotte Conroy, activist

F. Hilary Conroy First Book Prize

Charlotte J. Conroy Dissertation Prize

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/charlotte-conroy-portrait
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-001
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-002
https://friendsjournal.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/friendsjournal/wp-content/uploads/emember/downloads/1958/HC12-50151.pdf#page=10
https://almanac.upenn.edu/archive/volumes/v55/n17/pdf_n17/011309.pdf#page=3
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/obituaries/20081215_Charlotte_Conroy__activist.html
https://mjha.org/First-Book-Prize
https://mjha.org/Dissertation-Prize
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From Gene’s conversation

Lunch at the Legion
After all the family history, someone asks about lunch. The conversation has moved back to
friends, the dog checking the property, and whether everyone is hungry. Someone suggests
taking Molly to the Legion. Gene is ready to go.

Leave the recording running and you’ll hear that everyday talk, too. The family is still together
in the room, deciding what to do next.

Read the end of the conversation

Sources and related material
Gene’s recorded conversation, original transcript

Gene and Betty

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/convertible
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From the family papers and historical accounts

P.W. and his brother Thomas

An 1850 census page listing William, Margaret, Thomas, and Edward Glavin. This page is preserved with the collected
family-history papers.

Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. His military pension index
is one of the more interesting documents in the collection because it links the names Thomas F.
Conroy, Conway, and Glavin.

Open the card and you can see those name forms together. His 1919 death certificate is here,
too, along with P.W.’s marriage return and death certificate.

The personal details are often the best reason to read these old forms. P.W. described his job as
machinist when he married Mary in 1879. In 1937, his daughter Mary Daker supplied the
information for a death certificate that records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

That long working life is familiar from Gene’s stories. The documents let you spend a little more
time with the names, dates, and handwriting.

Open Thomas’s pension card

Open Thomas’s death certificate
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Read Patrick and Mary’s marriage return

Sources and related material
Signed marriage return

Patrick’s death certificate

Thomas’s pension index

Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919

Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census

William Glavin’s pension index

Massachusetts record references

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/death
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/pension
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/thomas-death
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/boston-census
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/william-pension
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/mass-index
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Finding the Shunick relatives
Gene was visiting customers near Galesburg when he took his father along. In Monmouth,
someone directed them to a Shunick cousin who ran a tavern. From there, they visited an
elderly aunt and the family graves near Alexis.

To hear Gene tell it, the trip meant a great deal to his father. These were relatives from his
mother Mary’s side, still living in the area where she had married Patrick.

On her marriage return, Mary named her parents as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft and
gave her birthplace as Fletcher, Vermont. You’ll see several spellings of the family name in the
papers, including Schunick and Shinnick. Gene spells it out during the conversation.

Begin with the marriage return, then listen to Gene describe the visit. It’s a chance to meet
Mary’s family through the people he and his father went to see.

See Mary’s signature

Sources and related material
Mary’s signed statement

Youghal parish register

Earlier genealogy source

Original research report

Patrick and Mary, 1879

The Illinois marriage index

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/marriage
https://registers.nli.ie/pages/vtls000631897_029
https://leemakinson.tripod.com/shunhistp2.htm
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#document/conroy_family_deep_research_v1
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage-index
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The relatives Gene remembered
When Gene talks about the North Oak Street family, he keeps going into the next generation.
Bob’s sons were Bob and John. Tom’s daughter Teresa had Bob Shields. Pete had Hilary. Aunt
Mary married Walter Daker, and Rosemary was one of their children.

Some memories are brief. Gene recalls meeting a relative through golf. Others are harder: he
remembers Bob’s son John dying at Normandy at eighteen.

Those are Gene’s memories of his cousins. You can follow the named relatives in the tree, or
return to the conversation to hear how he moves from one household to another.

Open the family branches

Sources and related material
Gene’s recollection

Original research leads

National Archives: Illinois casualty lists

P.W.’s six grandsons

Patrick and Mary, 1879

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#transcript?find=Normandy
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#document/conroy_family_deep_research_v1
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/army-casualties/illinois.html
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage
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From the family papers and historical accounts

Catholic-school basketball in Gene’s day
Gene remembers Trinity playing in a separate Catholic-school competition. The Illinois High
School Association’s history of those tournaments gives some background to that part of his
school life.

Loyola University’s archive includes a Bloomington Trinity folder covering 1929 through 1933.
Those are the years around the team photograph Jim kept. The archive has tournament
materials for readers who want to spend more time with the schools and games.

The original family research also followed names Gene remembered from school. Chuck
Sweeney’s career took him to Notre Dame football and later officiating. Illinois lists Roy
Guttschow among its basketball letterwinners for 1934 and 1935.

Start with Gene naming the boys in the picture, then read the school histories for a wider view
of the sports they played.

Sources and related material
Captioned family photograph

IHSA Catholic tournament history

Illinois basketball letterwinners

Loyola tournament archive finding aid

Earlier research and teammate references

Trinity tournament archive targets (archive catalog)

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/trinity
https://www.ihsa.org/archive/hstoric/basketball_cathtourn.htm
https://fightingillini.com/sports/2021/5/17/mens-basketball-letterwinners
https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/archives/pdfs/ncibt.pdf
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#document/conroy_family_deep_research_v1
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS06


THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 74

From the family papers and historical accounts

A closer look at Lake Tomahawk
The family talks about Darb’s place as a tackle shop or a lodge. Bill remembers the mounted
muskie in its glass case, and the visits that made the lake familiar to him as a boy.

There are other ways to look at the town in those years. The Wisconsin Historical Society
catalogs a 1955 shoreline photograph of Lake Tomahawk. The 1933 guide Northward Trails in
Wisconsin includes an illustrated look at travel in the northern part of the state.

For the flying stories, the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame has accounts of Tony Werner’s
sightseeing work and Gib Green’s flying around Lake Minocqua. These local histories are useful
companions to the family’s own memories of the water, the trains, and the plane rides.

Return to the family’s lake stories

Sources and related material
The floatplane account

Wisconsin Historical Society: Lake Tomahawk shoreline, 1955

Northward Trails in Wisconsin, 1933

Gib Green’s flying history

Tony Werner interview and photographs

Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua

How Lake Tomahawk got its name

Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

City Directories of the United States: Rhinelander coverage (archive catalog)

How the Town of Lake Tomahawk Got Its Name

City Directories of the United States: Rhinelander coverage

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/floatplane
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/record/image/W013SYG
https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/ead/pdf/century0905.pdf
https://www.wahf.org/articles/gilbert-greens-flying-days/
https://www.wahf.org/forward-in-flight/forward-in-flight-summer-2016/
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/green-seabee
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-history-audio
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-floatplanes-magazine
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W10
https://www.wxpr.org/arts-life/2019-10-16/how-the-town-of-lake-tomahawk-got-its-name
https://assets.cengage.com/gale/psm/3065000A.pdf
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From the family papers and historical accounts

The Conroy name in the Irish archives
Irish archives contain records for several Conroy families. Among them are a confirmation of
arms for Sir John Conroy in Balliol College’s collection and a Conroy/O’Mulconry pedigree in
the National Library of Ireland.

Coats of arms belong to particular family lines. A surname alone doesn’t make one a family
emblem. For this site, Gene and Betty’s photograph is a more personal starting point.

Readers interested in the name can explore the archive catalogs below. The family chapters
follow the relatives Gene knew and the records gathered about them.

Sources and related material
Balliol Conroy collection catalogue

NLI pedigree catalogue reference

https://archives.balliol.ox.ac.uk/Modern%20Papers/Conroy/conroycat1.asp
https://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000530998
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Bill’s school years, career and family

Bill, from York to Wisconsin and beyond
Bill’s school years took him from York High School in Elmhurst to Wisconsin, then to law
school at Ohio State. The yearbooks and alumni records give us a look at those years and the
banking career that followed.

Bill at York

The 1964 senior portrait gives his full name: William John Conroy. Gene explains the John in
the family interview: it came from Betty’s father, John Wagner. At York, Bill’s senior entry
records football captain in his sophomore year, followed by football letters in his junior and
senior years.

His grandson Will now plays at York, too, starting on the varsity offensive line as a junior. Bill
and Sarah have been at every game since his freshman year.

He also earned letters in track. One yearbook photograph catches him letting the twelve-pound
shot fly during warm-ups. In another, he’s with the officers of the Lettermen’s Club, where he
served as secretary.

A December dinner in Chicago

In 1963, Bill was York’s nominee for a Rockne Award. The Notre Dame alumni magazine names
him in its report of the December dinner at the Conrad Hilton. Nominees and their coaches
were guests of the Chicago club. The magazine also printed a photograph of the room, with the
students seated on a double dais. You can open both the report and the photograph here.

On to Wisconsin

From York, Bill went to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The October 23, 1965 Daily
Cardinal squad list puts William Conroy at number 53, playing center. The family remembers a
knee injury cutting into his playing days, and a connection to the Badgers that continued long
afterward.

Wisconsin also brought the Betas. The Alpha Pi chapter of Beta Theta Pi lists William J. Conroy
with the class of 1968 in its alumni newsletter. Decades after his student years, his name was
still part of the chapter’s record.



THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 77

Law school, then banking

Bill’s next school was Ohio State. His portrait appears in the College of Law’s class of 1971
composite, labeled W. J. Conroy. It’s a chance to see him at the beginning of his professional
life, among the classmates who shared those years.

The alumni notes help follow what came next. In August 1976, they place William J. Conroy at
the Bank of Madison. By the spring/summer 2002 issue, the news comes from Florida: he had
been elected managing director of the Trust Department of Marine Bank and Trust in Vero
Beach.

Back with the family

Bill and Sarah raised Jack and Molly, and their family now includes six grandchildren. Open
the family tree to meet his siblings and cousins, and see more of the photographs gathered here.

Sources and related material
Bill, Will and Sarah at York

Bill’s York senior portrait, 1964

York’s 1963 varsity football team

Bill throwing the shot, 1963

The Lettermen’s Club officers

Bill’s 1963 Rockne Award nomination

The 1963 Rockne Awards dinner

Bill and the Betas

Ohio State law, class of 1971

Bank of Madison, 1976

A senior banking role in Vero Beach

Gene on Bill’s name and Betty’s family

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-will-york
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-senior
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-football
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-track
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-lettermen
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-rockne-notice
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-rockne-dinner
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-beta
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-law-1971
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-madison-bank
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-marine-bank
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/betty-family
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People in the family
The relationships and notes recorded in version 15. More of the family can be added over time.

Gene Conroy
Betty’s husband · Bill’s father

Gene grew up between Joliet and Bloomington as his father followed railroad work. In the
video, he remembers Trinity sports, the University of Illinois, and moving to Chicago in 1934.
He and Betty raised five children. His memorial card records June 14, 1913, to December 27,
2001.

Watch the conversation

His brother’s baseball story

Gene, Betty and June

Gene’s school years

Betty Wagner Conroy
Gene’s wife · Bill’s mother

Betty packed the lunch Bill and Jim ate before their train even left Chicago. She spent summers
with the children in Wisconsin while Gene worked during the week. The family remembers her
mother, Elizabeth Reiser, as originally from Luxembourg.

The train journey

The Wagner and Reiser family

Patrick William “P.W.” Conroy
Gene’s grandfather · Bill’s great-grandfather

Gene knew his grandfather as P.W. or the Boilermaker, a railroad man who could still swim
across a lake in his seventies. Patrick married Mary Shunick in Monmouth in 1879. His death
certificate records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

The boilermaker story

Read the ancestry evidence

Mary Shunick Conroy
Gene’s grandmother · Bill’s great-grandmother

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#watch
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/baseball
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/gene-betty
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gene-trinity
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/betty-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/patrick-mary
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/irish-records
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Mary married Patrick in Monmouth in 1879. She named Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft as
her parents and Fletcher, Vermont, as her birthplace. Gene remembers the ten children she
raised, and the care she later gave her grandson Darb.

The Shunick family visit

Mary’s life and family

Edmund Shunick & Honora Croft
Mary’s parents

Mary named Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft as her parents on her marriage return. Their
grandson William James later visited Shunick relatives around Monmouth and Alexis with
Gene.

Follow the Shunick story

The Irish connections

William James Conroy
Gene’s father · Bill’s grandfather

As Gene tells it, his father started by shoveling coal into steam engines and later became a
conductor. William James and Eleanor had Gene, Bill, and June. His older son Darb was from
his first marriage. You can see William James with the ballplayer Bill in the White Sox Park
photograph.

The railroad moves

Read his working life

Eleanor Gordon Conroy
Gene’s mother · Bill’s grandmother

Gene remembers his mother growing up in Braidwood. Her father Jimmy Gordon opposed her
marriage to William James because he was Catholic. In Gene’s telling, the two men later
became close friends.

Read the Gordon memories

The wider Gordon family

William Gordon “Bill” Conroy
Gene’s brother · Bill’s uncle

Gene’s brother Bill became a major-league catcher with the Philadelphia Athletics and Boston
Red Sox. Jim kept the photographs and newspaper article you can read here. Bill signed his

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/patrick-mary
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/mary-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/patrick-mary
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/irish-records
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/childhood
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/william-james-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/childhood
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
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portrait to Gene and Betty as ‘Bro. Bill.’

Follow his baseball career

Bernard “Darb” Conroy
Gene’s half-brother and sister-in-law

Gene remembers Darb’s steady work with the Bloomington fire department and how he helped
the family during the Depression. Later, Bill and Jim spent summers with Darb and Ruth at
Lake Tomahawk. Those visits get everyone talking in the interview. Molly remembers his
service aboard USS Hopi, the Navy tug pictured here.

The fishing stories

The journey north

Darb and Ruth’s life

Thomas Conroy / Glavin
Remembered by Gene as P.W.’s brother

Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. His pension index records
the names Conroy, Conway, and Glavin. You can open the card and his death certificate here.

Read about Thomas

Bill Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son

William John Conroy is Gene and Betty’s son. He played football at York High School and
Wisconsin, went to law school at Ohio State, and built a banking career that took him from
Madison to Vero Beach. He and Sarah raised Jack and Molly and have six grandchildren.

Bill’s school years, career and family

Bill’s train memory

The family today

Sarah Cullen Conroy
Bill’s wife · Jack and Molly’s mother

Sarah is part of the recorded family conversation and the family photographs gathered here.
She and Bill raised Jack and Molly.

Bill and Sarah’s family

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/baseball
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/darb-ruth
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/irish-records
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/bill-story
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/family
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B.G. & Jim Butler
Gene & Betty’s eldest child and her husband

B.G., Gene and Betty’s eldest child, married Jim Butler. Tom, Pat, Maureen, and Deb are
among their children. The Butler family has its own branch to explore and grow as more
relatives share their stories.

Mike Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son · Bill’s older brother

Mike is Gene and Betty’s older son and Bill’s older brother. His household has a place in the
tree, ready for more family photographs and stories.

Jim Conroy
Gene & Betty’s son · Bill’s younger brother

Jim shared the Wisconsin train journey with Bill. He kept the family photographs and baseball
memorabilia that Laura photographed for this collection. Jim and his first wife Bonnie were the
parents of Tim, Jim and John. Laura was his later wife.

The train journey with Bill

Browse Jim’s collection

Kathy Conroy
Gene & Betty’s youngest child

Kathy is Gene and Betty’s youngest child. Her household is part of the wider family, with room
here for relatives to add photographs and stories over time.

Jack Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s son

Jack and Michelle’s children are Madeline (Maddie), Nora, William (Will) and Harper. Their
family appears in the Christmas 2025 photograph.

Molly Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s daughter

Molly’s daughters are Adriana and Regan. Their family appears in the 2022 photograph, with
further family photographs gathered in the collection.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#story/northwoods
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#collection
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Robert “Bob” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s eldest son

Gene remembered Bob living in Chicago and having two sons, Bob and John.

Read the family story

Bob Conroy
Son of Bob Conroy

Gene and Bill remember a meeting connected with golf when they talk about this part of Bob’s
family.

Read the family story

John Conroy
Son of Bob, in Gene’s account

As Gene remembers him, John was Bob’s son, a young relative who died at Normandy at
eighteen.

Read the family story

Edward “Ed” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son

Gene remembers Ed staying on the Oklahoma homestead, marrying, and having a child. He
also recalls Ed losing his wife young to appendicitis.

Read the family story

Thomas “Tom” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son

Tom was one of P.W. and Mary’s ten children and Teresa’s father. He belongs to the generation
after P.W.’s brother Thomas, the Civil War veteran.

Read the family story

Teresa Conroy
Tom’s daughter

Gene identifies Teresa as the mother of Bob Shields, who organized the Bloomington reunion.

Read the family story

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/household-research
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/pw-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
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Bob Shields
Teresa’s son

Remembered in the interview as the organizer of a family reunion in Bloomington.

Read the family story

Mary Conroy Daker
P.W. and Mary’s daughter

A railroad secretary’s job took Mary to Chicago, as Gene remembers it. She married Walter
Daker, and Rosemary was one of their children. P.W. later lived with them in Chicago.

Read the family story

Walter Daker
Mary’s husband

Gene described him as a Chicago city electrician. He appears in the flooded-basement story.

Read the family story

Rosemary Daker Scott
Mary and Walter’s daughter

Gene remembers Rosemary having thirteen children. She was part of Aunt Mary and Walter
Daker’s family.

Read the family story

Francis “Pete” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son · Gene’s godfather

Francis, whom the family called Pete, was Gene’s godfather and the father of historian Hilary
Conroy.

Read the family story

F. Hilary Conroy
Francis/Pete’s son · Gene’s cousin

Gene’s cousin Hilary became a historian of East Asia at the University of Pennsylvania. His
university papers and a fellow historian’s account describe his work in Japan, his teaching, and
his commitment to peace.

Read the family story

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/mary-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/pw-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/mary-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary
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Charlotte Conroy
Hilary’s wife

Charlotte was Hilary’s wife. Published accounts of his life also name their daughter Sharlie
Conroy Ushioda.

Read the family story

Sharlie Conroy Ushioda
Hilary and Charlotte’s daughter

Sharlie Conroy Ushioda is Hilary and Charlotte’s daughter, named in the published accounts of
Hilary’s life.

Read the family story

Nan Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s daughter

Gene discusses Aunt Nan and her husband, called Doc, while looking through family
photographs.

Read the family story

“Doc”
Nan’s husband

Gene calls Nan’s husband Doc while looking through family photographs.

Read the family story

David “Dave” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son

Dave is one of the brothers Gene names when remembering the ten children on North Oak
Street.

Read the family story

Richard “Dick” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s son

Gene remembers Uncle Dick as a character. He was one of William James’s brothers in the
North Oak Street household.

Read the family story

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/household-research
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/household-research
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Morris “Mike” Conroy
P.W. and Mary’s youngest child in Gene’s account

Gene remembers Morris going to business college, becoming secretary to a railroad president,
and traveling in a private car. The family called him Mike. He was Gene’s uncle; Gene’s son
Mike is in the later generation.

Read the family story

June Conroy
Gene and Uncle Bill’s sister

Gene placed her birth in Joliet in 1920. Her story includes Texas Company work, years with
Eleanor and a later home in South Carolina.

Read the family story

Ruth Conroy
Darb’s wife

Gene says Ruth met Darb while nursing William James in the hospital. The family remembers
her cooking, trips into town in the pickup, and summers at the lake.

Read the family story

Darb’s mother
William James’s first wife

As Gene tells it, William James met Darb’s mother while working at a printing company in
Chicago. She died in childbirth, and Grandma Mary raised Darb.

Read the family story

Gerarda Leyh Conroy
Uncle Bill’s wife

Gerarda Leyh married the ballplayer Bill Conroy. In Bill Nowlin’s biography, her father’s bakery
in Porterville was where Bill worked during the offseason.

Read the family story

Colleen Conroy
Uncle Bill’s daughter

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/north-oak
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/june
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/darb-ruth
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/william-james-life
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/baseball-career
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Gene remembers Colleen’s family in California, including her two daughters and later
generations of grandchildren.

Read the family story

Pat Conroy
Uncle Bill’s son

Gene remembers visiting Pat in Sacramento for a cookout. Pat had four children. Bill knew him
from childhood visits in Elmhurst, including the blind man’s bluff game he describes in the
video.

Read the family story

Sean Conroy
Pat’s son, in Gene’s account

Gene mentions Sean while talking about Pat and his four children in California.

Read the family story

James Clark “Jimmy” Gordon
Eleanor’s father

Gene’s account takes Jimmy from Belfast to mining work in Scotland, then to Braidwood and
the Joliet steel mill. Jimmy was Eleanor’s father and Gene’s grandfather.

Read the family story

Grandma Gordon
Eleanor’s mother

Gene remembers his grandmother as English-born to Scottish parents. She hadn’t learned to
read, so he and his brother read the title cards aloud when they went to silent movies together.

Read the family story

Grandma Gordon’s father
Grandma Gordon’s father, in Gene’s account

Gene remembers his grandmother’s father working as a mining engineer, with family
connections in Illinois and Colorado.

Read the family story

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/california-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/california-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/california-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
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Mary “Biddy” Lauer
Grandma Gordon’s sister

Gene said Biddy sheltered Eleanor during the disagreement over her marriage. Minnie was
Biddy’s daughter.

Read the family story

Minnie
Biddy’s daughter · Eleanor’s cousin

Aunt Minnie is remembered in the conversation, particularly in connection with Darb.

Read the family story

Aunt Clara
Mentioned on the Gordon side

Gene mentions Aunt Clara while remembering the wider family.

Read the family story

John Wagner
Betty’s father in Gene’s account

Gene calls Betty’s father John Wagner. He explains that Bill’s middle name, John, came from
this grandfather.

Read the family story

Elizabeth Reiser
Betty’s mother, from family information

The family remembers Elizabeth Reiser, Betty’s mother, as originally from Luxembourg.

Read the family story

Jim Conroy of Dallas
An earlier family researcher

Gene remembers a long phone call with Jim in Dallas and a box of family-history material he
sent afterward. Gene says his son Jim had some of those papers.

Read the family story

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/gordon-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/betty-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/betty-family
https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/hilary-family
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Tom
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Tom is part of this branch of the family.

Pat
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Pat is part of this branch of the family.

Maureen
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Maureen is part of this branch of the family.

Deb
B.G. & Jim Butler’s family

Deb is part of this branch of the family.

Madeline “Maddie” Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Madeline (Maddie) is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.

Nora Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Nora is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.

William “Will” Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Will is Jack and Michelle’s son, and Bill and Sarah’s grandson. As a junior at York High School
in Elmhurst, he starts on the varsity offensive line. His grandfather Bill played football at York
in the 1960s.

Bill and Will at York

Harper Conroy
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Harper is a child of Jack & Michelle, and a grandchild of Bill & Sarah.

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#article/bill-story
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Adriana Guirguis
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Adriana is Molly’s daughter and one of Bill and Sarah’s six grandchildren.

Regan Guirguis
Bill and Sarah’s grandchild

Regan is Molly’s daughter and one of Bill and Sarah’s six grandchildren.

Tim
Jim & Bonnie’s family

Remembered by the family

Jim & Juanita
Jim & Bonnie’s family

Jim and Juanita have no children

John & Jen
Jim & Bonnie’s family

John & Jen have three sons.

Three sons
John & Jen’s family

John and Jen have three sons.

Michelle Conroy
Jack’s wife

Michelle and Jack’s children are Madeline (Maddie), Nora, William (Will) and Harper.

Ron Guirguis
Molly’s husband

Ron is part of Molly, Adriana and Regan’s household. Their family appears together in the 2022
photograph.
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Photographs and records
The website’s collection, with captions and source credits. Full documents remain in the site
backup and on the website. The page images here are for browsing and can be enlarged in your
PDF reader.
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Patrick and Mary, 1879

The signed marriage return records Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick marrying in Monmouth, Illinois, on November 9, 1879.
Patrick is listed as a machinist. Mary’s parents are named as Edmund Shunick and Honora Croft.

Marriage return shared by family researcher Bill Daker through Find a Grave.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage


THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 92

William James and his son William Gordon

The display identifies the pair as Bill Conroy with his father, William J. Conroy, at White Sox Park in Chicago, July 1943. They
are Gene’s brother and father, and Bill’s uncle and grandfather.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Date and place follow the display caption.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ballpark
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Gene and William at Trinity

Trinity High School, Bloomington, 1930. The printed caption identifies William Conroy at the far left of the front row and Gene
Conroy at its center.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Names and year follow the printed caption.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/trinity
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A photograph for Gene and Betty

William Gordon Conroy’s Philadelphia Athletics portrait, inscribed to Gene and Betty and signed “Bro. Bill.”

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/portrait
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Uncle Bill at the first All-Star Game

Bill caught batting practice at the first All-Star Game in 1933. Jim kept this American League group photograph and the
identification sheets that go with it.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura. Career detail from Bill Nowlin’s SABR biography.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/allstar
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The newspaper article Jim kept

Harry Grayson’s syndicated story credits Bill Conroy’s catching with helping the Red Sox pitching staff. Laura photographed
the clipping Jim kept. A printing of the story appears in the La Grande Evening Observer on July 15, 1942.

Kept by Jim Conroy and shared by Laura. The separately retrieved newspaper page is from the University of Oregon’s Historic
Oregon Newspapers collection.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/clipping
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With the Boston teammates

The family display captions this as a 1942 war-bond event in Boston and identifies Dom DiMaggio, Ted Williams, and Bill
Conroy. You can read the caption with the photograph.

Kept by Jim Conroy; photographed and shared by Laura.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bonds
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The Flambeau 400 at Eland, 1964

Roger Puta photographed the Chicago and North Western’s Flambeau 400 at Eland in September 1964. An example of
passenger travel in northern Wisconsin in a later summer.

Roger Puta photograph, shared by Marty Bernard / railfan 44. Wikimedia Commons lists it as public domain.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/train
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A North Western advertisement, 1916

The advertisement is dated effective June 16, 1916. It names the Fisherman’s Special and Northern Lakes Special, with
Tomahawk Lake and Woodruff on the route. It predates Bill’s journey by several decades.

Chicago & North Western Railway advertisement reproduced in Chips and Sawdust, Summer 1997, Forest History Association
of Wisconsin, PDF page 22. Original 1916 advertisement is public domain in the United States.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railad
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P.W.’s death certificate, 1937

Patrick W. Conroy died in Chicago on March 18, 1937. His daughter Mary Daker supplied the family information. The
certificate records forty years of work as a railroad boiler inspector.

Scan shared by Bill Daker on Find a Grave, memorial 104794216, photo 320780439.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/death
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P.W.’s six grandsons

Eugene, Thomas, Richard, Joseph, Hilary, and Bernard Conroy are named as pallbearers. The reporter describes P.W. as a
former Bloomington resident who died at his daughter Mary Daker’s Chicago home.

Shared on Find a Grave by “Anonymous was a Woman,” who identifies the source as The Pantagraph, March 21, 1937, page 18.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral
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Thomas Conroy’s pension card

Gene remembers Thomas as P.W.’s brother and a Civil War veteran. This pension index records Thomas F. Conroy, Conway,
and Glavin together.

Saved source view from Find a Grave memorial 208767482.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/pension
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Gene’s memorial card

The card records Eugene D. Conroy’s dates as June 14, 1913 to December 27, 2001.

Kept by Jim; photographed and shared by Laura. Dates follow the printed card.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/memorial


THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 104

Together at the lake in Minocqua, 2022

Bill and Sarah with Jack and Michelle’s family and Molly and Ron’s family at the lake in Minocqua, 2022. Jack and Michelle
and Molly and Ron now have cottages in the area Bill has visited for more than seventy years.

Photograph shared and identified by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/family2022
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Christmas with the family, 2025

A Christmas gathering with Bill and Sarah’s family in 2025.

Photograph shared and identified by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/family2025
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A family wedding, 2017

A photograph from Molly and Ron’s wedding in 2017.

Photograph shared by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/wedding
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The Moorings, 2018

A family photograph at The Moorings in 2018.

Photograph shared by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/moorings
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Sarah Conroy

Sarah Cullen Conroy, Bill’s wife and mother of Jack and Molly.

Portrait identified by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/sarah
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Gene and Betty

Gene and Betty together in their convertible.

Photograph shared by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/convertible
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Thomas Conroy’s death certificate, 1919

Thomas’s death certificate, with his parents recorded as William Conroy and Margaret Regan. The image viewer includes a
typed copy of the same certificate.

Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 12, 2025.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/thomas-death
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Boston’s Ward 12 in the 1850 census

An 1850 census page listing William, Margaret, Thomas, and Edward Glavin. This page is preserved with the collected
family-history papers.

1850 federal census, Boston Ward 12. Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 22, 2025.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/boston-census
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William Glavin’s pension index

An index card for William Glavin, naming his widow Elizabeth. Preserved with the collected family-history papers.

Image shared by Bill Daker through Find a Grave, August 16, 2025.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/william-pension
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Massachusetts record references

Index entries for William Glavin: a Boston marriage in 1855, volume 89, page 135, and a Roxbury death in 1866, volume 193,
page 269.

Massachusetts State Archives index; saved with the family-history papers.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/mass-index
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The Illinois marriage index

Patrick Conroy and Mary Shunick, Warren County, November 9, 1879, volume D page 27. This indexes the marriage already
represented by the signed return.

Preserved research image. Illinois State Archives index. Index supporting the signed return.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/marriage-index
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P.W.’s funeral-service notice

The service notice describes the funeral and burial at St. Mary’s in Bloomington.

Contributor identifies the clipping as The Pantagraph, March 19, 1937, page 3. Shared through Find a Grave.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/funeral-notice
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Bill Conroy in the sports pages

The July 15, 1942 La Grande Evening Observer, page 8. Grayson’s article is at lower left.

Source: oregonnews.uoregon.edu

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS01
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Hilary and Charlotte’s Japan plans

Friends Journal, May 31, 1958, printed page 350. The family notice is in the lower-left column.

Source: friendsjournal.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-001


THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 118

Charlotte at the Penn Museum

Penn Almanac, January 13, 2009, page 3. Her obituary is in the left column.

Source: almanac.upenn.edu

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-002
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White City opens in 1905

The Billboard, June 3, 1905. Opening report on printed page 11, PDF page 13.

Source: upload.wikimedia.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/context-white-city-opening
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The railway’s 1963 timetable

The North Woods Fisherman appears in the 1963 timetable, with Lake Tomahawk and Woodruff in the right-hand table.
Published after Bill and Jim’s childhood summers.

Source: wx4.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1963
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The railway’s 1956 timetable

Chicago & North Western, summer 1956. Table 27 on the right-hand page lists Lake Tomahawk and Woodruff. This is a dated
view of the service, rather than a record of the family’s particular departure.

Source: www.wx4.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/timetable-1956
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Bernard firefighters 1929 article

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bernard-firefighters-1929-article
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Railshops aerial 1931 article

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railshops-aerial-1931-article
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Railroad library 1922 article

Complete museum-provided article download, retained with the source photograph.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railroad-library-1922-article
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Tony Werner’s Northwoods flying

The complete downloadable Summer 2016 issue. Tony’s article is on PDF pages 10-13 (printed pages 8-11).

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-floatplanes-magazine
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Bernard Conroy with Bloomington firefighters

Bloomington firefighters in 1929. The museum’s caption identifies a Bernard Conroy among the men. From the McLean County
Museum of History collection.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bernard-firefighters-1929
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Bloomington railroad shops, 1931

An aerial view of the Chicago & Alton shops from the museum article.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railshops-aerial-1931
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The railroad library and shops, 1922

A view published by the McLean County Museum, photographed during the railroad strike.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/railroad-library-1922
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Gib Green’s Seabee on Lake Minocqua

The photograph is from the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame article. It has not been identified as the plane Bill rode.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/green-seabee
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Lake Tomahawk in 1955

Henry Lefebvre photograph, Wisconsin Historical Society, W013SYG (formerly WHi 36588).

Source: www.wisconsinhistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/lake-tomahawk-1955
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Bill’s 1946 baseball-card image

The available image from the Sacramento Solons Sunbeam Bread card. This download does not include a card back.

Source: commons.wikimedia.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-conroy-baseball-card-1946
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The railroad shops, 1917

Library of Congress stereograph. This is a setting image, with no family member identified.

Source: www.loc.gov

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bloomington-shops-1917
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Chicago’s North Western terminal

Detroit Publishing Company photograph, circa 1910-1920. Earlier than the boys’ trip.

Source: www.loc.gov

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-terminal-1910-1920
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Chicago’s lakefront, circa 1900

E. C. Kropp panoramic postcard, Library of Congress. Its date belongs in the caption.

Source: www.loc.gov

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-lakefront-1900
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Inside the shops, April 1936

Pantagraph photograph from the McLean County Museum / Illinois Digital Archives.

Source: www.idaillinois.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bloomington-shops-1936
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Charlotte Conroy’s obituary portrait

Publisher-provided image from The Philadelphia Inquirer. This is a tight landscape crop; retain it as a reference until a better
portrait is obtained.

Source: www.inquirer.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/charlotte-conroy-portrait
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White City’s East Board Walk

Historical postcard from the Newberry collection, via Wikimedia Commons. The catalog date range is broad; no exact visit year
is assigned.

Source: commons.wikimedia.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/white-city-east-walk
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White City’s electric tower

Postcard described as circa 1908 by the Wikimedia Commons file record. Small original, 279 × 450 pixels.

Source: commons.wikimedia.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/white-city-electric-tower
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 2

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-2
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 8

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-8
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 9

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-9
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 10

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-10
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 11

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-11
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 12

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-12
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Aviation magazine, PDF page 13

Page image as supplied by the publisher. Tony Werner’s article runs through PDF pages 10-13.

Source: www.wahf.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/werner-page-13
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Headed East (archive catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS02
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Bill Conroy big leaguer during wartime (archive
catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS03
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Trinity tournament archive targets (archive
catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: www.luc.edu

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/BS06
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Midwest Railroad Research Center Timetable
Collection (archive catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: indianahistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W03
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Arthur L. Pillsbury Collection: Bernard J.
Conroy residence specification (archive catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W05
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City Directories of the United States:
Rhinelander coverage (archive catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: assets.cengage.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/W10
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The Chicago and Alton Shops: A 5-Part Series on
WJBC (archive catalog)

Archive finding aid. This file locates the item; it is not the underlying photograph, article, or recording.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/ancestry-008
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Miller Park bathing beach, July 1940

A later view of the Bloomington lake Gene remembered. The museum identifies this as the park’s then-segregated bathing
beach. McLean County Museum of History.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/miller-park-1940
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A men’s wool bathing suit, about 1920

A Jantzen wool bathing suit from about 1920, belonging to Joseph P. Cain. A period example from the South Carolina State
Museum collection.

Source: scmuseum.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bathing-suit-1920
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Kewanee Boiler Corporation advertisement

An undated advertisement supplied by the family. It uses the Kewanee Boiler Corporation name adopted in 1928, later than
P.W.’s early years in Kewanee.

From the family’s collected sources.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/kewanee-user-ad
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Municipal Pier, about 1925

Municipal Pier, about 1925, before its renaming as Navy Pier in 1927. Postcard from Chicago History in Postcards.

Source: chicagopc.info

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/navy-pier-331
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The outer harbor and pier, about 1922

The outer harbor and Municipal Pier, about 1922. This postcard gives a view of the water around the pier Gene mentions.
Chicago History in Postcards.

Source: chicagopc.info

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/outer-harbor-navy-pier-47
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Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s

Kewanee storefronts, about the 1880s, with G. W. Staples at left. Courtesy of Kewanee Historical Society, reproduced in Dean
Karau’s account of Richard Carroll.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/kewanee-street
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Haxtun boilers and the later Kewanee works

The company’s 1924 booklet shows earlier Haxtun boiler designs and the later Kewanee factory. From the Kewanee Historical
Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/haxtun-boilers
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Workers, factory and products

Factory workers, products, and the plant, shown in the company’s 1924 booklet. The group photograph is labeled “The Men
1892.” Kewanee Historical Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/kewanee-workers
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Kewanee Boiler’s illustrated history, 1924

A company booklet published in 1924, with earlier boiler designs, factory views, and workers. Kewanee Historical Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-kewanee-1924
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Kewanee streets in Richard Carroll’s story

Dean Karau’s account of Richard Carroll includes the circa-1880s street photograph used here. Kewanee Historical Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-kewanee-1880s
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The companies behind Kewanee Boiler

A chronology of the steam-heating and boiler businesses in Kewanee. Kewanee Historical Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-kewanee-evolution
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Kewanee’s street lights and electric company

Dean Karau traces the town’s gas and electric lighting, including the Electric Light and Motor Company. Kewanee Historical
Society.

Source: kewanee-history.com

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-kewanee-lights
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Miller Park archive catalog

A guide to the museum’s Miller Park records and photographs.

Source: mchistory.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/source-miller-finding-aid


THE CONROY FAMILY STORY  /  OFFLINE READING COPY 166

The steel works at Joliet

Illinois Steel Works in Joliet, photographed between 1880 and 1901. A view of the city’s industrial landscape before the
accident Gene recalls. Library of Congress.

Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-det-4a05203. Detroit Publishing Company no. 05935.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/joliet-steel-works-1880-1901
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At the movies in 1928

Mabel Dwight’s 1928 lithograph, The Clinch, Movie Theatre. A period artist’s view of a night at the pictures, alongside Gene’s
memory of reading the silent-film titles. Library of Congress.

Mabel Dwight, The Clinch, Movie Theatre, 1928. Library of Congress, Ben and Beatrice Goldstein Foundation Collection,
LC-DIG-ppmsc-00778.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/movie-theatre-dwight-1928
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The Chicago Fire, pictured in 1871

Currier & Ives pictured the Chicago Fire from the lake in this lithograph published in 1871. A contemporary illustration of the
event in Grandma Gordon’s story. Library of Congress.

Currier & Ives, The Great Fire at Chicago, Octr. 8th 1871. Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division,
LC-DIG-pga-00762.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/chicago-fire-currier-1871
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Braidwood’s streets, railroads and businesses

Braidwood in March 1885, sheet 1 of a Sanborn fire-insurance map. The index names coal shafts, hotels, and the Chicago &
Alton depot and roundhouse. A detailed view of the town in the Gordon family story. University of Illinois Library.

Sanborn Map & Publishing Co., Braidwood, Illinois, March 1885, sheet 1 of 4. Map Library, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/braidwood-sanborn-1885
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The North Western route map, 1956

The railroad’s system map, printed in its summer 1956 timetable. Follow the lines north from Chicago into Wisconsin. The full
schedule is available in the reader.

Source: www.wx4.org

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/cnw-route-map-1956
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USS Hopi, circa 1940s

USS Hopi underway in the 1940s. The Navy fleet tug carried out towing, salvage and firefighting work. Molly remembers Darb
serving aboard her.

U.S. Navy photograph, via Wikimedia Commons and NavSource. Cataloged as public domain.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/uss-hopi-underway-1940s
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Bill, Will and Sarah at York

Bill and Sarah with their grandson Will at York High School, where Bill also played football. They’ve attended every one of
Will’s games since his freshman year.

Family photograph. Names and Will’s junior-year football role supplied by the family.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-will-york
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Bill’s York senior portrait, 1964

William John Conroy in York’s 1964 yearbook. His entry records football captain in year two, and football and track letters in
years three and four.

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 138. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-senior
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York’s 1963 varsity football team

The yearbook caption names W. Conroy last in the fifth row. Open the full yearbook page to read the team’s names.

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 111. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-football
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Bill throwing the shot, 1963

The yearbook catches Bill warming up with the twelve-pound shot. The page looks back at York’s 1963 track season.

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 105. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-track
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The Lettermen’s Club officers

Bill was secretary of York’s Lettermen’s Club. The complete page includes the officers and the larger club photograph.

York Community High School, 1964 yearbook, printed p. 88. Digitized by Elmhurst History Museum.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-york-lettermen
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Bill’s 1963 Rockne Award nomination

The Notre Dame alumni magazine lists Bill Conroy of York among the 1963 Rockne Award nominees. The dinner took place at
Chicago’s Conrad Hilton in December.

Notre Dame Alumnus, February-March 1964, printed pp. 19-20. University of Notre Dame Archives.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-rockne-notice
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The 1963 Rockne Awards dinner

The magazine’s photograph shows the Chicago dinner, with nominees seated on a double dais. It gives a view of the occasion
rather than an identified portrait of Bill.

Notre Dame Alumnus, February-March 1964, printed p. 35. University of Notre Dame Archives.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-rockne-dinner
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Bill and the Betas

The Alpha Pi chapter of Beta Theta Pi lists William J. Conroy with the class of 1968. His name also appears in its summer 2021
newsletter.

Alpha Pilot, spring 2022, p. 4. Alpha Pi chapter, Beta Theta Pi, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-beta
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Ohio State law, class of 1971

The class composite includes this portrait labeled W. J. Conroy. Open the original to see the whole class; Bill’s portrait is fourth
from the left in the first full student row below the class title.

Rembrandt Studio; Ohio State University Archives, Knowledge Bank, College of Law Class of 1971.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-law-1971
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Bank of Madison, 1976

Ohio State’s alumni notes place William J. Conroy, class of 1971, at the Bank of Madison in Wisconsin.

Ohio State Law Record, August 1976, p. 8. Ohio State University Knowledge Bank.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-madison-bank
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A senior banking role in Vero Beach

The alumni magazine reports William J. Conroy’s election as managing director of the Trust Department of Marine Bank and
Trust in Vero Beach, Florida.

Ohio State Law Record, spring/summer 2002, printed p. 25. Ohio State University Knowledge Bank.

Open this item on the website

https://family.conroyfamilystory.com/#object/bill-marine-bank
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